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PREFACE
The books covered in this volume are traditionally called the Post Exilic Books, i.e., the
books written after the 70 years of captivity were over (Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther,
Obadiah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi). But I faced a problem. Not many people know what
Post Exilic means, and not many know what are the post-exilic books. Then I faced an even
greater challenge, “Who wants to buy a book that’s titled, Praying the Post-Exilic Books?”
I had committed myself to write on every book in the Bible, so I had to include those
books in my series. But what to name them? So I prayed for God to give me an answer.
Then God answered by reminding me the purpose of the Post-Exilic Books. These
included stories of coming back to the Promised Land, coming back to rebuild the altar, the
Temple, and the walls of Jerusalem. These include coming back to Temple worship and animal
sacrifice for forgiveness of sins. These books included the spiritual journey of coming back to
God.
So God gave me the title, Praying Your Way Back to God. Then I added the subtitle,
Prayers from Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Obadiah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi.
As you pray your way through these books, you will find yourself praying with these
authors as they prayed and trudged back into the warm accepting heart of God. As a matter of
fact, you may find yourself closer to God than you’ve ever been in your life because you’ve
prayed yourself into His intimacy.
When you pray through the book of Daniel, you may be introduced to what may be a new
way for you to pray, i.e., identificational repentance. After Daniel spent 70 years in Babylon, he
knew the captivity was coming to a close. So Daniel identifies with past sins as though he
committed them, then confesses the sins of those past leaders who caused the nation to be
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plunged into captivity. Identificational repentance is not dealing with the personal forgiveness
of past leaders, but deals with forgiving the national sins that led to the consequences of their
sins. Daniel wants forgiveness so the nation can go back home to the Promised Land (Dan. 9:419).
I practice identificational repentance every Sunday morning when I gather with my
prayer partners to ask God’s forgiveness of our national sin of abortion so that God will not
punish our nation in judgment.
Next, you will pray with Zerubbabel in the book of Ezra as he restores the altar and
sacrifices. Then you will learn to fast as you come back to God, just as Ezra led people to fast as
he led them in their physical journey back to Jerusalem.
You will learn to pray “in season and out of season” as you pray your way through the
book of Nehemiah. As Nehemiah rebuilt the walls, he prayed every time he faced a problem.
Even as he talked to others, Nehemiah prayed. Apparently, Nehemiah practiced the presence of
God in his daily life so that he could pray as he worked, and he even prayed as he wrote his
book, including many “quick” prayers in his writings.
The book of Esther was written for those Jews who would not go back to the Promised
Land. It’s a book how Jews could live for God in a heathen culture when you cannot ever
mention the name of your God. When faced with threatening death, Esther prayed, “If I perish, I
perish.” She teaches us to put our entire life on the altar, i.e., to surrender everything to God in
prayer; even our own bodies if necessary.
Obadiah should give some encouragement to believers. It’s a message of judgment on
those who profit from the persecution of believers and/or the church. It’s not necessarily good
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news that God will punish those who punish you; but it’s comforting to know God hasn’t
forgotten His people, even when they are going through hard times.
Haggai was one of the most successful preachers ever. He preached to motivate the
people to finish rebuilding the Temple. Because of his preaching, they got it done almost
immediately. Haggai teaches us to “think” about the things we do and pray. His key word is
“consider” which is a synonym to meditate on the consequences of our actions. So, we learn to
meditate and pray from Haggai.
Zechariah looks beyond the return of Israel to the land. He looks to the establishment of
the future Messianic Kingdom and the judgment of the Gentile nations. When the Gentile
nations had Israel in servitude, Zechariah looks forward to the day when Messiah (Christ) will
set His feet again on the Mount of Olives (Zech. 14:4). So, in the midst of your persecution,
rejoice and give thanks to God, because one day He will make all things right.
Malachi also pointed the people of his day to the future. He predicted John the Baptist
would introduce the Messiah (3:1, 4:5-6). However, Malachi has a message of repentance to his
listeners. He said if there was no repentance, the Lord would come and “strike the earth with a
curse” (4:6). Isn’t the word “curse” a symbolic word to conclude the Old Testament? God’s
people fell short of God’s requirement, so all God can do is send a “curse.”
But Malachi promises a blessing. We are challenged to “prove God now” by bringing all
the tithes to the storehouse. Then, God will open the windows of heaven to pour out His
blessings on us (revival terminology).
Enjoy Praying You Way Back to God. But even as you pray, remember it’s not enough to
pray—everyone prays at some time or another. The important thing is to make your prayers
effective so you get back to God.
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As you come back to the place where you left God, He is already at the place where you
are located—waiting to bless you.
Written from my home
At the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains,
Elmer Towns
Summer, 2011
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PRAYERS FROM DANIEL

INTRODUCTION
TO DANIEL
God chose to use Daniel because of His unique love for Daniel,
unlike any of His relationships with any other Israelites. God allowed
Daniel to see the coming four world empires, and to write this vision
for all to see. God prepared Daniel for this task as no other.
Abraham was the friend of God, and Abraham saw the future of
the Jews, but Daniel saw visions of the coming empires of Babylon,
Medio-Persia, Greece, and Rome. Abraham was uniquely loved by God
as a friend, but God didn’t give him visions of the world.
Moses was the servant of God and a unique miracle worker.
We read of no miracles that Daniel did, although there are abundant
evidences of God’s using circumstances to further his visions of the
Gentiles. Moses was uniquely loved by God for deliverance of His
people, but Daniel was different.
David was another who didn’t do miracles, as David was
uniquely loved of God; but different than Daniel. David was known for
passionately pursuing the heart of God. He wanted to dwell in the
courtyard of the Temple of God.
How did God prepare His servant Daniel? First, Daniel lived
with the administration of three empires. Daniel was a prince in
Jerusalem when Judah was a crumbling kingdom. Daniel probably
knew much of the sinful priesthood, and he probably saw firsthand
the compromise of King Jehoiakim and the corruption of his court.
Daniel was taken as a young teenager to Babylon to learn and
be trained to serve Nebuchadnezzar as probably a low-level civil
servant to manage some oversight of the Jews for Nebuchadnezzar.
Because of Daniel’s unwavering faith and the providence of God, he
quickly rose to a personal counselor of the King of Babylon, and other
kings who followed. Daniel saw the kingdom of Babylon completely
dominated by King Nebuchadnezzar in almost every area of life.
When Babylon fell, and Medio-Persia ruled the known civilized
world, so Daniel became second to King Darius just as cream rises to
the top. Who better than Daniel could write God’s prophecy of the
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four coming world empires? God gave Daniel a description what they
were going to be, before they became what they were.
Because Daniel saw the tyranny and power of world ruling
kings, who better could write the prediction of a coming world rulerantichrist.
Because Daniel prayed so passionately for both he and his
fellow Jews to return to the holy land, God allowed Daniel to receive
the vision of the 70 weeks. And understanding these biblical weeks
can measure the exact time Messiah came the first time.
Eight manuscripts of the book of Daniel have been found in the
caves of Qumran (Dead Sea Scrolls) that were written between 200
B.C. and 100 B.C. Also, the book of Daniel was included in the
Septuagint (the translation of the Jewish text into Greek) at
approximately 270 B.C. These demonstrate the credibility of Daniel’s
ability to interpret dreams and accurately predict the political future
of kingdoms. And if we accept his prediction of Gentile kingdoms, we
should also accept his prediction of Christ’s coming kingdom.
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SCRIPTURE
DANIEL AND HIS FRIENDS ARE TESTED
Daniel 1
Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, attacked Jerusalem and
surrounded it with his army. This happened during the 3rd year
that Jehoiakim was king of Judah. The LORD allowed
Nebuchadnezzar to capture Jehoiakim, the king of Judah.
Nebuchadnezzar also took some of the holy objects from the
Temple of God. He carried them off to Babylonia and put them
in the Temple of his god. And, he placed those holy things in
the treasure-house of his god.
Then King Nebuchadnezzar gave an order to Ashpenaz, his chief
officer, to bring some of the Israelite boys into his own
household. He wanted those boys to be from families of Jewish
nobility and from the family of the king of Judah. King
Nebuchadnezzar wanted only healthy, young boys with nothing
wrong with their bodies. They were to be handsome and well
educated. They were to be skilled to learn and understand
science. Nebuchadnezzar wanted those who were competent
to serve in his palace. Ashpenaz was commanded to teach
them the language and the writings of the Babylonians. The
king gave the boys a certain amount of royal food and wine
every day. That was the same kind of food and drink that the
king consumed. They were to be trained for 3 years. At the end
of that time, the boys would become servants of the king of
Babylon.
Among them were some Israelite boys from Judah: Daniel (means
“God is my Judge”), Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Then
Ashpenaz, the chief officer, gave them Babylonian names.
Daniel’s new name was “Belteshazzar.” Hananiah’s (this
Hebrew name means “Jehovah has graciously given”) new
name was “Shadrach.” (This Babylonian name means “the
command of Aku [the moon god].”) Mishael’s (this Hebrew
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name means “Who is what God is?”) new name was “Meshach.”
(This Babylonian name means “Who is this?”) And, Azariah’s
(this Hebrew name means “the one whom Jehovah helps”) new
name was “Abednego.” (This Babylonian name means “servant
of [the god] Nabu.”)
However, Daniel decided not to consume the king’s food or wine,
because doing so would make Daniel ritually “unclean.” (The
Babylonian food had been offered to pagan idols, contrary to
Jewish dietary laws. The blood had probably not been drained
in a prescribed Jewish manner.) So, Daniel asked permission
from Ashpenaz for Daniel not to make himself ritually
“unclean”.
And, the one true God caused Ashpenaz to appreciate and be
sympathetic toward Daniel. But Ashpenaz said to Daniel, “I am
afraid of my master, the king. He ordered me to give you boys
this food and drink. If you do not eat this food, then you will
begin to look worse than the other boys your age. The king will
see this, and will cut off my head because of you.”
Ashpenaz had ordered a guard to watch Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah. Daniel said to the guard, “Please test us for 10
days: Don’t give us anything but vegetables to eat, and water to
drink. Then, after 10 days, compare us with the other boys who
are eating from the king’s food. See for yourself who looks
healthier. Then judge for yourself how you want to treat us,
your servants.” So, the guard agreed to test them for 10 days.
After 10 days, they did look healthy. They looked better than all
of the boys who had been eating the king’s prescribed diet. So,
from then on, the guard removed the king’s rich food and the
wine. Instead, he gave vegetables to Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah.
The one true God gave these 4 boys wisdom and the ability to learn.
They learned many kinds of things that people had written and
studied. Daniel could also understand all kinds of visions and
dreams.
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The end of the 3 years came. So, on the king’s orders, Ashpenaz
brought all of the boys into the presence of King
Nebuchadnezzar. The king talked to all of them. He found that
none of the boys were as good as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, or
Azariah. So, those 4 Jewish boys became the king’s personal
servants. Every time the king asked them about something
important, they showed much wisdom and understanding. He
found that they were 10 times better than all the fortune tellers
and the magicians in his entire kingdom. So, Daniel continued
to be the king’s personal servant until the 1st year that Cyrus
was king. (Daniel’s career spanned the entire 70-year period of
the captivity of Israel by the Babylonians. Then Daniel
continued to serve on into the next regime under the Persians.
Cyrus became the first king of the Persian kingdom in 539 B.C.)
MY TIME TO PRAY
Daniel 1

“Nebuchadnezzar gave an order to Ashpenaz, his chief officer,
to bring some of the Israelite boys . . . he wanted only healthy, young
boys.” Daniel 1:3-4
There seems to be a principle in the text that our bodies are
important to the world. We already know God wants his people to
have healthy and holy bodies. But here Daniel is chosen from among
those of the nobility because of his healthy body. That suggests
some of the nobility were passed over because of their unhealthy
bodies. What does that tell you about too much sweets, and not
enough exercise? Doesn’t it suggest the child of God shouldn’t
smoke (it takes 6 to 10 years off your life) nor should they get
involved in drugs, alcohol, etc. “What, know you not that your body is
the Temple of God?” (1 Cor. 6:15). Lord, I will take care of my body, it’s

the only one I’ll ever have. Be glorified in my dress, grooming,
bathing and exercising. Make me like Christ.
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Daniel and his friends refused to eat the same kind of food that
the king ate. Was it fattening? Was it against the Jewish ritual law?
Was it offered to idols? Or, was it alcohol? We’re not sure of the
problem, but Daniel had deep convictions about eating the food put
before him. “Daniel purposed in his heart.” He was more concerned
with displeasing God, than he was of disobeying Nebuchadnezzar.

Lord, help me make decisions to please You and not the people of this
world. Even when my decisions create a crisis, help me remain true
to You. Then, protect me after I’ve decided against the world.

Notice Daniel’s proposal, “Test us for 10 days.” Was Daniel
saying if I’m not stronger, then I’ll eat at the king’s table? Or did he
say, they could punish him or kill him after 10 days? Who was Daniel
putting on the spot? To Ashpenaz, it looked like Daniel was putting
himself on the spot. But really, Daniel was putting his God on the
spot. Although Daniel didn’t tell the Babylonians that God was an
issue in refusing the food, that was the issue to Daniel. He didn’t want
to be ceremonially unclean. He wanted to stay in fellowship with God.

Lord, when I step out in faith to obey You, help me and protect me. I
want to please You in every area of my life, especially in my physical
body.

Daniel ate vegetables for 10 days, and not from the king’s table.
I wonder if there were more than 10 days in the vegetarian diet before
he was interviewed by King Nebuchadnezzar. But note the results,
Nebuchadnezzar “found none of the boys as good as Daniel . . . and his
friends.” Lord, thank You for Daniel’s verification. When I take a stand

for You physically, please verify me.

There were long-range results of a healthy diet. “Daniel
continued to be the king’s personal servant until the 1st year that
Cyrus was king” (Dan. 1:21). Daniel must have been in his teen years
when he was tested, and then there were 70 years of captivity by
Babylon, plus another year under Cyrus the Persian. Daniel lived to
be almost 100 years old. If you want long physical health, keep your
body healthy. Lord, I take the Daniel pledge, I will be healthy. I will

not eat or drink anything that will tear down my body. I will be healthy
for Your glory.
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Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM
Daniel 2
During Nebuchadnezzar’s 2nd year as king, he had some troubling
dreams. These dreams bothered his spirit. He lost a lot of
sleep because of them. So, the king summoned the fortune
tellers, the conjurers, the wizards, and the astrologers to tell
him what he had dreamed. So they came in and stood in the
king’s presence.
Then the king said to them, “I have had a special dream, and it
bothers my spirit. I want to know what that dream means.”
Then the astrologers answered the king in the Aramaic language
(here begins one of the few sections of the Bible written in
Aramaic [Dan. 2:1-7:28; Ezra 4:8-6:18; 7:12-26; Jer. 10:11]), “O king,
live forever! We are your servants. Tell us your dream, and we
will show you what it means.”
But the king answered the astrologers: “No. I have made up my mind.
You must tell me what my dream was and what it means. If you
do not do these two things, then I will have you cut into little
pieces, and I will turn your houses into a pile of rubble.
However, if you do tell me what my dream was and its meaning,
then I will reward you. You will receive a present from me—
rich gifts and great honor. So, tell me what I dreamed, and
show me what it meant.”
The astrologers answered the king again: “Please tell us the dream.
Then we will show you what it means.”
King Nebuchadnezzar answered: “Now I know that you are only trying
to gain more time. You realize that I have really made up my
mind. If you do not tell me my dream, then you will be
punished, because you have all agreed to tell me lies and
misleading words, hoping the situation will change! Now, tell
me the dream. Then I will know that you can tell me what it
really means.”
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The astrologers answered in the king’s presence, saying: “No one on
earth can do such a thing. No great and powerful king has ever
asked the fortune tellers, the magicians, or the astrologers to
do anything like this. The king is asking for something that is
too difficult. Only the gods could tell this to the king. But the
gods do not live with flesh.”
When the king heard that, he became very angry. He flew into a rage.
He gave the command for all the wise men of Babylon to be
executed. So, the king’s order was announced that all the wise
men were to be put to death. And, some men were looking for
Daniel and his friends to kill them.
Arioch was the commander of the king’s executioners. He went out to
put all the wise men of Babylon to death. But Daniel spoke to
Arioch wisely and with great skill, asking, “Why did the king
decree such a severe punishment?” Then Arioch explained
the whole thing to Daniel.
Then Arioch went to King Nebuchadnezzar, and asked him to give
Daniel some more time. Daniel promised that he would reveal
what the king had dreamed and what it meant.
DANIEL SEEKS GOD’S WISDOM
So Daniel went back to his own house. He explained the whole matter
to his Jewish friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. Daniel
asked them to pray to the God of heaven, that God would show
them mercy and help them understand this mystery. Then
Daniel and his friends would not be put to death, along with the
other wise men of Babylon.
And, during the night, God did reveal the mystery to Daniel in a vision.
Then Daniel praised the God of heaven. This is what Daniel
said in response:
“May the Name of God be praised forever and ever,
Because all wisdom and power belong to Him!
He changes the times and seasons of the year;
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He takes away the power of kings,
And he gives to new kings their power.
He gives wisdom to people, so they can become wise
And He helps people have knowledge to gain insight;
He makes secrets known that are deep and mysterious,
He knows what is hidden in the darkness
And light lives with Him.
O God of my ancestors, I thank You and I praise You;
You have given me the wisdom and the power.
You have caused me to know what we were asking;
You told us about the king’s dream.”
With all of this accomplished, Daniel went into Arioch. King
Nebuchadnezzar had chosen Arioch to put the wise men of
Babylon to death. Daniel said to Arioch, “Do not execute the
wise men of Babylon. Take me into the king’s presence. I will
tell him what his dream means.”
So, Arioch quickly brought Daniel into the king’s presence, and said
to the king, “I have found a man among the captives from Judah.
He can tell you what your dream means.”
Then the king asked Daniel whose Babylonian name was
“Belteshazzar” one question: “Are you able to tell me what I
dreamed and what it means?”
Daniel answered in the presence of the king: “No human being can
explain to the king the mystery that he has asked. No wise man,
no magician, no fortune teller, or no astrologer can do this.
Nevertheless, there is a God in heaven who reveals secret
things. And, this true God has shown to King Nebuchadnezzar
what will happen in the future. This is your dream. This is the
vision which you saw while you were lying on your bed: O my
king, as you were lying there, you were thinking about what
would happen in the future. God can tell people what
mysterious things mean. God is showing you what is going to
happen. God has revealed this secret to me. But, it is not
because I have greater wisdom than any other man alive. No,
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the purpose is so that you, my king, may know what it means. In
this way, you will understand what was going through your
mind.
In your dream, you, O my king saw standing in front of you—behold—
one big statue. It was huge and very bright. Its appearance
was terrifying. The head of the statue was made of pure gold.
Its chest and arms were made of silver. Its belly and its thighs
were made of bronze. And, the lower part of its legs was made
of iron. Its feet were made partly of iron and partly of baked
clay. (Notice how the metals decrease in value from head to
toe, though the degree of toughness and endurance increases
as one goes downward. Each part symbolized a different
kingdom, and each kingdom lasted longer than the preceding
one.) While you were looking at the statue, you saw a rock (the
Messiah) was cut out. No human being had touched the rock. It
hit the statue at its iron and clay feet, and smashed them. Then
the iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold broke up into pieces at
the same time. They became like the chaff on a threshing-floor
in the summertime. The wind blew them away; there was
nothing left. Then the rock that hit the statue became a very
large mountain. It filled the entire earth.”
DANIEL INTERPRETS THE KING’S DREAM
Daniel continued, “That was your dream. Now we will tell the king
what it means. You, O king, are the greatest king, because the
God of heaven has given a kingdom to you. He has given you
power, strength, and splendor. God has given you power over
human beings, the wild animals, and the birds of the sky.
Wherever they live, God has made you the ruler over all of
them. O King Nebuchadnezzar, you are the head of gold of that
statue.
However, another kingdom will arise after yours. But that kingdom
will not become as great as yours. (This was called the Medo-

Page 4 of 8

Persian Empire, established by King Cyrus in 539 B.C., when the
city of Babylon fell. Compare Dan. 5:28; 8:20.)
Next, a third kingdom will rule over the whole earth. That is the
bronze part. (This was the Greek Empire established by
Alexander the Great in 330 B.C. See Dan. 8:21; 10:20; 11:2-4.)
Then there will be a fourth kingdom. (This was the Roman Empire,
from 63 B.C. to 410 A.D. Compare Dan. 7:7, 19.) It will be as
strong as iron. Iron crushes and smashes everything to
pieces. In the same way, the fourth kingdom will smash and
crush all the other kingdoms.
You saw that the statue’s feet and toes were made partly of a potter’s
baked clay and partly of iron. That means that the fourth
kingdom will be a divided kingdom. However, it will still have
some of the strength of iron in it, because, as you saw, the thick
clay was mixed with iron. Since the toes of the statue were
partly made of iron and partly of clay, the fourth kingdom will
be partly strong, like iron, yet somewhat fragile like clay. You
saw the iron mixed with the thick clay, but iron and clay do not
hold together very well. In the same way, the people of the
fourth kingdom will be a mixture, but those people will not be
united as one people.
During the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up another
kingdom. It will never be destroyed. And, this kingdom will not
be given to another group of people. This kingdom will crush
all the other kingdoms. It will bring them all to an end, but that
kingdom itself will last forever!
O King Nebuchadnezzar, you saw the rock cut out of a mountain, the
one which no human being had touched. That rock smashed
into pieces the iron and the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the
gold. This is how the great God has shown what will take place
in the future. The dream is certain; you can trust this
revelation.”
DANIEL IS REWARDED
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Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell face down on the ground in front of
Daniel. The king ordered that an offering and incense be
presented to Daniel. Then the king said to Daniel, “Now I am
sure that your God truly is the greatest of all gods. And, He is
the Lord of all kings. He tells people about things they could
not know. I know this is true since you were able to reveal this
secret to me.”
Then the king gave to Daniel an important position in his kingdom.
And, he gave many expensive gifts to Daniel. Nebuchadnezzar
made Daniel the chief ruler over the whole province of
Babylon. And, he put Daniel in charge of all the wise men of
Babylon. Daniel asked the king to make Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego important administrators over the province of
Babylon also. So, the king did as Daniel requested. Daniel
himself became one of the most important people in the royal
court.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Daniel 2

“In the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar . . . (he)
dreamed a dream.” Daniel 2:1
Have you ever noticed how God chooses the young and calls
the young to serve Him? Nebuchadnezzar’s dream came in the
second year of his reign. God knew how powerful Nebuchadnezzar
would become, so the dream predicted his world-wide empire. But it
was a young man—probably under 20 years—who was chosen to
interpret the dream. God chose to use Daniel in his teen years
because Daniel chose god, “Daniel purposed in his heart” (Dan. 1:8).

Lord, I love it when young people choose to serve You, and I love it
even more when You choose to use them. Lord, help me see potential
in young believers and may I encourage them toward greater
usefulness.
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When all the wise men couldn’t tell Nebuchadnezzar the
content of his dream—much less interpret it—Daniel stepped up
with a solution. He put himself on the spot, and in turn put God on the
spot before he knew the dream or its interpretation, Daniel asked for
time to get the interpretation. “Then the secret was revealed to
Daniel in a night vision” (2:19). Lord, I will not be rash and put You on

the spot because of an egotistical thing, nor because I don’t know
what I’m doing. Daniel put You on the spot because he knew You and
he knew what You could do. Lord, help me learn about Your nature
and actions, so I can know You intimately. Then I will know when to
put You on the spot.

Did you see in the text how Daniel got his 3 friends to pray with
him about the crisis? That’s a great principle, because Jesus said, “If
two of you will agree concerning anything that you ask, it will be done
for you by My Father in heaven” (Matt. 18:19). Lord, I will seek my

prayer partners when I face a crisis.

Notice Daniel didn’t take credit for interpreting the dream. He
gave God the credit. Nebuchadnezzar asked, “Are you able to make
known to me?” (2:26). Daniel answered, “There is a god in heaven
who reveals secrets” (2:28). Lord, forgive me for past times I’ve taken

credit for Your work in my life. I am nothing without You. I now give
You credit for every good thing You’ve done in my life. I pledge to take
my hands off any self-praise, and give You glory for everything You do
in my life.

As you get older, you’ve got a lot to lose, but young people have
a lot less to lose in life because they haven’t accumulated many
experiences and stuff. Daniel refused to eat at the king’s table, he
could have lost everything. But Daniel put himself, his God, and his
faith-life on the spot. It wasn’t a leap in the dark; Daniel stepped out
into the light of the Hebrew religion. Again he took a leap into the
unknown when he volunteered to interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dream.
Daniel didn’t know the interpretation, but he knew God who could
know all things. You could step out into the unknown like Daniel, if
you know God as intimately as Daniel. Lord, I don’t know You as

intimately as I want to know You. And Lord, I don’t do as much by faith
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as I want to do. So I will learn to know You intimately, so I will learn
how to live for You, and I will learn how to take steps of faith into the
unknown.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE GOLDEN IDOL
Daniel 3
One day, King Nebuchadnezzar had his servants make a golden
statue. The statue was 90 feet high and 9 feet wide. He set up
that statue on the Plain of Dura (probably near the walls of
Babylon—it could be seen from any direction for about 13
miles) in the province of Babylon.
Then King Nebuchadnezzar summoned all of his important leaders:
the governors, the assistant governors, the captains of the
soldiers, the people who advised the king, the keepers of the
treasury, the judges, the rulers, and all the other officials
among the provinces of his entire kingdom. He wanted these
men to come to the special ceremony (the dedication) which
he had set up for the statue. So, they all gathered for that
dedication and stood in front of the statue which King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
Then the announcer spoke out very loudly: “O ethnic groups, nations,
and men of every language, this is the decree: you will soon
hear the sound of the horns, the flutes, the lyres, the zithers, the
harps, the bagpipes, and all the other musical instruments. At
the very moment this happens, you must all bow down and
worship the golden statue. This is the great statue which King
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Anyone who does not bow down
and worship at that instant will be thrown into the middle of a
blazing furnace.”
Now many ethnic groups, nations, and men who spoke every
language were present. And, they heard the sound of the
horns, the flutes, the lyres, the zithers, the harps, and all the
other musical instruments. At that moment, they bowed down
immediately and worshipped the golden statue which King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
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Then some men—the Babylonians—came near the king. They began
to speak against the men of Judah. They said to King
Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever. O king, you made this
decree: every individual will hear the horns, the flutes, the
lyres, the zithers, the harps, the bagpipes, and all the other
musical instruments. Then, each one must bow down and
worship the golden statue. Anyone who does not immediately
bow down and worship will be thrown into the middle of a
blazing furnace. O king, there are some Jewish men who did
not pay any attention to your command. And, you have made
them important administrators in the province of Babylon.
Their names are: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They do
not serve your gods. And, they did not worship the golden
statue which you have set up.”
Then Nebuchadnezzar became very angry and summoned Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. So, those men were brought into the
presence of the king. And Nebuchadnezzar said to them,
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, is it true that you are not
serving my gods? And, is it true that you did not worship the
golden statue which I have set up? You will now hear the
sound of the horns, the flutes, the lyres, the zithers, the harps,
the bagpipes, and all the other musical instruments. And you
must be ready to bow down and worship the statue which I
made. If you do this, fine. However, if you do not worship it at
that moment, then you will be thrown into the middle of the
blazing furnace. Then no god will be able to save you from my
power.”
But Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, saying, “O
King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves to
you about this. Suppose you throw us into the blazing furnace?
The God whom we serve is able to save us from your power. If
He does so, good. But even if God does not rescue us, O king, we
want you to know this: we will not serve your gods. And, we will
still not worship the golden statue which you have set up.”
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Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with rage at Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. The look on his face completely changed. He
answered by giving this command: “Heat the furnace 7 times
hotter than it usually is.” Then he commanded some of the
bravest soldiers in his army to tie up the hands of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego and thrown them into the blazing
furnace.
So they bound Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and threw them
into the middle of the blazing furnace. The Jewish boys were
still wearing their robes, their tunics, their turbans, and other
clothes. That furnace was heated tremendously because of
the king’s urgent order. The fire was so hot that the flames
killed the soldiers who took Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
there. The hands of those three men—Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego—were tied firmly. They fell down into the
middle of the blazing furnace.
Then King Nebuchadnezzar was totally amazed. He quickly jumped to
his feet and asked his royal officials, “Didn’t we tie up only
three men and throw them into the middle of the fire?”
They answered the king, “That is correct, O king.”
The king answered, “Look! I see four men! They are walking around
in the middle of the fire. They are not tied up, and they are not
burned up. The fourth man looks like a son of the gods.”
Then Nebuchadnezzar went nearer to the entrance of the blazing
furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—
come out. Servants of the Most High God, come here.”
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the midst of the fire.
After they came out, the princes, the assistant governors, the
governors, and the royal advisors crowded around them. They
could see that the fire had not harmed their bodies. Their hair
was not burned. Their robes were not affected. And, they didn’t
even have the smell of smoke clinging to them.
Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. He has sent His angel and saved His
servants from the fire, because they trusted in their God. They
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refused to obey my command, and they were willing to die
rather than serve or worship any god, other than their own God.
So, I hereby make this decree: ‘No one of any ethnic group,
nation, or language must ever say anything against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Anyone who does so will
be torn apart and his house will be turned into a pile of rubble.
No other God can save His people like this.’” Then the king
promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego within the
province of Babylon.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Daniel 3

“You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make
for yourself a carved image . . .” Exodus 20:3-4
Have you ever noticed how people make idols to themselves,
just like Nebuchadnezzar made a gold idol of himself, and demanded
that everyone worship it? Don’t we make idols of our jobs, our
achievements, our homes, or cars? Remember an idol is anything
that gets between you and God. Some people worship their STUFF
which could be their computer, widescreen T.V. or latest gadget.
They put their STUFF before God and give it first allegiance in their
lives. Lord, I will not let anything or any person get between You and

me. But sometimes I’m blind and I don’t see what I don’t see. If
anything gets between us, show it to me and I’ll remove it
immediately.

The world always has a fiery furnace if we don’t do what they
command, and the furnace gets hotter if we don’t deny our God, and
compromise what they tell us. The world’s fiery furnace is not always
an actual furnace. Sometimes it’s a prison, or a martyr’s death. But
for us in our modern society, it’s a public embarrassment, or it’s
being passed over for a promotion, or a financial penalty. There’s
always a price to pay if you serve God. Lord, I have decided to follow

Page 4 of 6

You, I’ll not look back, or think about turning back, or even turn back.
Lord, I’m coming.

The three young men knew when they made a positive decision
for God, that it might be God’s will to intervene. They knew they might
have to die in that furnace. They said, “Our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us . . . but if not (Dan. 3:17-18, KJV, italics added). When
the three young men refused to worship the idol, they realized they
could die for their decision. Lord, I know You have the power to

deliver me in times of persecution, but if not, I’m willing to die for You.
“For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21).

At the beginning of World War II, the British Army was stranded
on the beaches of Dunkirk, France. There was no way to cross the
English Channel, and a fierce Germany army was ready and waiting to
annihilate them if they didn’t surrender. The British commander sent
a message to England that they were willing to die for England. If that
army were wiped out, Germany could have defeated England and the
fate of World War II might have been different.
Winston Churchill asked every person in England with a boat to
cross the channel, and use their small boat to pick up their soldiers
and ferry them to the large ships. The large ships couldn’t get to the
shallow beaches to pick up the soldiers. Churchill said the flotilla of
small boats could be used of God to deliver the English army, BUT IF
NOT the English army would die. The English public had been trained
in the Bible and recognized the phrase from the book of Daniel. That
phrase but if not rallied the English people so that thousands of
boats—anyone who had a boat that could cross the channel—faced
the danger of German guns, but saved over a quarter of a million
English soldiers. Lord, the prospect of death has rallied Your people

to greater service. I will give all in service, and when I am threatened,
I will not back down. I will look to You for deliverance, but if not, I will
die for you.

When Nebuchadnezzar looked into the fire, he expected to see
three burned corpses, but he exclaimed, “Lo, I see four men loose . . .
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God” (3: 25, KJV).
Nebuchadnezzar saw a Christophany, i.e., an Old Testament
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appearance of Christ. Isn’t it good to know when God doesn’t deliver
you from fire, He will be with you in the furnace, as Christ was with the
three young men? “When you walk through the fire, you shall not be
burned, nor shall the flame scorch you” (Isa. 43:2). Did you see
“through?” God will not leave you in the fire, but will get you through
to the other side. The same truth is taught in Psalm 23, “Yea, though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death.” You don’t stay in
death, nor is the valley your home. Look again at the word through.
God will get you to the heaven side. How do we know this will
happen? Because God said, “I will be with you through the valley.”

Lord, I know I will be tried for my faith and I know there are probably
some fiery furnaces in my future. I know You can deliver me so I don’t
have to go into the furnace. But if not, I know You will be with me in
the fire and You may get me out alive, too. I’ll come out victorious on
the other side. I may come out in death; that will be even more
glorious.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE SECOND DREAM OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR
Daniel 4
King Nebuchadnezzar sent out a letter (an encyclical) to the ethnic
groups, the nations, and those who speak every language in
the world. This is what the letter said:
“I wish you great success;
The Most High God has done miracles and wonderful things for me;
I am happy to tell you about these things.
The things He has done are great;
His miracles are mighty.
His kingdom continues forever;
His rule will continue for all time.
I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at my palace. I was content and successful.
(His wars were over, and his kingdom was at peace.) But I had
a dream that made me afraid. As I was lying on my bed, I saw
pictures and visions in my mind, which horrified me. So, I gave
this order: all the wise men of Babylon were to be brought to
me. I wanted them to tell me what my dream meant. Then the
fortune tellers, the magicians, the Babylonians, and the
horoscopists came. I told them about the dream, but those
men could not tell me what it meant.
Finally, Daniel came to me. I renamed him ‘Belteshazzar’ (it means
“Bel (Marduk) protects his life”) to honor my god. The spirit of
the holy gods is in him. I revealed my dream to Daniel. I said:
‘Belteshazzar, you are the most important of all the astrologers.
I know that the spirit of the holy gods is in you. I know there is
no mystery that is too hard for you to understand. This was
what I saw when I dreamed. Tell me what it means.
These are the visions which I saw while I was lying on my bed: I
looked—and right there in front of me—was a tree. It was
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standing in the middle of the land. The tree was very tall. The
tree grew larger and stronger. The top of the tree touched the
sky. It could be seen from anywhere on earth. The leaves of
the tree were beautiful; it had plenty of good fruit on it, too.
There was food for everyone on that tree. The wild animals
found shelter under that tree. And, the wild birds lived among
its branches. Every creature ate from it.
I was looking at those things in that vision while lying on my bed. And
then I saw a holy angel coming down from heaven. He cried out
very loudly, saying: “Cut down that tree, and chop off its
branches. Strip off its leaves. Scatter its fruit. Drive away the
animals that are under that tree. And, let the birds that were in
its branches fly away. But, leave the stump and its roots in the
ground. Put a band of iron and bronze around it. Let it stay in
the field with the grass.
Let him become wet with the dew of the night air. Let him live among
the animals and the plants of the earth. Let him not think like a
man any longer. Let him have the mind of an animal for 7 long
years.”
Messengers gave this command. The holy ones declared that
sentence. Why? So that all the people may know that it is the
Most High God who rules over the kingdoms of human beings.
And, it is God who gives those kingdoms to anyone He wants.
And, He chooses persons to rule them who are not proud.’
That is what I, King Nebuchadnezzar, dreamed. Now, you, O Daniel,
also called Belteshazzar, tell me what the whole dream means.
None of the wise men in my kingdom could explain it to me. But
you can do it, because the spirit of the holy gods is in you!”
DANIEL INTERPRETS THE SECOND DREAM
Then Daniel (also called Belteshazzar) was very quiet for a while. His
thoughts caused him to feel great anxiety. So the king said,
“Belteshazzar, do not let the dream or its meaning disturb you.”
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Then Daniel answered saying, “My master, I wish the dream were
about your enemies. And, I wish its meaning were for those
who are against you. You saw a tree in your dream. The tree
grew larger and stronger. Its top touched the sky. It could be
seen from all over the earth. Its leaves were beautiful, and it
had plenty of fruit. The fruit was for everyone. It was a home
for the wild animals. And, its branches were nesting places for
the birds. O my king, that tree is you. You have become great
and powerful. You are like that tall tree that touched the sky.
And, your power reaches to the farthest parts of the earth.
O my king, you saw a holy angel coming down from heaven, saying:
‘Cut down that tree and destroy it. But, leave the stump and its
roots in the ground. Wrap a band of iron and bronze around it.
Leave it in the field with the grass. Let him become wet with the
dew of the night air. He must live like a wild animal for 7 long
years.’
This is the meaning of the dream, O my king: the decree—which is
about to happen to you, my lord, the king—the decree is from
the Most High God. You will be driven away from human
society. You home will be with the wild animals. You will be
fed grass like farmers feed oxen. And, you will become wet
with the dew of the night air. (The delusional Nebuchadnezzar
roamed the surrounding, beautiful, palace grounds like an
animal in a zoo.) And, seven times (years) will pass over you—
until you learn that the Most High God is the Ruler over the
kingdoms of men. And, it is He who gives those kingdoms to
anyone He wants.
In your dream, the stump of that tree and its roots were commanded
to be left in the ground. This means that your kingdom will be
given back to you after you realize that heaven rules your
kingdom. So, my king, please accept my advice: I advise you to
stop sinning. Do what is right. Stop doing evil things and be
kind to poor people. Then you will continue to prosper.”
THE DREAM COMES TRUE
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All these things did happen to King Nebuchadnezzar. Twelve months
after the dream, King Nebuchadnezzar was walking around on
the roof of his royal palace in Babylon. And he was thinking:
“Look at Babylon. I built this great city. It is my royal palace. I
built it by my power to show how great I am.”
The words were still in the king’s mind when a Voice from heaven
interrupted: “O King Nebuchadnezzar, these things are about to
happen to you: your royal power has been taken away from you.
You will be driven away from human society. Your home will be
with the wild animals. Grass will be fed to you like they feed
oxen. Seven long years will pass by—until you learn this
lesson: the Most High God is the One who rules over human
kingdoms. And, it is the Most High God who gives those
kingdoms to anyone He wants.”
Those things started to happen quickly upon Nebuchadnezzar.
Nebuchadnezzar was driven away from human society. And, he
began to eat grass like oxen. He became wet from dew of the
night air. His hair grew long like the feathers of an eagle. And,
his nails grew long like the claws of a bird.
NEBUCHADNEZZAR PRAISES THE ONE TRUE GOD
“Then, at the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, looked up toward
heaven. (Looking up was the first symptom that his
‘understanding’ had returned.) And I could think clearly again.
Then I gave praise to the Most High God. I gave honor and glory
to Him who lives forever. (Praising God is a sure sign that the
soul has been healed spiritually [Ps. 116:12-14; Mark 5:15, 18,
19].)
The rule of God is forever;
His kingdom continues for all time.
All people on earth are truly not important;
God does whatever He wants with the powers of heaven
And with the people on earth.
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No one can stop His mighty hand;
No one can question anything He does.
So, at that time, I could think clearly again. And God gave back to me
my great honor and power as king. The people who advise me
and the royal family welcomed me. I became king again. And, I
became even greater and more powerful than before. Now I,
Nebuchadnezzar, hereby give praise and honor and glory to the
King of Heaven. Everything He does is right. He is always fair.
And, he is able to make proud people humble.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Daniel 4

“Not I, but Christ . . .” Galatians 2:20
There is an eternal struggle in the hearts of all people over the
control of their lives. Will they let God control their lives, or will they
sit on the thrones of their lives? Everyone wants to be a king. Who
will be glorified with your life, will God get the glory over all you say
and do; or will you glorify yourself? The problem in this chapter,
Nebuchadnezzar had conquered more territory than any other before
him. No one could defeat him, and no nation could defend itself
against him. Nebuchadnezzar was the first king of the world. He had
what everyone wanted—absolutely everything. Yet God took it from
him to demonstrate that deity is greater than man. Lord, I realize Your

absolute power; You can do anything You want. I realize Your
absolute sovereignty; You are supreme. Forgive me when I’ve exalted
myself for selfish reasons; I realize You have given me all I have, I
praise You for giving me what You want me to have. Not I, but Christ.
You must increase, I must decrease.

The Lord has a principle, “Humble yourself in the sight of the
Lord, and He will lift you up” (James 4:10). That was a hard job for
Nebuchadnezzar. But it’s been said, “If we don’t humble ourselves,
God will do it for us.” That’s what happened to Nebuchadnezzar.
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(Medical authorities tell us Nebuchadnezzar had a psychotic case of
Lyantarocapie, which means he saw himself as an animal.) Perhaps
God was the only one who could humble Nebuchadnezzar. Lord, I will

humble myself, but it’s hard to do. My pride is stubborn. Self raises
up its egotistical head and I can’t kill it in myself. I will take the cross
and subdue my pride. Your power is the only thing that can kill selfcentered egotism.

It sounds like Nebuchadnezzar got saved after the humbling
incident. He recognized You LORD were the “Most High God.” He
recognized “God gave me back my great honor and power as king”
(4:36). It sure looks like God won that battle and Nebuchadnezzar
became a worshipper of the Lord of heaven. Lord, will I see

Nebuchadnezzar in heaven? If I do, Nebuchadnezzar won’t be the
greatest ruler there. It will be Jesus Christ the King of the Ages, and
the King of Kings.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE HANDWRITING ON THE WALL
Daniel 5
King Belshazzar (Belshazzar was a king that was unknown until the
memorials of “Nabonnaid” were discovered by archaeologists.
This Babylonian name, Belshazzar, means: “Bel, protect the
king.” Belshazzar was the son of Nabonidus, the last great king
of Babylon. And, Belshazzar was the viceroy of Nabonidus. Two
Greek historians [Herodotus {i.188} and Xenophon {Cyropadia
5.2.28; 7}] confirm the description of Belshazzar’s sudden fall in
the Book of Daniel.) gave a big banquet for 1,000 important
guests. And, he drank wine with them. (Belshazzar was getting
drunk on his wine in their presence. This was the last night of
the Babylonian empire; Babylon would fall in the early morning
hours.) As Belshazzar was drinking his wine, he gave a
command to his servants to bring the gold and silver cups that
his grandfather, Nebuchadnezzar, had taken out of the Temple
in Jerusalem. King Belshazzar wanted to drink from those cups,
along with his important guests. He also wanted his wives and
his concubines to drink from them. Then the servants brought
in the gold and silver cups which had been taken out of the
Temple—from the house of God—in Jerusalem. And, the king
and his important guests, his wives, and his concubines drank
from the cups (a sacrilege in God’s sight). As they were
drinking their wine, they praised their gods, which were made
of gold, silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone.
Then, suddenly, a man’s hand appeared. The fingers wrote words on
the plaster of the wall. This was next to the lampstand in the
royal palace. (That was where the light would be the best; and,
the writing would be the most legible.) The king was watching
the hand as it wrote. King Belshazzar became frightened. His
face turned white, and his knees knocked together. He could
not stand up because his legs were so weak.
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The king called for the magicians, the Babylonians, and the
horoscopists to be brought to him. He said to the wise men of
Babylon: “I will give a reward to anyone who can read this
writing and explain it to me. I will give him purple clothes fit
for a king. I will put a gold chain around his neck. And, I will
make him the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”
So, all the king’s wise men came in, but they could NOT read the
writing. And, they could not tell the king what it meant.
Then King Belshazzar became even more terrified. His face became
even whiter. His important guests were also puzzled.
Then the king’s mother came into the banquet room. She had heard
the voices of the king and his important guests. She said, “O
my king, live forever. Don’t be alarmed. Don’t let your face turn
white with fear. There is a man in your kingdom that has the
spirit of the holy gods in him. In the days of your grandfather
(Nebuchadnezzar), this man showed understanding,
knowledge, and wisdom. He was like the gods in these matters.
Your grandfather, King Nebuchadnezzar, put this man in charge
of all the wise men—over all the fortune tellers, the magicians,
the Babylonians, and the horoscopists. The man I am talking
about is named ‘Daniel.’ The king renamed him ‘Belteshazzar.’
He was very smart, and he had knowledge and understanding.
He could explain the dreams and secrets. He could solve very
difficult problems. Call for Daniel. He is the one who will tell
you what the writing on the wall means.”
DANIEL EXPLAINS THE WRITING
So, they brought Daniel into the presence of the king. The king said to
him, “Is your name ‘Daniel’? Are you one of the Jewish captives
which my grandfather, the king, brought from Judah? I have
heard that the spirit of the gods is in you. And, I have heard that
you are very bright and that you have knowledge and
extraordinary insight. The wise men and the magicians were
brought to me to read this writing on the wall. I wanted those
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men to explain to me what it means. However, they could not
explain it. But, I have heard that you are able to explain what
things mean. And, you can find the solutions to difficult
problems. So, read this writing on the wall now and explain it
to me. If you can, then I will give you purple clothes fit for a
king. And, I will put a gold chain around your neck. And you will
become the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”
Then Daniel answered the king, “You may keep your gifts for yourself.
Give those rewards to somebody else. Nevertheless, I will read
the writing on the wall for you. And, I will explain to you what it
means.
O king, the Most High God made your grandfather Nebuchadnezzar a
great, important and powerful king. God made him very
important. So, all the ethnic groups, the nations, and those who
spoke every language were very afraid of him. If he wanted a
person to die, then he put that person to death. And, if he
wanted a person to live, then he permitted that person to live.
If he wanted to promote a person, then he promoted him. And if
he wanted a person to be unimportant, then he made him
unimportant. But Nebuchadnezzar became too proud and
stubborn. So, he was taken off his royal throne. His glory was
taken away from him. Then Nebuchadnezzar was forced away
from people. His mind became like the mind of an animal. He
lived with the wild donkeys and, like oxen, they fed him grass.
His body became wet with the dew of the night air. These
things happened to him until he had learned his lesson—it is
the Most High God who rules over the kingdoms of men. And,
the Most High God sets anyone He wants over those kingdoms.
But, O Belshazzar, you already knew these things. You are
Nebuchadnezzar’s grandson. Yet still you have not been sorry
for what you have done. Instead, you have exalted yourself
against the Lord of Heaven. You ordered the drinking cups from
the Temple of the LORD to be brought to you. Then you and your
guests drank wine from them. Your wives and your concubines
also drank wine from them. You praised the gods of silver,
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gold, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. They are not really gods.
They cannot see or hear or understand anything. But you did
not honor the true God. He is the One who has power over your
life and everything you do. So, God has sent the hand that
wrote this writing on the wall.
This is what these words—MENE, MENE, TEKEL, PARSIN—mean: MENE
means ‘God has counted the days until your kingdom will end.’ TEKEL
means ‘you have been weight on the scales and found not good
enough.’ PERES means ‘your kingdom is being divided.’ It will
be given over to the Medes and the Persians.” (Daniel believed
that the successor of the Babylonian empire would be a dual
kingdom.)
Then Belshazzar gave an order for Daniel to be dressed in purple
clothes. A gold chain was put around his neck. And, Daniel was
announced as the third highest ruler in the kingdom.
That very same night, Belshazzar, the king of the Babylonian people,
was killed. (That selfsame night, the Persians were able to
divert the Euphrates River into a new channel, Then, guided by
two Babylonian deserters, the Persian army marched on the
dry river bed into the city of Babylon and captured it early in
the morning of October 12, 529 B.C.) And, a man named Darius
the Mede (the governor whom King Cyrus put in charge of the
newly-conquered Babylonian territories [Dan. 6:28]; other
scholars think that this name may have been the throne-name
of Cyrus in Babylon) took control of the kingdom of Babylon.
Darius was 62 years old.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Daniel 5

“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked . . .” Galatians 6:7
There had been other drunken feasts, but that sin of
drunkenness was not the last straw. There were probably many other
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sins that didn’t destroy the Babylonian Kingdom. The thing that
angered God was “they brought the gold vessels that had been taken
from the Temple of the house of God which had been in Jerusalem;
and . . . drank from them” (5:3). What sacrilege! What blasphemy! It’s
almost as if Belshazzar wanted to defy God. Lord, I will be careful

never to blaspheme Your name or any sacred thing. I will never defy
You, I fear Your anger and judgment. Lord, be merciful to me in my
ignorance and blindness.

The reaction of God was swift in two ways. First God sent a
message, “The same hour” (5:5). Talk about something to kill a party.
A man’s hand began writing on the wall. Then the second reaction by
God, the Babylonian Kingdom fell in one night. It was October 12, 529
B.C., when the Medes and Persians took the city of Babylon in one
night. Sometimes the siege of a city as big as Babylon would last
several years, but God’s reaction was swift. Lord, teach me the
principle of instantaneous obedience. Because You sometimes

punish instantaneously, I will obey quickly. When I’m slow to obey,
have mercy. Sometimes I don’t know better because I’m blind. Show
grace and teach me what to do. I will do it as quickly as possible.

Why is it that some literates are quick to believe there are
errors in the Bible? They never give the God of the inspired Bible half
a chance to be right. For years they said there was no Belshazzar,
then an archaeologist found his name. They didn’t believe a city as
big as Babylon could fall in one night, then it was discovered the
Medes and Persians dug a canal and diverted the Euphrates River
that ran under the wall through Babylon. Their army marched
through in the middle of the night to the center of the city and
captured it the next morning. Lord, I believe the content of the Bible

was put there by You. I don’t doubt the content of Scripture, but
believe it and live by it. I believe holy men of God wrote the Bible as
they were inspired by the Holy Spirit (2 Pet. 1:21). Therefore I trust
every word. Since You put every word there, I will study each word to
find out why You put it there.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
DANIEL IS THROWN INTO THE LIONS’ DEN
Daniel 6
Darius thought it would be a good idea to choose 120 governors. He
wanted them to rule throughout the entire kingdom. So, Darius
chose 3 men to be co-presidents over those 120 governors.
Daniel was one of those 3 co-presidents. The co-presidents
reported directly to the king, so that the king would not suffer
any loss. Daniel showed that he could do the work better than
the other co-presidents and the governors. Daniel was
exceptionally talented. Because of this, the king was planning
to put Daniel in charge of the whole kingdom. So, the other copresidents and the governors tried to find some excuse to
accuse Daniel. However, Daniel continued doing the business
of the government faithfully. And they could not find anything
wrong with Daniel. Therefore, they could NOT accuse him
politically. Daniel was trustworthy. He did nothing wrong, and
he never cheated the king. Then those men said, “We will
never find any excuse to accuse Daniel. We must find
something bad to report in connection with his religion.”
So, the 2 co-presidents and the governors went to the king as a group,
saying: “O king Darius, live forever. The co-presidents, the
governors, the assistant governors, your advisers, and the
generals of the soldiers have all agreed about this: we think
you should declare a special law that everyone must obey—no
one would pray to any god or man except to you, O king. That
ban should be enforced for the next 30 days. Anyone who will
not obey this ban must be thrown into the pit with the lions.
Therefore, O king, make this special law now. Write it down so
that it cannot be changed.” (The laws of the Medes and the
Persians could never be canceled.) So, because of their
recommendation, King Darius made that a special law, writing
it down, and signed it.
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When Daniel learned about the new law and that it had been signed
by the king, he went to his house, to his room upstairs. The
windows of that room opened toward Jerusalem. And Daniel
knelt down and prayed. He went into the presence of God,
praising Him, just as he had always done. He did this 3 times
each day (at 9:00 a.m., at noon, and at 3:00 p.m., according to
Jewish tradition).
Then some of those jealous men went as a group and found Daniel
praying. They saw Daniel asking his God for help. So, they went
into the presence of the king and talked to the king regarding
the ban that he had signed. They said, “Didn’t you sign a
special law that says that no one is allowed to pray to any other
god or man for 30 days? O king, you are the only one that
anyone can pray to. And, doesn’t that special law say that
anyone who disobeys that ban will be thrown into the lions’
pit?”
The king answered, “Yes! And that law, like any law of the Medes and
the Persians, cannot be changed.”
Then those men answered in the king’s presence, “Well, Daniel is one
of the captives from Judah, and he is not paying any attention
to you or the ban which you signed. Instead, Daniel still prays
to his own god 3 times every day.” The king became very upset
with himself when he heard this. (Darius realized that he had
been trapped by his own hasty, rash decree.) He decided that
he had to rescue Daniel. All day long, King Darius tried to think
of a legal way to save him.
However, those men who had gathered in the presence of the king
said, “O king, don’t forget that the law of the Medes and the
Persians says that no law or command given by the king can be
changed.”
So, King Darius commanded them to bring Daniel and to throw him
into the lions’ pit. Then the king said to Daniel, “May your
God—the One whom you always serve—save you.”
They brought a huge stone and put it over the opening of the lions’ pit.
Then the king used his signet ring to put his special seal on the
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rock. The rings of his royal officers put their official seals on
that rock too. This showed that no one could break the seal,
move that rock, and bring Daniel out. Then the king went back
to his palace. He did not eat anything that night. No performers
came to entertain him. The king got very little sleep.
The next morning, King Darius got up at daybreak. He rushed to the
pit of the lions. As he came near the den, he was worried. He
called out to Daniel, saying, “Daniel, servant of the living God.
Has your God—the One that you always serve—has He been
able to save you from the lions?”
Daniel answered the king, “O my king, live forever. My God sent His
angels to shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me,
because my God knows that I am innocent. I have never done
anything to harm you, O my king.”
Then King Darius was very happy about Daniel. The king told his
servants to raise Daniel out of the lions’ pit. So they lifted him
out. They did not find any injury on Daniel. (This was because
Daniel had trusted in his God.)
Then the king gave a command. The men who had accused Daniel
were brought to the pit of the lions, and they were thrown into
the lions’ pit. Their wives and children were also thrown into it.
The lions overpowered them before they even hit the bottom of
the pit. And, the lions crushed all their bones.
Then King Darius wrote a letter to all the ethnic groups and to all
nations—to those who spoke every language—those who
were living in all the earth:
“I wish you great success.
I am making a new law. This decree is for people in all regions
of my kingdom: ALL OF YOU MUST FEAR AND RESPECT THE GOD OF
DANIEL.
Daniel’s God is the living God!
He endures forever.
His kingdom will never be destroyed;
His rule will never end.
God rescues and saves people;
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And He performs powerful proofs and amazing things
In heaven and on earth.
God saved Daniel from the power of the lions.”
So, Daniel was successful during the time that Darius was acting
king, and during the time that Cyrus the Persian was emperor.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Daniel 6
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“Repay no one evil for evil . . . If it is possible, as much as
depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Beloved, do not avenge
yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written,
‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord.” Romans 12:17-19
There is much jealousy in the work place. People who are
ruled by their sin natures will hate you because of your ethnic
background, language, your education or lack of it, and because of
your walk with God. There seem to be several reasons why the copresidents “sought to find some charge against Daniel” (6:4). Are
people jealous of you at work? Is it because you work harder and
smarter than they, or is it because you are lazy? Are they jealous
because you are a Christian? If someone hates you at your
workplace, make sure it’s not because you are a “slacker” or do
shoddy work. “If it’s Christian, it ought to be better.” Lord, I can’t help

how fellow workers respond to me, but I am responsible how I react
to them. I will love them for Christ, and like Daniel, I will pray for them
and I will be faithful to You, as was Daniel.

Daniel was always faithful to God in every situation. He was
faithful when first taken captive as a teenager, and later as an elderly
statesman. Then Daniel was faithful to God whether his king was
Nebuchadnezzar or Belshazzar, and whether he was ruled by Babylon
or Medio-Persia. When Daniel became co-president he was faithful.

Lord, I pledge myself to You to always be faithful. Even like Daniel, I
will be faithful to death. I will be faithful to You because You have
been faithful to me. “He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.”
(1 Thess. 5:24).

We see a remarkable fact in this story. An unsaved heathen
king is concerned about Daniel and spends the night fasting for
Daniel. Lord, may I have such a deep influence on the unsaved

around me that they would seek You as their Lord.

Did you see in the story that God sent an angel to shut the lions’
mouths? How did the angel do it? Did the angel take away the lions’
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hunger? Did the angel put an invisible fence that the lions couldn’t
cross? Did the angel constrain the hungry lions to not eat? God used
an angel as an instrument to save Daniel. Lord, I claim the protection

of Ps. 91:11, “You Lord will give Your angels charge over me, to keep
me safe in all my ways” (ELT).

The world has a slogan, “Don’t get mad, get even.” That was not
Daniel’s way. Daniel was a man of prayer, and you too must pray, i.e.,
praying for protection and praying for those who persecute you.
Jesus said, “Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you” (Luke
6:27-28). Why? “For in doing so you will heap coals of fire on his
head” (Rom. 12:20). Don’t try to get even. God keeps score. Let God
punish them as God punished the king’s cabinet who conspired
against Daniel. Remember, God can hit back harder than you. Lord, I

will keep my spirit sweet and I will not return evil for evil. When
someone criticizes me, I will not retaliate, but I will pray for them to
get saved. I will bless my opponents. Lord, send angels to protect
me.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
DANIEL’S DREAM ABOUT THE FOUR ANIMALS
Daniel 7
In Belshazzar’s 1st year as the king of Babylon (probably in 553 B.C.—
the events of Daniel 7 precede the events of Daniel 5), Daniel
had a dream. Daniel saw visions in his mind as he was lying on
his bed. Then Daniel wrote down everything that was related to
what he had dreamed.
Daniel said: “I saw my vision at night: winds of heaven were blowing.
They made the ocean very rough. And I saw 4 huge animals (4
powerful, political systems in the world) come up from the
ocean. Each animal was different from the other.
st
The 1 animal looked like a lion (Nebuchadnezzar was referred to as ‘a
lion;’ the lion was their traditional symbol of strength and
courage), but it had 2 wings like an eagle’s. I watched this
animal until its wings were torn off. It was lifted up from the
ground, so that it stood up on 2 feet, like a man. And, it was
given the mind of a man.
Then, look, I saw a 2nd animal in front of me. It looked like a bear (the
rising Medo-Persian federation). It was raised up on one of its
sides. (Media was the lower side and more passive, but Persia
was the upper side and very aggressive.) And it had 3 ribs
(these ‘3 ribs’ may refer to its 3 main conquests—Lydia [in 546
B.C.]; Babylon [in 539 B.C.]; and Egypt [in 525 B.C.]) in its mouth
between its teeth. This is what the bear was told: ‘Get up, eat all
the flesh you want.’ (The subjugation of many nations.)
After that, I looked, and behold, in front of me there was another
animal. This animal looked like a leopard. (A leopard is swifter
than a lion. This leopard represents the rapid conquests of
Alexander the Great [334-330 B.C.], from Europe to India.) And,
the leopard had 4 wings on its back. The wings looked like the
wings of a bird. And, this animal had 4 heads. (These ‘4 heads’
were the 4 main divisions of the Greek Empire after Alexander’s
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sudden death in 323 B.C.—Macedon and Greece [under
Antipater and Cassander]; Thrace and Asia Minor [under
Lysimachus]; Syria [under Seleucus I]; and Palestine and Egypt
[under Ptolemy I].) It was given authority to rule.
After that, in my vision at night, I continued looking, and behold, there
was a 4th animal. (This refers to the Roman Empire.) This
animal seemed cruel and terrible and very strong. It had large,
iron teeth. It crushed and ate whatever it killed. Then it
trampled on whatever was left. This 4th animal was different
from all the animals that I had seen before it. It had 10 horns.
While I was thinking about the horns, I saw another horn growing
among them. It was a little horn (the Antichrist—see 2 Thess.
2:3-4; Rev. 13:5-6). I saw this little horn had eyes like a person’s
eyes. (‘Eyes’ expressed intelligence.) It also had a mouth. And,
the mouth was bragging. The little horn pushed out 3 of the
other horns by the roots.
As I looked, thrones were set up. And God (who has been alive
forever) sat on His throne. His robe was as white as snow. And,
the hair on His head was pure, like white wool. His throne was
like flames of fire. And the wheels of His throne looked like
they were ablaze with fire. A river of fire was flowing, coming
forth from His presence. Many thousands of angels were
serving Him. Millions of them stood in His presence. Court was
ready to begin. And, the books were opened.
I kept on looking, because the little horn was bragging. I kept
watching until the 4th animal was finally killed. Its body was
destroyed, and it was thrown into the burning fire. The power
and the rule of the other animals had been taken from them.
However, they were permitted to live for a certain period of
time.
In my vision at night, I looked, and behold, there was One who looked
like a human being (‘One like the Son of Man’ = the Messiah).
He came near God who has been alive forever. And, he was
presented to God. The One who looked like a human being was
given the authority to rule. Glory and royal power were also
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given to him. All ethnic groups, nations, and people who spoke
every language will serve him. His rule will be eternal; it will
last forever. His kingdom will never be destroyed.”
THE INTERPRETATION OF THE DREAM
Daniel continued, “I, Daniel, was worried. The visions that went
through my mind alarmed me. I came near one of those
standing there, and asked what all this meant. So he explained
to me what those things meant. ‘These 4 great animals are 4
kingdoms. Those 4 kingdoms will come from the earth, but the
holy people who belong to the Most High God will eventually
receive the kingdom. And, they will possess the kingdom
forever and ever and ever.’
Then I wanted to know the truth of what the 4th animal meant. It was
different from all the other animals. It was so awesome; it had
iron teeth and bronze claws. It was the animal that crushed
and ate whatever it killed. And it trampled on whatever was left
over. I also wanted to know about the 10 horns on its head. And
I wanted to know about the little horn that grew there. It had
displaced 3 of the other 10 horns. It looked greater than the
others. And, it had eyes and a mouth that kept on bragging and
bragging.
As I watched, the little horn began making war against God’s holy
people. And, the little horn continued to kill them until God who
has been alive forever came. He judged in favor of the people
who belong to the Most High God. And, the time came for the
holy ones to receive the kingdom.
And he explained this to me: ‘the 4th animal is different from all the
other kingdoms. It will destroy people all over the world. It will
trample on and crush the whole earth. The 10 horns are 10
kings who will come from this 4th kingdom. After those 10 horns
are gone, another one will come. He will be different from the
kings who ruled before him. He will defeat 3 of the other kings.
This king will say awful things against the Most High God. And,
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he will hurt and kill God’s people. He will try to change times
and laws that have already been set. The people that belong to
God will be within that king’s power for 3 ½ years (literally, ‘for
a time, times, and half a time’).
But the heavenly court will decide what should happen. And, the
power of this king will be taken away. His kingdom will be
exterminated—completely destroyed. Then the people who
belong to the Most High God will have the kingdom. They will
rule over all the kingdoms under heaven with power and
greatness. Their kingdom will last forever. And, all dominions
will serve and obey them.’
“And that was the end of the dream. I, Daniel, was very alarmed. My
face became white from fear. However, I kept everything to
myself.” (This is the end of the Aramaic section of the Book of
Daniel; it began with Dan. 2:4).
MY TIME TO PRAY
Daniel 7

“You call those things that be not, as though they were.” Romans 4:17,
KJV
God showed Daniel the future of 4 kingdoms and rulers who
would rule the earth. Why did God do this? Because God is vitally
concerned who rules His earth, and one day, God Himself will rule this
world. So, dictators, wars, and rebellions don’t catch God by surprise.
God knows the future as though it had always happened. That means
God knows your future. He knows about your next victory and your
next defeat. Right now God is standing at the day of your death, so
trust Him for all things. Lord, I will trust You for today, because You

guide circumstances and You know my situations and You know my
future. I will follow Your leadership because You don’t make
mistakes.
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The liberals say some person wrote this book 200 years after
Jesus lived, because no one could predict the future. They are wrong,
God can predict the future and God guided Daniel to write these
things (accurately). “But you, Daniel, keep this prophecy a secret;
seal up the book” (Dan. 12:4, NLT). But two historical facts told us the
liberals are wrong. First, the Jews translated the Hebrew Canon into
Greek about 270 B.C., in Alexandria, Egypt. While that doesn’t prove
the prediction of the first three animals, it does reveal the prediction
of Rome becoming a world empire. This prediction was accurately
fulfilled. But there is a second thing, i.e., the Dead Sea Scrolls were
written approximately 400 years before Jesus lived. I have
personally read one that included Daniel’s prophecies, meaning
Daniel accurately predicted the coming of Alexander the Great and
the Greek Empire, plus the Roman Empire. Lord, I will trust Scripture

because I was born again through the Word of God. The reality of my
transformations is enough for me to trust my Bible. But thank You for
providing external historical facts that verify the supernatural
prediction of the future. I trust You, my Lord, because You know the
Scriptures and tell us some of the things that will happen in the
future.
Daniel predicted a “little horn” who will try to rule the world,
i.e., Antichrist. He is coming, I will look out for his influence. Lord,

Antichrist will try to rule the world; keep Your people on earth true to
You. Lord, I know You will destroy Antichrist and rule the world.

There’s a picture of God the Judge who will judge the world at
the end of this age. He is seen having “a fiery stream issued and
came forth from before Him” (7:10). Lord, Your judgment in the future

at the end of the age will be vicious and complete. But, then the
judgment of sin by the death of Jesus Christ was vicious and
complete. Lord, because You have judged my sins in Christ, I will not
be punished by the future coming Judgment throne. Thank You for
grace.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
DANIEL’S VISION OF THE RAM AND THE GOAT
Daniel 8
Daniel said, “During the 3rd year (about 551 B.C., the events of Dan. 8
preceded the events of Dan. 5) of King Belshazzar’s rule, I,
Daniel, had a vision. (This was after the first one.) In this
vision, I saw myself in the palace of Shushan (it was
comparatively insignificant at this time, but became a capital
city of Persia after the time of Cyrus) in the province of Elam. I
was standing beside the Ulai River. This was the vision I saw: I
looked up, and behold, I saw a ram (representing the MedoPersian Empire) standing beside the river. It had two high
horns. But one horn was longer than the other (referring to the
more dominant Persians). And the higher one came up last. I
watched the ram charge toward the west. He also charged to
the north and to the south. No animal could stand against him.
And, none could save another animal from his power. He did
whatever he wanted. And he became very powerful.
While I was thinking about this, behold, a male goat (representing
Alexander the Great and his fast-moving, superior, Greek army)
came from the west. This goat had one large horn that was
easy to see. It was between his eyes. He crossed over the
surface of the entire earth, but his feet did not touch the
ground. (Alexander’s army crossed the Hellespont and fought
their way all the way to India non-stop.) That goat charged at
the ram which had the 2 horns. (This was the ram that I had
seen standing by the river.) The goat was very angry. I
watched the goat attack the ram. It broke both of the ram’s 2
horns. The ram could not stop it. The goat knocked the ram to
the ground. Then the goat trampled over him. Nothing was
able to save the ram from the goat’s power.
So, the male goat became very powerful. But when he became strong,
his big horn broke off (the death of Alexander the Great in 323
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B.C. in Babylon). Then 4 horns (these were the 4 main divisions
of the Greek Empire after Alexander’s sudden death in 323 B.C.
[Dan. 8:22]—Macedon and Greece [under Antipater and
Cassander]; Thrace and Asia Minor [under Lysimachus]; Syria
[under Seleucus I]; and, Palestine and Egypt [under Ptolemy I])
grew up in the place of the one big horn. Those 4 horns were
prominent. They pointed in 4 different directions.
Then a little horn grew from one of those 4 horns. (This ‘little horn’ is
probably referring to the original prediction of the Antichrist,
Antiochus IV Epiphanes [that is, ‘the Illustrious One,’ his selfproclaimed title. However, the Jews dubbed him ‘Epimanes,’
which means ‘the maniac.’] In Palestine, he tried very hard to
systematically exterminate the Jewish religion from 168 to 164
B.C. The Maccabees successfully resisted his Hellenizing
efforts.) It became very big. It grew toward the south, toward
the east, and toward the bountiful land of Judah. That little
horn grew big (for a while, Antiochus IV Epiphanes conquered
most of Egypt) until it reached up to the skies. It even threw
down some of the army of heaven and the stars to the ground,
and trampled on them. That little horn magnified itself against
the Commander of the army of heaven. It halted the daily
sacrifices (which were being offered to Yahweh—Antiochus IV
Epiphanes slaughtered about 40,000 Jews in Jerusalem. He
entered the Most Holy Place and offered a pig as a sacrifice in
order to desecrate the Temple. And, he plundered the Temple,
the Altar of Incense, the Table of Showbread, and the Golden
Lampstand. He stopped all Jewish worship and forced the Jews
to worship Jupiter’s statue.) The place of his sanctuary was
pulled down. And the army of God was given over to it.
Because of this, the people sinned by stopping the daily
sacrifices. It was like throwing truth down to the ground. The
little horn was successful in everything it did.
Then I heard an angel speaking. Another angel asked the first one,
‘How long will the things in this vision last? The vision is about
the daily sacrifices. It is about apostasy, it brings destruction.
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It is about the sanctuary being pulled down. It is about the
army of heaven being trampled on.’
The angel said to me, ‘This will happen for 1,150 days (3 and ½ years).
Then the sanctuary will be restored to its rightful state.’”
GABRIEL EXPLAINS THE VISION
Daniel continued, “I, Daniel, saw this vision, and tried to understand
what it meant. Then, behold, someone who looked like a man
suddenly stood in front of me. And I heard a man’s voice
calling from the banks of the Ulai River: ‘Gabriel, explain the
vision to this man.’
Gabriel came close to where I was standing, I was very scared. I
bowed face-down on the ground. But Gabriel said to me, ‘O
human being, understand that this vision is about the time of
the end.’”
Daniel said, “While Gabriel was speaking to me, I fell into a deep
sleep. My face was on the ground. Then he touched me and
lifted me to my feet, and said, ‘Listen, I will explain the vision to
you. I will tell you what will happen later in the time of God’s
anger. Your vision was about the set time of the end.
You saw a ram that had 2 horns. Those horns are the kings of Media
and Persia. The fierce male goat is the king of Greece. The big
horn between its eyes is the 1st king (Alexander the Great).
After the horn broke off, 4 horns grew up in its place. Those 4
horns are 4 kingdoms. Those 4 kingdoms will come from the
nation of the 1st king. However, they will not be as strong as the
1st king.
When the end comes near for those kingdoms, a particular bold and
cruel king will come. This king will tell clever lies. This will
happen after many people have turned against God. This king
will be very powerful, but his power will not come from himself.
He will cause terrible destruction. He will be successful in
everything he does. He will destroy powerful people and even
the holy people. This king will use his knowledge to make his
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lies successful. And, in his own mind, he will think that he is
very important. He will destroy many people without warning.
He will try to fight even God, the Prince of Princes.
Nevertheless, that cruel king will be destroyed. And, it will not
be human power that breaks him.
The vision of the evening and the morning that has been shown to you
is true. However, seal up the visions. (So that it may be
preserved for the distant future.) Those things won’t happen
for a long time.’”
Daniel said, “I, Daniel became very weak. After that vision, I was sick
for several days. Then I got up and went back to work for the
king of Babylon. But I was very disturbed about the vision. I did
not understand what it meant.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Daniel 8

“The prophets predicted the salvation that should come to us,
but they didn’t understand the things they wrote. They even
searched and studied their own writing to understand the message
the Lord gave them.” 1 Peter 1:10-12, (ELT)
Daniel didn’t understand what he saw, heard or even wrote
down. At the end he wrote, “I was very disturbed about the vision. I
did not understand what it meant” (8:27). The principle is “The New
Testament reveals what the Old Testament conceals.” Lord, I will

study Your Word to understand as much as I can. Sometimes I don’t
get it the first time I read a passage, but I know there is something
there, because usually I see it later on. The more I understand Christ,
the more I understand the Old Testament.

God writes some things for us to understand later. Studying
“later” is good. The more I study and learn the Word of God, the more I
see how all the facts fit into God’s coherent whole. I have more
confidence in the Bible after 60 plus years of studying Scripture.
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Lord, I believe Your Word because I heard Your voice speak to me
through Scripture. I know it is true because the Bible makes sense.

The little horn that grew from one of the 4 horns of the Greek
Empire was probably the law of double fulfillment. Some predictions
have two fulfillments. As an illustration, Joel predicted, “Afterwards, I
will pour out My Spirit upon all flesh” (Joel 2:28). It was fulfilled the
first time on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:17) but it is also a reference
to the end days when it will be fulfilled a second time. So this little
horn was probably fulfilled the first time by Antiochus Epiphanes who
persecuted the Jewish state 168 B.C. to 164 B.C. It also is a second
reference to the Antichrist who will persecute the Jewish state in the
future Tribulation. Lord, I will study Your Scriptures carefully to find

out what it really means. Then I will believe it and live it.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
DANIEL PRAYS FOR ISRAEL
Daniel 9
Daniel said, “During the 1st year, Darius (who captured Babylon in 539
B.C. on behalf of Cyrus who would become king of the Persian
Empire; Darius died in 536 B.C.) the son of Xerxes, became king
over the Babylonian kingdom. He was a descendant of the
Medes. During Darius’ 1st year as king, I, Daniel, understood
from the Scriptures the total number of years which the LORD
had told the prophet Jeremiah—that Jerusalem must be
desolate for 70 years. (See Jer. 25:11-12; 29:10, dating from 606
B.C.; when Daniel came to know that the 70-year period was
nearing completion, i.e., 536 B.C., he was excited about the
promised restoration of Israel to their homeland and the
rebuilding of the Jewish Temple.)
Then I turned to the LORD, the one true God. I was seeking Him and
asking Him for help. I put on sackcloth (this was considered to
be the proper badge for mourning and/or humiliation) and I sat
down in ashes. I prayed to the LORD my God. I confessed all of
my sins to Him. I said, ‘O LORD, You are the great and awesome
God. You keep Your covenant of love with all who love You and
obey Your commands. But we have sinned, and we have done
wrong. We have been rebellious and turned away from Your
commands and Your laws. We did not listen to Your servants,
the prophets. They spoke on Your behalf to our kings, to our
leaders, and to our ancestors. The prophets also spoke to all
the people of the land.
O LORD, You are righteous, but we are full of shame today. The people
of Judah, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and all the people of
Israel are ashamed. People near and far, whom You scattered
among many nations are ashamed. We have not been loyal to
You. O LORD, we are all so ashamed. Our kings, our leaders, and
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our ancestors are so ashamed, because we have sinned
against You.
Nevertheless, O LORD our God, You show us mercy. You forgive us,
even though we have turned against You. We have not obeyed
what You, the LORD, our God, has said. We have not obeyed Your
teachings which You gave us through Your servants, the
prophets. All the people of Israel have disobeyed Your
teachings. All of them have turned away and refused to obey
Your voice. So, You brought upon us the curses of punishment
written in the teachings of Moses, Your servant. All these
things have happened to us because we sinned against You.
God, You said that these things would happen to us and to our
rulers. And, God, You caused them to happen. You brought
upon us a great disaster. Nothing has ever been done here on
earth like what was done to Jerusalem. This whole disaster
came upon us, just as it is written in the teachings of Moses.
Yet we have not pleaded to You, our God, for forgiveness. We
have not stopped sinning. And, we still don’t pay attention to
Your truth. So, You, LORD were ready to bring disaster upon us.
This is because You, LORD God, are right in everything You do.
But we still have not obeyed Your voice.
Now, O LORD, our God, You once used Your great power to bring us out
of the land of Egypt. Because of that, Your name is known even
today. LORD, we have sinned, and have done wrong. O LORD, You
are always righteous. So, please do not be so angry with
Jerusalem. Jerusalem is Your city on Your holy mountain. All
this has happened because of our sins and the evil things
which were committed by our ancestors. As a result, people
everywhere insult and make fun of Jerusalem and Your people.
Now, O our God, hear my prayers. I am Your servant. Listen to my
request for help. Do good things for Your sanctuary that is in
ruins. Do this for Your own sake. O my God, pay attention and
hear me. Open Your eyes and see all the terrible things that
have happened to us. Observe what has happened to the city
that is called by Your name. We do not ask these things of You
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because we are righteous. No, we are asking because of Your
great mercy. O LORD, listen. O LORD, forgive. O LORD, hear us
and do something. O my God, for Your own sake, don’t wait.
Your city and Your people are called by Your name.’”
THE 70 WEEKS
Daniel continued, “I was saying those things in my prayer to the LORD,
my God. I was confessing my sins and the sins of my people
Israel. I was praying for my God’s holy mountain. While I was
still praying, the man, Gabriel, came to me. (Gabriel was the
one whom I had seen in my last vision.) He came flying quickly
to me about the time of the evening sacrifice (3:00 p.m.).
Gabriel made things very clear to me saying, ‘I have come now
to help you understand. When you first started praying, an
answer was given. And I came to tell you, because God loves
you very much. So, think about the message and understand
the vision:
God has ordered 490 years (literally, “seventy sevens;” since Daniel
had already learned that the “70 years” of Jer. 25:11-12; 29:10
was literal, it was easy for him to understand Gabriel’s
prophetic “week” meant “a period of 7 years”) concerning your
people and your holy city. These years are ordered for these
reasons—to stop His people from rebelling against God; to put
an end to sin; to take away evil; to bring in righteousness that
continues forever; to make the vision and prophecy come true;
and to anoint the Most Holy One.
Learn and understand these things. A command will go forth to
rebuild and restore Jerusalem. The time from this command
until when the Prince anointed by God (Christ) comes will be
49 years and 434 years (a total of 483 years elapsed between
the re-establishment of Jerusalem and the appearance of
Jesus the Messiah). Jerusalem will be rebuilt with streets and
defenses around it. However, it will be built in a time of trouble.
After the 434 years, the Messiah will be killed. He will have
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nothing. The people of the prince (Antichrist who will try to
take the place of Christ) who is to come will destroy the city
and the sanctuary. That end will come like a flood. War will
continue until the very end. God has ordered that place to be
completely destroyed. That prince (Antichrist) will confirm the
covenant with many people for 7 years. He will put a stop to the
offerings and sacrifices after 3 ½ years. In the sacred place,
the Temple, he will set up the “Abomination of Desolation,”
until the end of what God ordered has been poured out upon
the desolated city.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Daniel 9

“The whole land shall be a desolation . . . shall serve the king of
Babylon seventy years.” Jeremiah 25:11
Daniel read what Jeremiah wrote and believed it. Daniel read
that Israel would be enslaved to the Babylonians for 70 years. Daniel
realized the 70 years were over, so he began praying for the Lord to
take him and his people back to the Promised Land. Lord, I will

believe what You promise, and I will claim Your promises in prayer,
just as did Daniel.

There is a principle of “identificational repentance.” That
means we identify before God with the sins committed by our
forefathers, and confess them to God. God doesn’t forgive their
personal sins because you confess their sins. No, each person is
responsible to God for his own sin. But you identify with their sins
because the consequences of their sin affects you. You confess their
sins so the consequences (the curses) of their sins are removed and
you don’t have to suffer them. Listen to Daniel, “We have not been
loyal to You . . . we are all so ashamed. Our kings, our leaders, and our
ancestors are so ashamed, because we have sinned against You”
(9:7-8). Daniel is in captivity because of their sins, so he confesses
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their sins to God so he can return to the Promised Land. In my prayer
meetings on Sunday A.M. I regularly confess America’s sins of
abortion, addiction, cursing, sexual immorality, because if God
punished America for her sins, I too would be punished. Lord, forgive

the sins of America, and don’t judge us. Be merciful to America and
hold back Your hand of judgment. Send revival to America and bring
my nation back to You.
This is the closest we come to actually predicting the time
Jesus Christ would come on earth the first time. The vision says it
begins when the command is given to rebuild the walls. The vision
says 69 weeks. (A week means the number 7. So 69 x 7 = 483 years
till Messiah comes, i.e., until Jesus comes.) Lord, I see this truth

because I believe Your Word. This is an amazing prediction. It all
comes in answer to Daniel’s prayer when he asked You, “When?”
Thank You for the answer.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
DANIEL’S VISION OF A MAN
Daniel 10
During Cyrus’ 3rd year as the king of Persia, something was revealed
to Daniel who was also named Belteshazzar. The message was
true. It was about a great conflict. But Daniel understood this
message, because it was explained to him in a vision.
Daniel said, “At that time, I, Daniel, was very sad for 3 full weeks: I did
not eat any fancy food. I didn’t eat any meat. I didn’t even taste
wine. I didn’t put any olive oil on my skin. I didn’t do any of
these things for 3 full weeks.
On the 24th day of the 1st month, I was standing beside the great Tigris
River. Then I looked up, and, behold, I saw a man dressed in
linen clothes. Wrapped around his waist was a belt made of
fine gold. His body was like shiny, yellow quartz. His face was
bright, like lightning, and his eyes were like torches of fire. His
arms and legs were shiny like polished bronze. And, his voice
sounded like the roar of a big crowd.
I, Daniel, was the only person who saw the vision. The men who were
with me did not see it, but they were really scared. They were
so afraid that they ran away and hid themselves. So, I was left
alone, watching this great vision. I lost my strength. My face
turned white, like a corpse. And, I was helpless. Then I heard
the man in the vision speaking. As I listened, I fell into a deep
trance, my face was on the ground.
Then, behold, a hand touched me. This put me on my hands and
knees; I was shaking. The man in the vision said to me, ‘Daniel,
God loves you very much. Think very carefully about the words
which I will speak to you. Stand up because I have been sent to
you.’ And when he said this, I stood up though I was still
shaking.
Then the man said to me, ‘Daniel, don’t be afraid. Some time ago, you
decided to try to obtain understanding. You humbled yourself
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in the presence of your God. Since that time, God has listened
to you. And, I have come to you because you have been
praying. But the demonic general of the Persian Empire (Satan
had installed one of his demons to exercise direct influence
over the Persian Empire [Dan. 10:20]; these spiritual struggles
were not merely symbolic, they were real) has been opposing
me for 21 days. Then, behold, Michael, one of the most
important angels, came to help me. He came because I had
been left there with the princes of Persia. Now, I have come to
you, Daniel, to explain to you what will happen to your people
later. This vision is about a time in the future.’”
Daniel continued, “While he was speaking this way to me, I bowed
face down. I couldn’t speak. Then, behold, one who looked like
a man touched my lips. I opened my mouth and started to
speak. I said to the one standing in front of me: ‘I am very
disturbed and afraid, O master. It is because of what I saw in
the vision. I feel helpless. O my master, I am your servant. How
can I talk with you? My strength is gone, and it is difficult for
me to breathe.’
The one who looked like a man touched me again. And, he gave me
strength. He said, ‘Daniel, don’t be afraid. God loves you very
much. Peace be with you. Be strong now; be strong.’”
Daniel said, “When he spoke to me, I did become stronger. Then I
said, ‘My master, speak, since you have given me the strength
to listen.’”
So then he said, “Daniel, do you know why I have come to you? Soon I
must go back to fight against the demonic general of Persia.
When I leave, then look, the general of Greece (Alexander the
Great) will come (in 333 B.C. Alexander the Great favored the
Jews). But before I go, I must first tell you what is written in the
Book of Truth. Except for Michael, no one stands with me
against them. Michael is the guardian angel who is in charge
of your people (the Jews).”
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Daniel 10

“He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world.” 1
John 4:4
For three weeks, Daniel was on a limited fast. He didn’t eat
“fancy foods” which are desserts or “chef-type” meal preparation. He
ate only vegetables. Today, this is called a Daniel Fast. (See Fasting
For Spiritual Breakthrough, by Elmer Towns, www.elmertowns.com.)
Daniel was fasting because he was sad. You might want to follow this
limited fast when praying seriously about grave matters. Lord, when I

need to concentrate on intercession, I will fast and pray. I will hunger
and thirst after righteousness, so I can “feed” on Your Word.

Many times Satan or demons oppose us, and we don’t even
know it. We accept defeat as part of life. Only those who live close to
God realize what’s happening. Did Job know there was spiritual
warfare going on behind the scenes that was causing his problems?
Probably not! Did Daniel know what was happening to him? Not until
he was told. Lord, I believe “He who is in you is greater than he who is

in the world” (1 John 4:4). Lord, protect me even when I don’t realize
I’m in trouble. When there is evil, give me wisdom to know what’s
happening and how I should react. Give me this wisdom only if You
think I need it.
Spiritual warfare takes all your energy away. Daniel said, “As
for me, no strength remains in me now, nor is any breath left in me”
(10:17). Lord, give me strength as I need it. I claim Your promise, “As

the day demands, so shall thy strength be” (Deut. 33:25). Teach me to
get strength from You, i.e., “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me” (Phil. 4:13).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE FUTURE AFTER DARIUS
Daniel 11
Then the man in the vision said to me, “In the 1st year, Darius the Mede
was acting king. I stood up to support Michael. I supported
him in his fight against the demonic general of Persia.”
THE KINGDOMS OF THE NORTH AND THE SOUTH
“Now then, Daniel, listen, I tell you the truth: three more kings will rule
in Persia. Then a 4th king will come (Xerxes I [486-465 B.C.],
also known as ‘Ahasuerus,’ attempted to conquer Greece in
480 B.C., but was soundly defeated in Salamis [see Est. 1:1]). He
will be much richer than all the kings of Persia before him. He
will use his riches to get power. And, he will stir up everyone
against the kingdoms of Greece. (Xerxes I mustered about 2.6
million soldiers to fight the Greeks.)
Then a mighty Greek king (Alexander the Great [336-323 B.C.]) will
come. He will rule with great power. He will do anything he
wants. After that king has come, his kingdom will be broken up.
It will be divided up, toward the 4 winds of the skies. His
kingdom will not go to his descendants. And, it will not have
the power that he had. This is because his kingdom will be
pulled up and given to others.
The king of the South (Ptolemy I Soter [323-285 B.C.] of Egypt) will
become strong. (Hereafter, the Book of Daniel focuses upon
Egypt and Syria because the holy land lay between them.
‘North’ refers to Syria; and ‘South’ refers to Egypt.) But one of
Alexander’s commanders (Seleucus I Nicator [311-280 B.C.])
will become even stronger. He will begin to rule his own
kingdom with great power. Then, after a few years, the king of
the South and the commander will become friends. The
daughter of the king of the South (Berenice, the daughter of
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Ptolemy II Philadelphus [285-246 B.C.] of Egypt) will go to make
a peace-treaty with the king of the North (Antiochus II Theos
[261-246 B.C.] of Syria) by marriage. However, she will not keep
her power. And, he and his family will not last. (Laodice was
the former wife of Antiochus II. She conspired to have
Antiochus II and Berenice murdered. She poisoned him.) She,
her royal escort, her child, and her supporters will be killed.
(Berenice and her son were put to death.)
But a person from her family (Berenice’s brother, who was called
Ptolemy III Euergetes [246-221 B.C.] of Egypt conquered Syria
all the way to the Euphrates River) will become king of the
South. He will attack the army of the king of the North. He will
go into the king’s strong, walled city. (This could have been the
city of Antioch itself.) He will fight and win. He will take their
gods and their metal idols. He will also take their valuable
things made of silver and gold. (Ptolemy III Euergetes returned
to Egypt with 40,000 talents of silver, precious vessels, and
2,400 images (including Egyptian idols].) He will take those
things back to Egypt. Then he will not bother the king of the
North for a few years. Next, the king of the North will attack the
king of the South. Nevertheless, he will be beaten back to his
own country. (He invaded Egypt in 242 B.C. but was forced to
retreat.)
The sons of the king of the North will prepare for war. They will get a
large army together. That army will move through the land very
quickly, like a powerful flood. Later, that army will come back
and fight all the way to the strong, walled city of the king of the
South. (Ptolemy’s fortress was at Raphia, which was southwest
of Gaza. Antiochus III wanted to re-capture all the parts of Syria
which Euergetes had previously gained.) Then the king of the
South (Ptolemy IV Philopator [221-203 B.C.] of Egypt) will
become very angry and will march out to fight against the king
of the North. The king of the North will have a large army,
however, he will lose the battle. (Antiochus III was defeated at
Raphia in 217 B.C.) The soldiers will be carried away, so the
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king of the South will be very proud, and he will kill tens of
thousands of soldiers from the northern army. (Polybius, the
historian, informs us that Antiochus III lost almost 10,000
infantrymen at Raphia, and another 4,000 were captured.) But
he will not continue to be successful.
The king of the North will gather another army (Antiochus III joined
with a king of Macedonia) and come back. That army will be
larger than the first army. After several years, he will attack.
That army will be very large, and it will have plenty of weapons.
In those times, many people will oppose the king of the South.
(Ptolemy V Epiphanes [203-181 B.C., only a boy at the time] of
Egypt.) Some of your own people who love to fight (these were
Jews who joined the army of Antiochus III in order to revolt
against the domination of the Ptolemies) will turn against the
king of the South. (Scopas, Ptolemy V Epiphanes’ general,
crushed this rebellion in 200 B.C.) They will think it is time for
God’s promises to come true. (These seditious Jews helped
Antiochus III overcome the Egyptian garrison stationed in
Jerusalem [Josephus, Antiquities 12.3.3.].) And they will fail.
Then the king of the North (Antiochus III) will come. He will
build up siege-ramps all around the city walls. And he will
capture a strong, walled city. The defenses of the South will
not have the power to fight back. Even their best soldiers will
not be strong enough to stop the army of the North. (Antiochus
III cornered Ptolemy V in Sidon, and Ptolemy V was forced to
surrender in 198 B.C.)
The king of the North who opposes him (Antiochus III, who was in
control of Palestine by 197 B.C.) will do whatever he wants. No
one will be able to stand against him. He will gain power over
the bountiful land of Israel. And, he will have the power to
destroy it. (The Jews were subjugated under the control of
Antiochus III.)
The king of the North will decide to use all of his power to fight
against the king of the South. He will make a peace-treaty with
the king of the South. The king of the North will give one of his
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daughters as a wife to the king of the South. (Antiochus III gave
his daughter [Cleopatra I] in marriage to Ptolemy V in 194 B.C.,
promising Coele-Syria and Judea as a dowry, thereby securing
neutrality in Antiochus’ war with the Romans. Through his
daughter, Antiochus III hoped to obtain Syria, Cilicia, Lycia, and
Egypt eventually.) He will do that so he can defeat the king of
the South. But, those plans will not succeed or help him.
(Cleopatra I, however, favored her husband [Ptolemy V] instead
of her father [Antiochus III], thus defeating her father’s
scheme.) Then the king of the North (Antiochus III) will turn his
attention to other places. He will capture many cities along the
coast of the Mediterranean Sea. But a Roman commander will
put an end to the pride of the king of the North. The commander
will turn that pride back on him. (The Roman consul named
Lucius Cornelius Scipio Asiaticus defeated Antiochus III at
Magnesia in Asia Minor in 190 B.C.) After that happens, the king
of the North will go back to the strong, walled cities of his own
country (Syria). But he will lose his power there. (The Romans
compelled Antiochus III to give all of the territory west of the
Taurus, as well as for him to pay for the expenses incurred
during the war.) That will be the end of him.
The next king of the North (Seleucus IV Philopator [187-185 B.C.], the
son of Antiochus the Great) will send out a tax collector to
maintain the royal splendor. In a few years, that ruler will be
killed. However, he will not die in anger or in a battle.
That ruler will be followed by a man who is hated. (Antiochus IV
Epiphanes [175-164 B.C.] seized power.) He will not have the
honor of being from a king’s family. He will attack the kingdom
when the people feel safe. He will seize the kingdom by lying to
the people. He will sweep away large and powerful armies in
defeat. He will even defeat a prince who made a treaty.
(Ptolemy VI Philometor [181-146 B.C., the son of Cleopatra I] of
Egypt). Many nations will make alliances with that hated ruler
(Antiochus IV Epiphanes), but he will lie to them. (Feigning
friendship with young Ptolemy VI Philometor, Antiochus IV
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Epiphanes took possession of Memphis and all of Egypt, as far
as Alexandria.) He will gain much power. But only a few people
will support him. The richest areas will feel safe (because of
Antiochus IV Epiphanes’ guise of friendship), but that hated
ruler will attack them, and he will succeed where his
forefathers did not. He will take things from the countries that
he defeated. And, he will give those things to his followers. He
will plan to defeat and destroy strong cities. He will be
successful, but only for a short time.
That hated ruler will have a large army, and will use it to stir up his
strength and courage. He will attack the king of the South.
(This was the first of three military campaigns of Antiochus IV
Epiphanes against Egypt.) The king of the South (Ptolemy VI
Physcon, also called Euergetes II) will raise a large and very
powerful army and get ready for war. But the people who
oppose him will make secret plans. And, the king of the South
will be defeated. There were many people who were supposed
to be good friends of the king of the South (Ptolemy VI
Physcon). However, they will try to destroy him. His army will
be swept away in defeat. Many of his soldiers will be killed in
battle.
Those two kings (Antiochus IV Epiphanes and Ptolemy VI Physcon)
will continue to try to defeat each other. They will sit at the
same table and lie to each other (at Memphis), but it will not do
either one of them any good. That is because God has set a
time for them to come to an end. The king of the North will go
back to his own country with much wealth. Then he will decide
to attack the holy covenant. (In 169 B.C. Antiochus IV plundered
the Temple in Jerusalem. He massacred 80,000 Jews, took
40,000 prisoners there, sold another 40,000 as slaves, and set
up an army garrison in the city.) He will do what he planned.
(Antiochus IV Epiphanes entered the holy sanctuary with
blasphemies, took away various gold and silver objects, and
sacrificed a pig on the altar, sprinkling its broth throughout the
Temple area.) Then he will go back to his own country.
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At the proper time, the king of the North will attack the king of the
South again. However, this time, he will not be successful as
he was before. (Ptolemy Philometor suspected what Antiochus
Epiphanes was planning, so he hired mercenaries from Greece
to fight for him against Antiochus Epiphanes, who was later
forced to retreat from Egypt and Cyprus.) Ships from the west
(Rome, arriving in Greek ships, which were under the command
of Popilius Laenas) will come and fight against the king of the
North (Antiochus IV Epiphanes). He will see those ships
coming, and he will be afraid. Then he will withdraw and show
his anger against God’s people who obey the holy covenant.
(Against his wishes, Jewish worship had been restored.
Antiochus IV Epiphanes sent 22,000 of his men to pillage
Jerusalem again.) But, once again, he will be good to those
who have abandoned the holy covenant (apostate Jews).
The king of the North will send his army. They will make the fortified
sanctuary in Jerusalem ‘unclean.’ They will stop the people
from offering the daily sacrifices. Then they will set up ‘tshe
Abomination of Desolation.’ (In 168 B.C., Antiochus IV
Epiphanes set up in the Temple area of Jerusalem an altar to
the pagan god, Zeus Olympius. Antiochus Epiphanes identified
himself with that god.)
Using flattery, the king of the North will seduce those who violate the
covenant. But there will be some people who know God and
obey Him. They will be strong and fight back.
Those who are wise will help the others understand what is
happening. But some of them will be killed with swords. Some
will be burned or be taken captive. Some of them will have
their homes and possessions taken away. These things will
continue for several days. When the wise ones are suffering,
they will receive a little help. Many who join the wise ones will
be killed. (The Maccabean War lasted from 168 to 165 B.C.)
However, the hard times must come. (The independence
obtained by the Maccabees was only short-lived, because the
Romans eventually conquered the Jewish ‘nation.’) This is so
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that they can be made stronger and purer. They will be without
faults until the time of the end comes. Then, at the right time,
the end will come.
The king of the North (Antiochus IV Epiphanes) will do whatever he
wants. He will brag about himself. He will praise himself and
think he is above any god. (Here Daniel was predicting the
appearance of the Antichrist. See 2 Thess. 2:4, 8; Rev. 13:1-18;
16:13, 16; 19:19. Antiochus IV Epiphanes was only the prototype
of the Antichrist.) He will say things that no one has ever heard
said against the God of gods. He will be successful until all the
awful things have happened. Nevertheless, what the true God
has planned to happen will happen. That king of the North will
not care about the gods that his ancestors worshipped. He
won’t care about women. He won’t care about any god. Instead,
he will make himself more important than any god. The king of
the North will worship power and strength. His ancestors did
not love such power as he will. He will honor the god of power
with gold and silver, precious stones, and gifts. That king will
attack strong, walled cities. He will do it with the help of a
foreign god. He will give much honor to the people who join
him. He will make them rulers in charge of many other people.
And, he will make those rulers pay him for the land that they
rule.
At the time of the end, the king of the South will fight a battle against
the king of the North. The king of the North will attack him like a
storm. He will attack with chariots and soldiers on horses and
many ships. He will invade many countries and sweep through
their lands like a flood. The king of the North will attack the
bountiful land of Judah. He will defeat many countries. But
Edom, Moab, and the leaders of Ammon (old enemies of God’s
people allying themselves again with this king who would be
completely anti-God) will escape from him. The king of the
North will show his power in many countries. The land of Egypt
will not escape. The king of the North will receive treasures of
gold and silver. And, he will obtain all the riches of Egypt. The
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Libyan and Nubian people will obey him. But the king of the
North will hear news from the east and the north. And, it will
cause him to be angry. He will depart to completely destroy
many nations. He will set up his royal tents. They will be
between the seas (the Dead Sea and the Mediterranean Sea) at
the beautiful, holy mountain (Jerusalem). But finally, his end
will come. There will be no one to help him.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Daniel 11

“Now we know that Antichrist comes.” 1 John 2:18
This is one of the most difficult chapters in Scripture to
understand. It deals intricately with people and places in the New
East. I cannot understand it without help. Lord, help me to

understand what is difficult. Help me to act on that which is plain to
know.
This chapter again used the Law of Double Fulfillment. The king

of the North is perhaps a reference to Antiochus IV Eiphanes who
offered a pig on the altar in Jerusalem and slaughtered many Jews,
trying to wipe out the nation. The second fulfillment is perhaps the
Antichrist. Antiochus is a prototype of the Antichrist. I see two
predictions of Antichrist that are controversial, and I’ve had many
take issue with me, i.e., the Antichrist will probably be a Jew and will
probably be a homosexual. “Neither shall he regard the God of his
fathers (he’s a Jew). Nor the desire of women (homosexual), nor
regard my God, for he shall magnify himself above all” (11:37, KJV).
Since Jesus Christ was a Jew, it’s only natural to regard the one trying
to take his place as a Jew. My critics point out the Antichrist in
Revelation comes from the sea, i.e., a picture of him coming from
Gentile nations (Rev. 13:1). My answer: the Antichrist will be a Jew
born outside the holy land. Lord, when we come to interpret the
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controversial things, I will say “perhaps”, for I don’t know the exact
truth. Lord, You do.

We see many characteristics of Antichrist in this passage. (1)
He will exalt himself (11:36), (2) he will reject God (11:37), (3) he is a
strong, self-willed man (11:36), (4) he will desecrate the Temple in
Jerusalem (11:31, Matt. 24:15), (5) he shall be a persuasive speaker
(11:36), (6) he knows a strange god (Satan) (11:38-39), (7) he has
hatred toward the Jews (11:41). Lord, keep me from the Spirit of

Antichrist (1 John 2:18); I will worship my LORD and Savior, Jesus
Christ.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE END OF DAYS
Daniel 12
The man in the vision said, “O Daniel, at that time (the time when the
Antichrist will be destroyed at the Second Coming of Christ)
Michael the great angelic general will stand up. He is the one
who protects your people. And, there will be a time of distress.
It will be the worst time since nations have been on earth, but
your people will be delivered then. Everyone whose name is
written in God’s book will be saved. Many people who have
already died will live again. Some of them will wake up to have
eternal life. But some will wake up to find shame and disgrace
forever. The wise people will shine like the brightness of the
sky. Those who teach many others to live right will shine like
stars, forever and ever.
But you, O Daniel, close up the book (guarding the message of the
Book of Daniel) and seal it until the time of the end. Many
people will run to and fro and knowledge will grow.”
Daniel continued, “Then I, Daniel, looked, and I saw two other men.
One was standing on my side of the river bank. And, the other
was standing on the far side of the river bank. The man who
was dressed in linen was hovering over the water in the river.
One of the two men asked him, ‘How long will it be before these
amazing things come true?’
The man dressed in linen who hovered over the water of the river
raised his hands toward heaven, and I heard him make a vow;
he used the name of God who lives forever. He said: ‘It will be
for 3 ½ years (literally, “for a time, times, and half a time”). The
power of the holy people will finally be broken. Then all these
things will come true.’”
Daniel continued, “I heard the answer, but I did not really understand
it. So I asked, ‘O my master, what will happen after all these
things come true?’
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“He answered, ‘Go on your way, Daniel. The message is closed up and
sealed until the time of the end. Many people will be made
clean, pure, and refined. But the evil people will continue to do
evil things. And, none of those evil people will understand
these things. Nevertheless, the wise people will understand
them.
The daily sacrifice will be stopped. There will be 1,290 days from that
time. Then “the Abomination of Desolation” will be set up.
Those who wait for the end of 1,335 days will be happy.
As for you, Daniel, go on your way, all the way to the end. When you
die, you will receive your rest. And, at the end, you will rise
from death to receive your reward!’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Daniel 12

“Being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a
good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.”
Philippians 1:6
You can have confidence in your relationship with God
because, “Everyone whose name is written in God’s book will be
saved” (12:1). Lord, You don’t terrorize Your followers, neither do You

threaten to excommunicate them. Rather Lord, Your followers have
great confidence. “This is our confidence that we have in Him” (1
John 5:14). Lord, I rest in the assurance of my salvation, and I will not
give away my confidence for fear of doubt.
The resurrection is promised to Daniel “many people who have
died will live again, some of them will wake up to have eternal life.
But some will wake up to find shame and disgrace forever” (12:2).

Lord, my body shall sleep in death until the resurrection, then it will
awake to eternal joy with You.
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The soul winner will shine in the day of resurrection when he
sees those he has won to salvation. “Those who teach many others to
live right will shine like stars forever and ever” (12:3). Lord, I will win

people to Christ, not just to be like a shining star in heaven, but
because You command it (Mark 16:15) and they will be lost forever
without salvation.

Daniel is promised death and he will not return to the Promised
Land, for which he prayed. He was told he will die, “You, go your way
till the end; for you shall rest, and will arise to your inheritance at the
end of the days” (12:13). The Lord has promised all of us will die, “It is
appointed unto men once to die” (Heb. 9:27). But we have the promise
of Jesus, “I will come again and receive you to Myself” (John 14:3).

Lord, I put my future in Your hands. I know I must die, and I’m not good
with pain, so “I want to die well,” as John Wesley said. But maybe,
Lord, I’ll live until the rapture, “Even so, come Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20).
Amen.
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PRAYERS FROM EZRA

AN INTRODUCTION
TO EZRA
The Book of Ezra was formerly associated with the Book of
Nehemiah in the Hebrew Bible. Both books were treated as one book.
They give an account of the return of the Jewish exiles from
Babylonia to Jerusalem. They tell of the re-establishment of their
Temple, their worship, and the national life in their original
homeland.
Ezra, whose name means "help", was a wonderful, scholarly
priest who led his people home. He wrote a very simple history and
did not give much direct teaching in that book. He made no effort to
tell a continuous story. In fact, between Ezra 6 and Ezra 7 almost 60
years passed.
One should also read the contemporaneous Book of Esther to
discover what was happening elsewhere during this general time
period. It would also be helpful to read the writings of Haggai,
Zechariah, and Malachi, who lived and preached during this
restoration age. The two prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, were
closely connected with the first return of Zerubbabel in 538 B.C. God
encouraged the Jews to complete His Temple through these men,
despite much opposition.
Actually, there were three groups which returned to Palestine.
They were led respectively by Zerubbabel (538 B.C.), Ezra (457 B.C.),
and Nehemiah (444 B.C.). The Books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther
cover about 100 years (536-432 B.C.).
The main message of Ezra is that God uses whomever suits His
purpose, whether Cyrus and Artaxerxes, or Ezra, Zerubbabel, and
Nehemiah. God empowered His chosen people to overcome all
opposition, even against impossible odds.
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SCRIPTURE
THE PROCLAMATION OF KING CYRUS
Ezra 1
The first year that Cyrus (the prophet Isaiah predicted that King Cyrus
would accomplish the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple
(Isa. 44:28-45:7).) was king of Persia, the Lord stirred up the
spirit of Cyrus to make a proclamation and sent it throughout
his kingdom. And, he also put it in writing so that the message
of the Lord spoken by Jeremiah would come true. (See Jer.
25:11-14. The 70 years had expired—from 606 B.C. to 536 B.C.)
The announcement said: “This is what Cyrus, king of Persia,
says:
‘The Lord, the God of heaven, has given all the kingdoms of the earth
to me. And, He has appointed me to rebuild the Temple for Him
at Jerusalem which is in Judah. Now all of you who are God’s
people are free to go back up to Jerusalem in Judah. And, may
your God be with you. You are permitted to build the Temple of
the Lord. He is the God of Israel who is in Jerusalem. Those
who remain behind should support anyone who wants to go
back there. Give them silver and gold, supplies, and animals.
And, give them voluntary offerings for the Temple of God which
is in Jerusalem.’”
Then the clan leaders of Judah and Benjamin got ready to go to build
the Temple of the Lord, which is in Jerusalem. So did the
priests and the Levites. God stirred up all the people to want to
go. And, all their neighbors helped them. They gave them
things made of silver and gold, along with supplies, animals,
and valuable gifts. In addition, they gave them free-will
offerings for the Temple.
Also, King Cyrus brought out the utensils that belonged with the
Temple of the Lord. Nebuchadnezzar had taken them out of
Jerusalem (in 597 B.C. and in 587 B.C.), and, put them in the
Temple of his own god. Cyrus, king of Persia, had Mithredath,
the treasurer, bring them out. So, he did an inventory of those
things for Sheshbazzar, (Zerubbabel) the prince of Judah.
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There were 30 gold basins, 1,000 silver basins, 29 silver pans,
30 gold bowls, 410 matching silver bowls, and 1,000 other
pieces.
There was a total of 5,400 gold and silver things. Sheshbazzar
brought up everything when the exiles went up from Babylon to
Jerusalem.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezra 1

“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of
the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD
stirred up the spirit of Cyrus . . .” Ezra 1:1
Nebuchadnezzar took the Jews to Babylon and worked them as
slaves. Seventy years later when Cyrus defeated Babylon, he had all
these slaves—not just Jews, but displaced people from the entire
empire—in his hands to feed and provide for. Cyrus felt these
people could make more money for his empire if he sent them home
to work, so he could tax them. That was better than using slaves to
build the infrastructure of his empire. Whatever the motivation, God
used Cyrus to fulfill prophesy that predicted the Jews would return
home (Isa. 44:28-45:7). Lord, I’m annoyed how secular people deny

Your predictions about the future. This story gives me confidence
that Your predictions about my home in heaven will be fulfilled.

God predicted the Babylonian captivity would last 70 years (Jer.
25:11). The perfect timing is marvelous to see. There were 3
captivities: (606 B.C., when Daniel was taken; 579 B.C., when Ezekiel
was taken; and 587 B.C., when the Temple was destroyed). There were
3 returns, each one 70 years after a perfect captivity, (536 B.C., 527
B.C., and 516 B.C.). God did more than predict the future. There is no
time that limits God, He stands above time. God now stands at the
moments when all predictions will be fulfilled. God is now standing
at the day of your death (if Jesus doesn’t come first), but He also
stands at the day when He will return from heaven. Lord, I trust You to
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guide my life because You know what will happen on each of the days
of the future.

The chapter teaches us “The heart of the King is in the hand of
the LORD . . . He turns whenever He wishes” (Prov. 21:1). Just as God
used Cyrus to fulfill prophecy, God completes His will in our lives by
the things our rulers decide to do. Lord, I will trust You to complete

Your will in my life by the things my rulers do. Therefore, I will submit
to their leadership (Rom. 13:1) and pray for them (1 Tim. 2:1, 2).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE RECORD OF THE EXILES WHO RETURNED
Ezra 2
These are the people of the province who went up from exile.
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, had taken them captive to
Babylon, now they returned to Jerusalem and Judah. Each one
went back to his own hometown.
These people came (it took about 4 months to make the trip.
Essentially the same list of names in Neh. 7:6-73 and 1 Ezra 5:843.) with Zerubbabel, (Ezra 1-6 provides a record of Israel's
gradual return from Babylonian captivity that lasted for 23
years (from about 538 to 516 B.C.) Jeshua (the High Priest),
Nehemiah (not the same person as the one who wrote the Book
of Nehemiah), Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar,
Bigvai, Rehum, and Baanah.
This is the count of the men of the people of Israel:
the descendants of Parosh -- 2,172;
the descendants of Shephatiah -- 372;
the descendants of Arah -- 775;
the descendants of Pahath-Moab (through the family of Jeshua
and Joab) -- 2,812;
the descendants of Elam -- 1,254;
the descendants of Zattu -- 945;
the descendants of Zaccai -- 760;
the descendants of Bani -- 642;
the descendants of Bebai -- 623;
the descendants of Azgad -- 1,222;
the descendants of Adonikam -- 666;
the descendants of Bigvai -- 2,056;
the descendants of Adin -- 454;
the descendants of Ater (through the family of Hezekiah) -- 98;
the descendants of Bezai -- 323;
the descendants of Jorah -- 112;
the descendants of Hashum -- 223;
the descendants of Gibbar -- 95.
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These are the descendants from the town of Bethlehem -- 123;
the men from Netophah -- 56;
the men from Anathoth -- 128;
the descendants from Azmaveth -- 42;
the descendants from Kiriath-Arim, Chephirah, and Beeroth -743;
the descendants from Ramah and Geba -- 621;
the men from Michmas -- 122;
the men from Bethel and Ai -- 223;
the descendants from Nebo -- 52;
the descendants from Magbish -- 156;
the descendants from the other town of Elam -- 1,254;
the descendants from Harim -- 320;
the descendants from Lod, Hadid, and Ono -- 725;
the descendants from Jericho -- 345;
the descendants from Senaah -- 3,630.
These are the priests: the descendants of Jedaiah through the
family of Jeshua -- 973;
the descendants of Immer -- 1,052;
the descendants of Pashhur -- 1,247;
the descendants of Harim -- 1,017.
These are the Levites: the descendants of Jeshua and Kadmiel
(through the family of Hodaviah) -- 74.
These are the singers: the descendants of Asaph -- 128.
These are the descendants of the gatekeepers of the Temple:
the descendants of Shallum, Ater, Talmon, Akkub, Hatita, and
Shobai -- a total of 139.
These are the Temple servants: the descendants of Ziha,
Hasupha, Tabbaoth;
the descendants of Keros, Siaha, Padon,
the descendants of Lebanah, Hagabah, Akkub;
the descendants Hagab, Shamlai, Hanan;
the descendants of Giddel, Gahar, Reaiah;
the descendants of Rezin, Nekoda, Gazzam;
the descendants of Uzza, Paseah, Besai;
the descendants of Asnah, Meunim, Nephusim;
the descendants of Bakbuk, Hakupha, Harhur;
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the descendants of Bazluth, Mehida, Harsha;
the descendants of Barkos, Sisera, Temah;
the descendants of Neziah, and Hatipha.
These are the descendants of the servants of Solomon: the
descendants of Sotai, Hassophereth, Peruda; the descendants
of Jaalah, Darkon, Giddel; the descendants of Shephatiah,
Hattil, Pochereth-Hazzebaim, and Ami.
The Temple servants and the descendants of the servants of Solomon
totaled 392.
And, these were the people who went up to Jerusalem from these
Babylonian villages: Tel-Melah, Tel-Harsha, Cherub, Addan, and
Immer. However, they could not prove that their families
descended from the people of Israel. They were: the
descendants of Delaiah, Tobiah, and Nekoda -- 652.
The descendants of the priests: the descendants of Habaiah, Hakkoz,
and Barzillai. (He had married a daughter of Barzillai from
Gilead and was called by her family name.)
These people searched for their family records, but they could not
find them. Therefore, they could not be priests because they
were considered to be “unclean.”
The governor commanded them not to eat any of the holy food. (A
priest would have to settle this matter by using the Urim and
Thummim.)
The total of the whole congregation who returned was 42,360, not
counting their 7,337 male and female servants.
They also brought 200 men and women singers with them.
They had 736 horses, 245 mules, 435 camels and 6,720 donkeys.
This group arrived at the destroyed Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem.
Some of the clan leaders contributed the free-will offerings to
rebuild the Temple of God. They wanted to build it on its
original site.
Those people gave as much as they could to the treasury for
rebuilding the Temple. They gave about 1,100 pounds of gold,
about 6,000 pounds of silver, and 100 garments for the priests.
All the Israelites settled in their hometowns. The priests, Levites,
singers, gatekeepers, and Temple servants, along with some of
the other people, lived in their own towns.
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezra 2

“Some of the heads of the fathers’ houses, when they came
to the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem, offered freely for
the house of God, to erect it in its place.” Ezra 2:68-69
When the Jews arrived at Jerusalem, “these people gave as
much as they could to the treasury for rebuilding the Temple” (Ezra
2:68-69). Notice, they didn’t seek money from the nations around
them, those who were most involved gave the most money.
That means you should support the projects that are closest to
your heart with your money. Lord, I will give to my church and the

projects You put upon my heart. I will give willingly and pray for
these projects.

Notice the sacrifice of the gifts involved. “The family leaders
gave generously . . . each leader gave as much as they could” (Ezra
2:68-69, LB). Lord, I will give sacrificially to the projects you put upon

my heart. I will not ask others to give until I have done my part. There
is no sacrifice too great when a project is done for You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
ALTAR IS BUILT
Ezra 3
By the 7th month, (the Jewish month of Tishri, corresponding to our
September-October) the Israelites were settled in their
hometowns. They all united together in Jerusalem.
Then Jeshua, (he had been carried off into captivity by King
Nebuchadnezzar [1 Chron. 6:15].) the son of Jozadak, and his
fellow priests joined Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel, and his
Jewish brothers. They began to build the altar of the God of
Israel. That is where they offered burnt-offerings, just as it is
written in the teachings of Moses, the man of the one true God.
They were afraid of the foreign people who lived around them.
Nevertheless, they built that altar where it had been before.
They offered burnt-offerings on it to the Lord, morning and
evening. Then, to obey what was written, they celebrated the
Feast of Tabernacles, (Because the people of Israel lived in
tents when God brought them out of Egypt. It was celebrated
from the 15th through the 22nd days of the 7th month. They
offered the correct number of burnt sacrifices for each day of
the festival.)
And after the Feast of Tabernacles, they had regular burnt sacrifices
each day. They had sacrifices for the New Moon and all the
holy festivals commanded by the Lord. And, there were freewill offerings brought to the Lord, too.
On the 1st day of the 7th month, (this was the Feast of Trumpets [Num.
29:1-6], foreshadowing the final re-gathering of Israel), they
began to bring burnt-offerings to the Lord. But the foundation
of the Lord's Temple had not yet been laid.
Then they gave money to the stone-cutters and the craftsmen, plus
food, wine, and olive oil to the cities of Sidon and Tyre. They
paid them to float down cedar logs from Lebanon to the seacoast town of Joppa. Cyrus, king of Persia, had given his
permission to them.
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THE REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE
Now in the 2nd year after they came to the Temple of the Lord at
Jerusalem, in the 2nd month, Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel
and Jeshua the son of Jozadak began the work. (That was the
ground-breaking.) The rest of their fellow priests and the
Levites, and all those who had come out of exile to Jerusalem
began to work. They chose the Levites 20 years old and older
to be in charge of the construction of the Temple of the Lord.
Then Jeshua (not Jeshua the High Priest) and his sons and brothers,
Kadmiel and his sons who were the descendants of Judah, and
the sons of Henadad and their sons and their brothers were in
charge of the construction workers of the Temple of the one
true God.
The builders finished laying the foundation of the Temple of the Lord.
Then the priests, dressed in their priestly robes, with trumpets,
and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals all took their
places. They praised the Lord, just like David the king of Israel
had done.
They sang to the Lord, praising Him and thanking Him:
“He is good. His love for Israel continues forever. ”
Then all the people shouted loudly, “Praise the Lord, because the
foundation of His Temple has been laid.” However, many of the
old priests, the Levites, and the clan leaders wept loudly,
because they had seen the first Temple. Now they saw the
smaller foundation of this Temple. But most of the other
people were shouting for joy.
The people made such a loud noise that no one could tell the
difference between the sounds of the joyful shouting and the
people weeping loudly. This sound could be heard far away.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezra 3

“The altar was rebuilt on its old site.” Ezra 3:3
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It’s good to go back to where God revealed himself to you in the
past. The Jews rebuilt the altar on its original site. They didn’t try to
find a better place, or a new place, or a more convenient place. Isn’t
that what we usually do? When we lose God, we search for Him with a
new method, or a new organization, or in a new place. But when we
lose God, He’s usually right where we originally found Him. He may be
waiting for you at the place you ran off and left Him. Lord, I will go

back to the church, your body, to find You. I will do again those things
I did when I first found You. I will turn my heart to the attitude I had
when You first spoke to me. Here I come, Lord, I’m coming back.
The passion of the Jews was not in a building or a stone altar.
Those were only outward physical representations of the real inner
work of God. The passion of the Jews was relationship with God and
the forgiveness of sins. Notice the time constraint, “Immediately they
began to sacrifice morning and evening burnt offerings” (Ezra 3:3, LB).
The essence of Christianity isn’t beautiful church buildings, or lovely
music, or traditions, or even doctrine. The essence of Christianity is
our relationship with God, and the most important part of that
relationship is the forgiveness of sins. Lord, I thank You for Christ

fulfilling the hope of every burnt offering sacrificed to You in the Old
Testament. Thank You for forgiving my sin. Thank You for allowing
me to relate to You in Jesus Christ. I love to worship You.

The people sang of the Lord, “He is good” (Ezra 3:11). We all
agree God is good. Lord, I praise You for Your goodness. Yes, You are

good.

It’s all right to be emotional about your relationship with God.
Did you notice that the people gave “A great shout, praising the Lord”
(Ezra 3:11)? Some were shouting for joy (Ezra 3:12), others “wept
aloud” (Ezra 3:12). What’s in the heart comes out of the mouth. When
you’re extremely happy, it’s all right to shout! When you are touched
with sadness, it’s all right to weep. Lord, You make me shout, and I

laugh to You. Sometimes I’m disappointed in what’s happening
around me. Lord, You allow me to weep. Thank You that I don’t have a
sterile, dead religion, but have a vibrant relationship with You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
ENEMIES OPPOSE THE REBUILDING OF THE TEMPLE
Ezra 4
The people of Judah and Benjamin had enemies. These opponents
heard that the descendants of the Babylonian exiles were
building a Temple for the Lord, the God of Israel.
So, the foes came to the governor, Zerubbabel and the clan leaders,
and said to them, “Let us help you build. We are like you. We
worship your God. We have been offering sacrifices to Him
since the time of Esarhaddon, king of Assyria (about 130 years
before) who brought us here.”
But Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the rest of the clan leaders of Israel
answered them, “No, you people must not help us build a
Temple to our God. We will build it all by ourselves. It is for the
LORD, the God of ISRAEL. This is what King Cyrus, king of Persia,
commanded us to do.”
Then the people around them tried to discourage the people of Judah.
They tried to make them afraid to build it. The enemies hired
advisers to delay the building plans. This went on during the
whole time that Cyrus was king of Persia, and continued to the
time that Darius was king of Persia (twenty-five years [535-520
B.C.]).
When Xerxes first became king, those enemies wrote an official
letter that accused the Jewish people who lived in Judah and
Jerusalem of rebellion.
Later, Artaxerxes became king of Persia. Then Bishlam, Mithredath,
Tabeel, and the rest of his friends wrote another official letter
to Artaxerxes, king of Persia. The letter was written in the
Aramaic language and translated. (Aramaic was the
vernacular language used all over the Persian empire for
diplomacy and trade.)
Also, Rehum the Persian governor of Samaria and Shimshai the
governor’s assistant wrote a letter. It was addressed to
Artaxerxes, the king. And, it was against Jerusalem. It said:
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“This letter comes from Rehum the governor, (literally, “[the] lord of
counsel”) Shimshai the assistant, and all the others. They are
judges and the ambassadors, the consuls, the officials, those
from Erech, the Babylonians, and the men from Susa, the
Elamite people.
They are in now charge of those whom the great and honorable
Ashurbanipal forced out of their countries. He forced them to
move and settle in the towns around Samaria, as well as resettling them in the remainder of the province of Samaria, west
of the Euphrates River.”
This is a copy of that letter which they sent to Artaxerxes:
“To: Artaxerxes, the king of Persia
From: Your male servants who live west of the Euphrates River
now.
O King Artaxerxes, be aware that the Jews who came to us from you,
that you should know they have gone to Jerusalem. They are
rebuilding that evil city that refuses to obey. They are
repairing the walls and laying the foundations of buildings.
Now, you, O king, should know what could happen if that city is rebuilt
and its walls are completed—Jerusalem will pay no taxes of
any kind. Then the amount of money which your government
collects will decrease.
Since we must be loyal to the Persian government, we did not desire
to see the king dishonored. So, we have sent a letter to inform
the king. If you search the public records of your forefathers,
you will find there that the city of Jerusalem refused to obey. It
caused much trouble for Persian kings and provinces. Long
ago, it stirred up rebellion. That is the reason it was destroyed.
We wanted to inform you, O King Artaxerxes. This city should
not be rebuilt and have its walls completed. If it is, then you
will have nothing left west of the Euphrates River.”
King Artaxerxes sent this answer:
“To Rehum, the governor and Shimshai, the assistant. To all
their friends who live in Samaria, and to the others in other
places west of the Euphrates River.
Greetings.
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The letter which you sent to us has been translated and read to me. I
did order that the public records be searched, and it was done.
We found that Jerusalem does have a long history of
disobedience against kings. Rebellion and insurrection have
occurred in it.
Powerful Jewish kings have ruled Jerusalem; they had control over
the entire area west of the Euphrates River. Taxes of all kinds
used to be paid to them. Now, make an official announcement
for those men to stop work! That city must not be rebuilt until I
say so!
Make sure that you follow through on this. If the construction
continues, then it will cause damage to Persian kings.”
A copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes sent was read. It was read to
Rehum and Shimshai, the assistant and their friends. Then they
quickly went to Jerusalem to the Jews. They forced them to
stop building.
So, the work on the Temple of God in Jerusalem stopped. It stopped
until the 2nd year that Darius was king of Persia.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezra 4

“So the foes came.” Ezra 4:2
There will always be opposition to righteousness and those
who seek to do God’s work. Things were going great. The altar was
rebuilt, sacrifices were being made and the foundation of the Temple
was laid. Then “the foes came” (Ezra 4:2). If you’re doing anything for
God, expect opposition. On the other hand, if you’re serving God and
you don’t have an opposition, either your work is not significant, or
you haven’t given the enemy time to mount opposition. Lord, I don’t

want opposition, and I don’t like to make people mad, but I will be true
to You no matter what problems arise, or what opposition I face.

The enemy tried to get the Jews to compromise their faith and
their worship, but the Jews were loyal to God. Zerubbabel said, “You
may have no part in this work” (Ezra 4:3). Just so, we cannot
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compromise with other religions or cults. We can’t worship idols and
God at the same time. Lord, I will not compromise my belief in You,

nor my worship of You. I believe Jesus is the only way to heaven, and
he is the only true God, all other religions are false.

Don’t be surprised when you are attacked because of your
single—minded faith. Your enemies will lie about you, and use any
pressure possible to shut down your worship of God. Peter tells us,
“Do not think It strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you”
(1 Peter 4:12). Lord, I don’t want opposition, but I expect it. If the world
persecuted You, they will persecute me (John 15:20). Lord, I will

expect persecution, and be prepared for it. I will be strong, pray, and
“put on the whole armor of God” (Eph. 6:11).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
MORE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THE REBUILDING
Ezra 5
Haggai the prophet, and Zechariah, the grandson of Iddo, were active
as prophets. They were prophesying to the Jews in Judah and in
Jerusalem about having the Name of God called upon Israel.
(The work on the second Temple was started up again only 3
weeks after Haggai began preaching.)
Then Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel and Jeshua, the son of Jozadak
became active again (after a 15-year delay). They started the
rebuilding of the Temple of God in Jerusalem. The prophets of
God were there, helping them. (The work stoppage had
weakened the purpose of Israel to rebuild the Temple. Haggai
and Zechariah motivated the workers with renewed zeal.)
At that time, Tattenai was the governor west of the Euphrates River.
He and Shethar-Bozenai (probably the official secretary of
Tattenai) and others went to the Jews and asked, “Who gave
you the permission to rebuild this Temple and repair these
walls?”
They also asked, “What are the names of these men who are working
on this building?”
Nevertheless, their God was watching over the elders of the Jews.
The builders were not stopped until a report could go to King
Darius. And then his written answer concerning this matter
had to be received.
This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai, Shethar-Bozenai, and the
others sent to King Darius. Tattenai was governor west of the
Euphrates River. The other people were important Persian
officers west of the Euphrates. This is what the report said,
which they sent to him:
“To King Darius:
Greetings. May you have peace in every way.
O King Darius, you should know that we went to the province of Judah.
That is where the Temple of the great God is. The people there
are building that Temple with huge stones. They are putting
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timbers in the walls. The people are working very hard. And,
their construction site is growing fast.
We asked their elders, ‘Who gave you permission to rebuild this
Temple and to repair these walls?’
We also asked for their names. We wrote down the names of their
leaders, so that we could tell you who they are.
This is the answer they gave to us: ‘We are the servants of the God of
heaven and earth. We are rebuilding the Temple that a great
king of Israel once built. He finished it many years ago. But our
ancestors had made the God of heaven angry. So, God allowed
them to be defeated by Nebuchadnezzar, the Chaldean, and the
king of Babylon. He destroyed this Temple. And,
Nebuchadnezzar took the people away to Babylon as captives.
Later, Cyrus was in his first year as king of Babylon. He gave a special
order for this Temple of God to be rebuilt. And, in Babylon,
Cyrus brought out things which had formerly been in the
Temple of God. They were the gold and silver bowls and pans.
Nebuchadnezzar had taken them from the former Temple in
Jerusalem. And, he had put them into the Temple of his god in
Babylon.
Then King Cyrus gave them to a man named Sheshbazzar. (MedoPersian tradition held that it was impossible to change the
decree [see Dan. 6:15], then both Darius and Tattenai knew that
the law could not be changed.) He had appointed Sheshbazzar
(Zerubbabel) as governor. Cyrus said to him, “Take these
things, the gold and silver bowls and pans. Go and put them
back in the Temple in Jerusalem. And rebuild the Temple of
God where it was.”
So Sheshbazzar came. He laid the foundations of the Temple of God
in Jerusalem. From that day until now, the work has been going
on. But it is not yet finished.
Now, if the king wishes, let there be an investigation. Search the royal
records of Babylon to see if King Cyrus gave such an order.
See if he gave such an order to rebuild this Temple in
Jerusalem. Then let the king write us and tell us what he has
decided.’”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezra 5

“If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably
with all men.” Romans 12:18
The Jews had been previously intimidated by their enemies
and the king, so they quit building the Temple. But in this chapter a
new strategy is used by God’s people. They had been given authority
to rebuild the Temple by Cyrus. Now they stand on their legal rights.
The Jews quote the ruling that a law of the Medes and Persians could
not be changed. So based on a previous decree by Cyrus, they
continued to rebuild the Temple. Lord, help me to use the law to

protect Your work. Help me to live by the laws of the land, but also,
help me not be intimidated by those who oppose me and threaten me
with their interpretation of the law.

The work was re-invigorated by the preaching of the men of
God—Haggai and Zechariah. God’s remedy is always to use people.
When the world was given over to demonic sin, God used Noah. When
the world was given over to idolatry, God used Abraham. When the
world was about to starve, God used Joseph. When a great Jewish
holocaust was imminent, God used Esther. Here God used two
preachers to get His work going again on the Temple. Lord, use me. I

want to make a difference in the world. I want to stop the tide of sin
and I want to build Your work. Use me, O Lord.

There is a principle, “Find out what is right, then do it.” The
Jews knew the law was on their side, so they began to rebuild the
Temple. Notice, they didn’t criticize their opponent, they didn’t attack
those who opposed them in the court of law, nor did they oppose
them physically. They lived peacefully, yet did the right thing. Lord, I

will live peacefully with everyone, including my opponents. I will not
break the law, unless it opposes Your principles, or prohibits worship
of You. I will pray and do the right thing in the right way. I will serve
You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
KING DARIUS RE-ENFORCES THE DECREE
Ezra 6
So King Darius gave a command to search the public records. They
were kept in the treasury-vault in Babylon.
A scroll was found in Ecbatana (Ecbatana had been the capital city
for King Cyrus.) in the palace in the province of Media. This is
what was written on it:
Note: King Cyrus made a decree about the Temple of God in
Jerusalem. This was in the first year that he was king:
“Let the Temple be rebuilt. It will be a place to present sacrifices. Let
its foundations be laid. The Temple should be 90 feet high and
90 feet wide.
It must have three stories of huge stones, then one layer of new
timbers. The costs should be paid out of the king’s treasury.
The gold and silver things from the Temple of God should be restored
to their former places. Nebuchadnezzar took those things from
the Temple in Jerusalem. And, he brought them to Babylon.
These articles must go to the Temple in Jerusalem in their
proper place and be put in the house of God.
Now then, I, Darius, give this order to you, O Tattenai, governor west of
the Euphrates River, to Shethar-Bozenai, and to all the Persian
officers of that area. Stay away from there. Do not bother or
interrupt the work on that Temple of God! Let the governor of
the Jews and the Jewish elders rebuild that Temple where it
was before.
Also, it is I who hereby makes a decree as to what you must do
concerning those elders of the Jews, for the building of this
Temple of God:
The cost of the building is to be fully paid for out of the king’s
treasury. Give it to them. The money will come from taxes
collected west of the Euphrates River. Do this so that the work
will not stop.
Give those people anything they need. Give them young bulls, male
sheep, or male lambs for burnt-offerings to the God of heaven.
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Give them wheat, salt, wine, and olive oil. Give the priests in
Jerusalem anything they ask for. Give it every day without fail.
Then they can offer sacrifices that will be pleasing to the God of
heaven. And they can pray for the life of the king and his sons.
Also, it is I who hereby gives this decree: If anyone changes this
order, a wooden beam is to be pulled from his house. Drive one
end of the beam through his body. (Impaling, a type of
crucifixion; literally, ‘let him be impaled (and) affixed upon it’).
And, because he did this crime, make his house a pile of ruins.
God has chosen Jerusalem as the place where He is to be worshiped.
May He defeat any king or person who tries to change this
order. May God destroy anyone who tries to destroy this
Temple in Jerusalem!”
Darius, then gave this order. “Let it be obeyed exactly.” (Darius was
especially favorable to Cyrus because Darius had married two
of his daughters.)
THE TEMPLE IS FINISHED
So, Tattenai, the governor west of the Euphrates River, ShetharBozenai, and the other Persian officers obeyed. They carried
out the directive of King Darius exactly. So the Jewish elders
continued to build. And, they were successful because of the
preaching of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, the grandson
of Iddo. They finished building the Temple, just as the God of
Israel had ordered. It was also done by the decrees of the
Persian Kings—King Cyrus, King Darius, and King Artaxerxes.
(There was a lapse of 82 years between the end of Darius’ reign
[486 B.C.] and the beginning of Artaxerxes’ rule [404 B.C.].)
The Temple was finished on the 3rd day of the month Adar. (This was
March 12, 515 B.C.) It was in the 6th year that Darius was king.
Then the people of Israel celebrated. They dedicated the Temple to
God to honor Him. Everyone was happy—the priests, the
Levites, and the rest of the Jews who had returned from exile.
This is how they dedicated this Temple to God: They offered 100 bulls,
200 male sheep, and 400 male lambs as sacrifices. And, as an

Page 2 of 4

offering to forgive the sins of all Israel, they offered 12 male
goats. That is one goat for each tribe of Israel.
Then they put the priests into their separate groups and the Levites
in their sections for the service of God in Jerusalem. This was
done just as it is written in the Book of Moses.
The people who returned from the exile observed the Passover. This
was on the 14th day of the first month.
The priests and Levites had made themselves “clean”. The Levites
killed the Passover lambs for all those who had returned from
the exile. They also did it for their relatives the priests and for
themselves.
Therefore, all the people of Israel who had returned from the exile
ate the Passover lambs. So did those who had given up the
unclean ways of their non-Jewish neighbors. They worshipped
the Lord, the God of Israel.
For seven days, they celebrated the Festival of Unleavened Bread in a
very joyful way. The Lord had made them so happy by changing
the mind of King Darius, the king of Persia, toward them. So, the
king had helped them in the work on the Temple of the God of
Israel.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezra 6

“So the Jewish leaders continued in their work, and they were
greatly encouraged by the preaching of the prophets Haggai and
Zechariah.” Ezra 6:14
There is great joy and blessings from God when godly people
follow His instructions. This is what the Jews did when they built the
Temple according to God’s instructions. God has instructions for how
His children think, work, live their lives, and how to worship Him. Lord,

I will live by Your instructions, as well as work and worship by Your
instructions. I will obey You in every area of my life.

Research is a good thing. We can go look into the past by
research and do in the present as it was done in the past. The Jews
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told King Darius to “check” the records to see where a previous king
had given them the privilege of rebuilding the Temple. King Darius
found it was true, so God’s people were permitted to finish rebuilding
the Temple. Lord, I will do research to find out how things were done

in the past. I will serve You the way it was done in the past. Also, I will
worship You the way You want to be worshipped. I’ll worship You the
way it was done in the past.

There are times to work and times to celebrate. Usually we
celebrate when we finish a task, or finish our work. You must first
work and complete the task God has given you to do, then you can
celebrate when “Everyone was happy” (Ezra 6:22). Lord, I will work

and enjoy working because I’m serving You. But when I’m finished
and the task is done, I’ll celebrate and enjoy the pleasure of finishing
a task for Your glory. Teach me the difference between work and
celebrating, and give me satisfaction in both.

We should worship and praise God when things go our way.
“There was great joy throughout the land because the Lord had
changed the attitude of the King of Assyria toward them” (Ezra 6:22).
We should recognize that our victories come because God works
behind the scenes to make us successful. Lord, I thank You for every

victory in my life. Forgive me for taking all the credit for past
victories. I praise You for all the good things I enjoy.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
EZRA GOES TO JERUSALEM
Ezra 7
After these things, during the rule of Artaxerxes (there is a large gap
of time which occurred between Ezra 6 and Ezra 7.) King of
Persia, Ezra came up from Babylon. (Not Ezra the priest who
accompanied Zerubbabel in the first wave of returnees. This
Ezra the scribe led a second wave of about 5,000 exiles back to
Palestine in 459 B.C.) Ezra was the son of Seraiah. Seraiah was
the son of Azariah. And, Azariah was the son of Hilkiah.
Hilkiah was the son of Shallum. Shallum was the son of Zadok. Zadok
was the son of Ahitub.
Ahitub was the son of Amariah. Amariah was the son of Azariah.
Azariah was the son of Meraioth.
Meraioth was the son of Zerahiah. Zerahiah was the son of Uzzi. Uzzi
was the son of Bukki.
Bukki was the son of Abishua. Abishua was the son of Phinehas.
Phinehas was the son of Eleazar. Eleazar was the son of Aaron,
the High Priest.
This Ezra came up to Jerusalem from Babylon. He was a teacher (a
scribe). He knew the teachings of Moses well. The Lord, the
God of Israel, had given it. Ezra received everything he asked
for from the king. This was because the Lord, his God, was
helping him.
In the 7th year of King Artaxerxes, more Israelites came up to
Jerusalem. Among them were the priests, the Levites, the
singers, the gatekeepers, and the Temple servants.
Ezra also came to Jerusalem, too. It was in the 5th month of the 7th
year of the king.
Ezra had left Babylon on the 1st day of the 1st month, and he arrived in
Jerusalem on the 1st day of the 5th month. God was helping
Ezra.
Ezra had worked hard to know and obey the teachings of the Lord. He
also taught God’s rules and commands to the Israelites.
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King Artaxerxes had given an official letter to Ezra, the priest and
teacher. He taught the words of the commands and laws of the
Lord to Israel. This is a copy of the letter:
“From: Artaxerxes, king of kings.
To: Ezra the priest, the teacher of the Law of the God of heaven.
Greetings:
Now I give this decree: All Israelites in my kingdom who wish to go
may go with you to Jerusalem. This includes their priests and
the Levites.
Ezra, you are being sent by the king and the seven people who advise
him. (Herodotus (the ancient historian) reported that there
were seven pre-eminent family heads in Persia who served as
the special counsel of the king. They were called “the
Archaemenidae”.) You are to make inquiries about Judah and
Jerusalem according to the Law of your God, which you are
carrying with you. (Ezra possessed a complete copy of the
Pentateuch to take with him.)
Also, take along with you the silver and gold which the king and his
advisers have freely contributed. It is for the God of Israel,
whose Temple is in Jerusalem.
Also, take all the silver and gold that you can raise from the entire
province of Babylon. And, take the free-will offerings which the
Israelites and the priests have given as gifts. They are for the
Temple of their God in Jerusalem.
Using this money wisely, buy bulls, male sheep and male lambs. Buy
the grain-offerings and drink-offerings that go with those
sacrifices. Then sacrifice them on the altar in the Temple of
your God in Jerusalem.
Then you and your Jewish brothers may spend the silver and gold
which remains. Use it as you want, and as God wishes.
Put in the presence of the God of Jerusalem all the things which have
been placed in your care. They are for the worship in the
Temple of your God. And, you may obtain anything else that you
need for the Temple of your God. Pay for it out of the royal
treasury.
This decree is from me: I, King Artaxerxes, order all the men in
charge of the treasury west of the Euphrates River to give Ezra
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anything he asks for from you—precisely. Ezra is a priest and a
teacher of the Law of the God of heaven.
Give him up to 7,500 pounds of silver, 600 bushels of wheat, 600
gallons of wine, and 600 gallons of olive oil. And, give him as
much salt as he wants. Carefully give him whatever the God of
heaven demands. Do it for the Temple of the God of heaven. We
do not want God to be angry with the king and his sons.
And, remember, you must not force these people to pay taxes of any
kind—the priests, the Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers, the
Temple servants, and the other workers in this Temple of God.
And you, Ezra, use the wisdom which you possess from your God.
Choose judges and lawmakers to govern all the Jews west of
the Euphrates River. They know the laws of your God. And,
teach anyone who does not know them. Whoever does not
obey the law of your God and the law of the king must be
severely punished. He will be executed or sent away. Or, he
must have his property taken away or be put in jail.”
Ezra said, “Praise the Lord, the God of our ancestors. He caused the
king to desire to honor the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem.
The Lord has shown me, Ezra, His love. He did this in front of the king
of Persia, of the royal advisers, and all of the most important
royal officers. The Lord, my God, was helping me. So, I had
courage. I gathered the leaders of Israel to return to Palestine
with me.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezra 7

“For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the LORD,
and to do it, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel.” Ezra
7:10
If you want to know the Scripture and how God wants you to
live, you must follow the example of Ezra. The New King James says,
“Ezra prepared his heart.” This version says, “Ezra had worked hard to
know and obey the teachings of the Lord” (Ezra 7:10, LB). Study is hard
Page 3 of 4

work. You must discipline yourself to study. Why do I say discipline,
because even the Bible recognizes, “Much study is a weariness of the
flesh” (Eccl. 12:12, KJV). Lord, make me discipline myself to do what is

tedious, i.e., to study hard and study long to know all about You.
Change my attitude so I enjoy studying, then quicken my mind to
learn more when I study, than if I had not prayed. Lord, I love You and I
want to learn as much about You as possible.

King Artaxerxes told Ezra, “Use the wisdom which you possess
for your God” (Ezra 7:25). Did you see that God gave Ezra his wisdom?
There are two forces at work here; first, Ezra studied and second, God
gave wisdom. Can we conclude that the more we study, the more
wisdom God gave him? Lord, give me wisdom so I can live properly

for You. Also, make me smart so I can do more for You.
The New King James Version calls it, “God-given wisdom” (Ezra
7:25). This is what Solomon asked of God. When God told Solomon to
ask anything, Solomon didn’t ask for riches, long life or victory over
his enemies. Solomon asked, “Give your servant an understanding
heart” (1 Kings 3:9). Lord, that’s my prayer. I want an understanding

heart to know You, and to know how to live for You.

Ezra responded to God the way you and I should respond to Him.
“The Lord has shown me, Ezra, His love” (Ezra 7:22). “My God was
helping me” (Ezra 7:28). Lord, I thank You for all I am, and for all I have.

You have shown me Your great love. Thank You for helping me do all I
do for you.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE MEN WHO WENT WITH EZRA
Ezra 8
These are the clan leaders who returned with me. And, their names
are in this list. They went from Babylon during the time that
Artaxerxes was king.
From the descendants of Phinehas, there was Gershom.
From the descendants of Ithamar, there was Daniel.
From the descendants of David, there was Hattush of the
descendants of Shecaniah.
From the descendants of Parosh, there was Zechariah. And 150 men
on the list went with him.
From the descendants of Pahath-Moab, there was Eliehoenai, the son
of Zerahiah, along with 200 men.
From the descendants of Zattu, there was Shecaniah, the son of
Jahaziel, along with 300 men.
From the descendants of Adin, there was Ebed, the son of Jonathan,
along with 50 men.
From the descendants of Elam, there was Jeshaiah, the son of
Athaliah, along with 70 men.
From the descendants of Shephatiah, there was Zebadiah, the son of
Michael, along with 80 men.
From the descendants of Joab, there was Obadiah, the son of Jehiel,
along with 218 men.
From the descendants of Bani, there was Shelomith, the son of
Josiphiah, along with 160 men.
From the descendants of Bebai, there was Zechariah, the son of
Bebai, along with 28 men.
From the descendants of Azgad, there was Johanan, the son of
Hakkatan, along with 110 men.
From the descendants of Adonikam, these were the names of the last
ones –Eliphelet, Jeuel, and Shemaiah. Along with them were 60
men.
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From the descendants of Bigvai, there were Uthai and Zaccur, along
with 70 men.
I, Ezra, called together all those people to the river which flows
toward Ahava. We camped there for 3 days. I checked over all
the people and the priests, but I did not find any Levites there.
So I called these leaders: Eliezer, Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib,
Elnathan, Nathan, Zechariah, and Meshullam. I also called
Joiarib and Elnathan, who were teachers. I sent those men to
Iddo, the leader at Casiphia. I told them what to say to Iddo and
his relatives, who are the Temple servants in Casiphia. I sent
them to bring servants to us for the Temple of our God.
Our God was helping us. So, Iddo’s relatives gave us Sherebiah, a
wise man from the descendants of Mahli. Mahli was the son of
Levi. And Levi was the son of Israel. And they brought
Sherebiah’s sons and his brothers—a total of 18 men. And they
brought to us Hashabiah along with Jeshaiah, from the
descendants of Merari. And they also brought his brothers and
nephews—a total of 20 men.
They also brought 220 of the “Temple servants”. This was a group
whom David and the officers had set up to help the Levites. All
of those men were listed by name.
EZRA SEEKS GOD’S HELP
There, beside the Ahava River, I announced that we would all go on a
fast. We would make ourselves humble in the presence of our
God. And we would ask God to give us a safe trip for ourselves,
our children, and all our possessions. I was embarrassed to
ask the king of Persia for soldiers and horsemen. They could
have protected us from enemies on the road. (Probably Arab or
Syrian robber-tribes who would have attacked them if they had
known about the million-dollar treasure which the Jews were
carrying). But we had said to the king: “Our God will help
everyone who obeys Him. But the power of God’s anger is
against all those who reject Him.”
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So, we went on a fast and prayed to our God about our trip. And, He
answered our prayers.
Then I selected 12 of the leading priests. They were Sherebiah and
Hashabiah and 10 of their relatives.
I weighed out for them the offering of silver and gold. And, I weighed
the things which had been given for the Temple of our God,
which the king, his advisers, his officers, and all the Israelites
had given for the Temple.
I also weighed out and gave them about 50,000 pounds of silver,
about 7,500 pounds of silver objects, and about 7,500 pounds of
gold.
I gave them 20 gold bowls that weighed about 19 pounds. And I gave
them two fine pieces of polished bronze that were almost as
valuable as gold.
Then I said to the priests, “You and these things belong to the Lord.
You are dedicated to Him, and these articles are holy. The
silver and gold are gifts to the Lord, the God of your ancestors.
Guard these things carefully. In Jerusalem, weigh them out in front
of the leading priests, the Levites, and the leaders of the clans
of Israel. Do this in the storerooms of the Temple of the LORD.”
So, the priests and the Levites received the silver, the gold, and the
articles that had been weighed out. They were to take them to
Jerusalem, to the Temple of our God.
On the 12th day of the 1st month, we left the Ahava River. We headed
for Jerusalem. Our God helped us. He protected us from
enemies and bandits along the way. Then we arrived in
Jerusalem and rested there for 3 days. On the 4th day, we
weighed out the silver, the gold, and the articles in the Temple
of our God. We handed them over to the priest named
Meremoth, the son of Uriah. Eleazar, the son of Phinehas, was
with Meremoth. Also, the Levites, Jozabad son of Jeshua and
Noadiah the son of Binnui were with them. We checked
everything by number and by weight. And the total weight was
recorded at that time.
Then the exiles who returned offered burnt-offerings to the God of
Israel. They sacrificed 12 bulls on behalf of all Israel, 96 male
sheep, and 77 male lambs. All these animals were burned as
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sacrifices to the Lord. For a sin-offering to the Lord, 12 male
goats were sacrificed.
They took King Artaxerxes’ orders to the satraps and to the Persian
governors west of the Euphrates River. Then these men gave
help to the Jewish people and the Temple of God.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezra 8

“Then I declared a fast while we were at the Ahava River so
that we would humble ourselves before our God; and we prayed
that He would give us a good journey and protect us, our children,
and our goods as we traveled.” Ezra 8:21
If you think your prayers are not getting through, or when you
are absolutely scared to death—fast, because fasting takes your
prayers to a higher level. When you sacrifice food, it demonstrates to
God that you are absolutely sincere. Fasting shows how desperate
you are for God to intervene in your crisis. Lord, I will fast to get

answers to my prayer. So when I fast, show me how to pray and move
me to a place where I can get “through” to You. Lord, my fast
demonstrates that my spiritual needs are greater than my physical
needs.
Did you notice how Ezra fasted to trust God to protect the
money they were carrying? But he did more than pray, Ezra made
every person accountable to the money they were carrying. He kept a
record of how much each person was given. Then when Ezra arrived
in Jerusalem, he checked their valuables against the record. Good
records keep employees honest. Lord, I will keep records on myself

to make sure I’m honest with You and myself, then others will trust
me.

Ezra was on the banks of the Ahava River and was preparing to
cross the desert where murderous tribes and outlaws hide out. He
fasted and prayed before trouble, to keep from getting into trouble. It
worked. Do you wait until you have a giant problem to pray for God’s
help? Do you wait until you are in a desperate strait before fasting?
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Lord, I will fast and pray before I get into trouble, to keep from getting
into trouble. Teach me to trust You before problems come, then trust
You in the midst of problems, then trust You after I get out of
problems.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
EZRA PRAYS FOR FORGIVENESS
Ezra 9
After these things had been done, the Jewish leaders came near me,
saying, “The people of Israel—including the priests and the
Levites—have not kept themselves separate from the nonJewish people around us. Those neighbors do filthy things as
did the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites,
the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites.
The Jewish men and their sons have intermarried with the
daughters of these non-Jewish people. They have mixed the
people who belong to God with the ethnic groups around them.
Yes, even the leaders and the officers are the most guilty. This
is a treacherous act.”
When I heard this report, I tore my inner clothes and my outer robe. I
pulled hair out of my head and my beard. (A cultural
expression of great sadness.) I sat down in shock because of
the unfaithfulness of the exiles who had returned.
Then everyone who revered the words of the God of Israel gathered
around me. I sat there in shock until the evening sacrifice.
Then, at the evening sacrifice, I got up from where I had been fasting.
My inner clothes and my outer robe were torn. And I fell on my
knees, with my hands spread out to the Always-Present One, my
God.
I prayed, “O my God, I am too ashamed and embarrassed to lift up my
face to You. I am in disgrace because the sins of so many of
our leaders. Our guilt even reaches up to the sky!
Since the days of our ancestors until now, we have been very guilty.
Because of our sins, we—our kings and priests—have
suffered punishment. We have been punished by the sword
and captivity. Foreign kings have plundered our things and
shamed us.
But now, for a short while You, Lord, our God, have been kind to us.
You have allowed a few of us to come back from exile. You have
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permitted us to live in peace in Your holy place. And so, You,
our God, give us hope and a little relief from our slavery.
Even though we are still slaves, You, our God, have not abandoned us.
You caused the kings of Persia to be kind toward us. You have
given us new life so we can rebuild your Temple and repair its
ruins. And, You have given us a hedge to protect us in Judah
and in Jerusalem.
But now, O our God, what can we say after You have done all of this?
We have abandoned Your commands!
You gave these commands through Your servants the prophets. You
said, ‘The land which you are re-entering to possess is ruined.
The non-Jewish people living there have defiled it by the
impurity of what they do. Their filthy things have filled the land
with uncleanness—from one end to the other!’
You Lord have told us, “Do not let your daughters marry their sons.
And, do not let their daughters marry your sons. Do not wish
them peace or success. Then you may be strong and eat the
good things of the land. And then you can give this land to your
descendants as an inheritance permanently.”
Look what has happened to us. It is our own fault. We have done evil
things. Our guilt is huge. But You, our God, have punished us
less than we deserve. You have left a few of us alive.
We should never again violate Your commandments by
intermarrying with those filthy people. If we do, You would
become angry enough to destroy us completely. Then none of
us would be left alive.
O LORD Who Is Always Present, the God of Israel, You are righteous. A
few of us are left alive today. We admit that we are guilty. None
of us should be allowed to stand in Your presence.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezra 9

“O Lord God of Israel, you are a just God; what hope can we
have if you give us justice as we stand here before you in our
wickedness?” Ezra 8:21
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Ezra was completely devastated at the sin of his fellow Jews.
Ezra recognized the filthiness of the surrounding nations, and he
pleaded with God to forgive the nation. Have you ever confessed the
sins of your state and nation? O God, forgive me my sin, and forgive
the sins of my nation. We have done wickedness in Your sight. We
have sinned against You. Amen.
Ezra realized they were still a “captive” people, he confessed,
“We are still slaves” (Ezra 9:9). Ezra acknowledges . . . the mercy of
God, “You have punished us less than we deserve” (Ezra 9:13). Lord, I

deserve hell because of my sin, but You have given me heaven. I
deserve punishment, but in grace You have been kind to me. Thank
You for Your grace and forgiveness. Truly, You are a merciful God.

Did you see that Ezra recognized God had given them
protection, i.e., “You have given us a hedge to protect us” (Ezra 9:9)?
We were first
The Living Bible calls this a “Protective wall.”
introduced to this protection by God in the book of Job. Satan
complained to God that he couldn’t get to Job because of “the Hedge”.
I pray daily for this hedge when I pray the Lord’s Prayer at the
beginning of each day. “Deliver us from the evil one.” Lord, I pray for

Your protective hedge around me and my family. Keep us safe from
the Evil One who would tempt and destroy us. May I not go one day
without Your protection. I rest in Your protective hand because,
“Greater is He (the Holy Spirit) who is in me, than he (Satan) who is in
the world” (1 John 4:4).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
GOD’S PEOPLE CONFESS THEIR SIN
Ezra 10
Ezra was praying, confessing, and crying as he threw himself down in
front of the Temple of God. A very large group of Israelite men,
women, and children gathered around him. The people were
also weeping loudly.
Then Shecaniah, the son of Jehiel the Elamite, answered Ezra.
Shecaniah said, “We have been unfaithful to our God. We have
been marrying women from the foreign groups near here. But
even so, there is still hope for Israel in this matter.
Now let us therefore make a new agreement with our God. We will
send away all these non-Jewish women and their children,
according to the counsel of the Lord and those who revere the
commandment of our God. Let it be done by the Law.
Get up, Ezra. You are in charge. We will support you. Have courage
and do it.”
So, Ezra got up. He caused these people to make a vow—the priests,
the Levites and all the people of Israel. They vowed to do what
was said.
Then Ezra left the courtyard of the Temple of God. He went to the
room of Jehohanan, the son of Eliashib. While Ezra was there,
he did not eat any food or drink any water. He was still very sad
about the unfaithfulness of the exiles who had returned to
Jerusalem.
Then an invitation was sent everywhere in Judah and Jerusalem to all
the exiles to meet together in Jerusalem. Whoever did not
come to Jerusalem within 3 days would forfeit all his property.
And, he would be completely excluded from the community of
the exiles. That was the decision of the leaders and the elders.
So, within 3 days, all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered in
Jerusalem. It was the 20th day of the 9th month. All the people
were sitting in the open place in front of the Temple of God.
They were upset because of the whole thing, and because it
was raining heavily. Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to
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them, “You have been unfaithful to God. You have married nonJewish women. You have caused Israel to be even more guilty.
Now, confess it to the Lord, the God of your ancestors. Obey the
Lord’s will and separate yourselves from the ethnic groups
living around you and from your non-Jewish wives.”
Then the whole group answered Ezra. They shouted, “Ezra, you are
right. We must do whatever you say.
But there are many people here, and it is the rainy season. We
cannot stand outside. Also, this problem cannot be solved in a
day or two. Regarding this matter, we have sinned terribly. Let
our leaders make a decision on behalf of the entire group.
Then let everyone in our towns who has married a non-Jewish
woman meet with the elders of each town and its judges. Let
them meet at a planned time. Then the burning anger of our
God will turn away from us concerning this thing.” These were
the only men who opposed the proposal: Jonathan son of
Asahel, Jahzeiah son of Tikvah, supported by Meshullum and
Shabbethai the Levite.
So, the returned exiles did what the majority suggested. Ezra the
priest selected men who were leaders of the clans, by naming
one from each family division. On the 1st day of the 10th month,
they sat down to study each case. By the 1st day of the 1st
month, they had finished dealing with all the men who had
married non-Jewish women.
These are the descendants of the priests who had married foreign
women: From the descendants of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak,
and Jeshua’s brothers, there were Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and
Gedaliah.
They all promised to divorce their wives. Then, each one brought a
male sheep from the flock as a penalty-offering.
From the descendants of Immer, there were Hanani and Zebadiah.
From the descendants of Harim, there were Maaseiah, Elijah,
Shemaiah, Jehiel, and Uzziah.
From the descendants of Pashhur, there were Elioenai, Maaseiah,
Ishmael, Nethanel, Jozabad, and Elasah.
Among the Levites, there were Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah also called
Kelita, Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer.
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Among the singers, there was Eliashib.
Among the gatekeepers, there were Shallum, Telem, and Uri.
And among the other Israelites, these men married non-Jewish
women:
From the descendants of Parosh, there were Ramiah, Izziah,
Malchijah, Mijamin, Eleazar, Hashabiah, and Benaiah.
From the descendants of Elam, there were Mattaniah, Zechariah,
Jehiel, Abdi, Jeremoth, and Elijah.
From the descendants of Zattu, there were Elioenai, Eliashib,
Mattaniah, Jeremoth, Zabad, and Aziza.
From the descendants of Bebai, there were Jehohanan, Hananiah,
Zabbai, and Athlai.
From the descendants of Bani, there were Meshullum, Malluch,
Adaiah, Jashub, Sheal, and Jeremoth.
From the descendants of Pahath-Moab, there were Adna, Chelal,
Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattaniah, Bezalel, Binnui, and Manasseh.
From the descendants of Harim, there were Eliezer, Isshijah,
Malchijah, Shemaiah, Shimeon, Benjamin, Malluch, and
Shemariah.
From the descendants of Hashum, there were Mattenai, Mattattah,
Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei.
From the descendants of Bani, there were Maadai, Amram, Uel,
Benaiah, Bedeiah, Cheluhi,
Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu.
From the descendants of Binnui, there were Shimei, Shelemiah,
Nathan, Adaiah, Machnadebai, Shashai, Sharai,
Azarel, Shelemiah, Shemariah,
Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph.
From the descendants of Nebo, there were Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad,
Zebina, Jaddai, Joel, and Benaiah.
All these men had married non-Jewish women. And some of them
had children by these wives.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Ezra 10
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“Don’t be teamed with those who do not love the Lord, for what
do the people of God have in common with the people of sin? How
can light live with darkness?” 2 Corinthians 6:14, LB
God has always wanted His people to separate themselves
from sin and from sinners who would influence them to sin.
Christians should separate themselves from anything that will
destroy their walk with God. That’s easy to say, but hard to do.
Sometimes sin—like the lust of the flesh—becomes a part of us.
Then it’s hard to get rid of that which will destroy us. Lord, I will

separate myself from the lust of the flesh so I can walk with You in
purity.

Did you see the role of the godly intercessor? The majority of
the people were willing for some to live with sin, and the minority in
sin surely didn’t make any effort to separate themselves from sin,
until one intercessor fasted . . . prayed . . . and was willing to stand
against sin. That brings us to you. Are you willing to be the one
intercessor who will pray for revival among God’s people? Lord, I will

be that person. I will pray . . . fast . . . and seek Your face until revival
comes. I will make a difference in my church.

There’s an old adage that says, “Let the minority have their say,
and let the majority have their way.” When the majority was willing to
do something about the heathen wives, then something happened.
As one person, no one may listen to you; but you can pray for God to
change the opinion of the majority. So the exiles, “did what the
majority suggested” (Ezra 10:12). Lord, I may pray alone, but I will pray.

No one may listen to me at first, but I will pray. I will not quit praying
until the majority does what is right.
Amen.
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PRAYERS FROM NEHEMIAH

STORY
HISTORY INVOLVES A “CHANCE” CONVERSATION
Nehemiah 1
He was a big man sitting on a small stool at the door of the
kitchen. He was so big, he was almost as tall as the short servant
girls scurrying to wait on King Artaxerxes. But his eyes were not on
the girls, he watched the large vats of wine that would be served to
the king later that evening. His name was Nehemiah and he was the
official wine taster for the king. He had one task in life to make sure
the king was not poisoned.
“DON’T TOUCH THAT VAT,” his booming voice rang out over the
kitchen and a servant girl froze in fear. That is, if anyone in hot
sweltering Persia could freeze. No one would touch the king’s wine
when Nehemiah was the king’s wine-taster.
“Did you get this job because you’re a giant and so mighty?”
one of the servants asked Nehemiah a few minutes later.
“No . . . no . . . no . . .” he laughed and smiled to himself. He got
the job because Jewish blood ran in his veins. When Nehemiah was a
young boy, there was a plot to kill all Jews. No one knew that Esther,
the wife of the king, was a Jew. Then Mordecai—her uncle, also a
Jew—was elevated to be prime minister of the king.
God had worked in a miraculous way to give a Jewish wife to
the most powerful man on earth—Xerxes. Xerxes, like Nehemiah, was
a powerful man in battle, not one of his soldiers could out-wrestle
him. Not one nation in the world could stand against Xerxes until
Greece defeated him in the Battle of Thermopylae.
Xerxes and his Jewish wife had a son—Artaxerxes—the prefix
Arta meant “son of.” The wise old father told his son Artaxerxes that
the one person he could trust with his life was a Jew. Since Nehemiah
was one of the largest Jewish men in the kingdom, he made sure
none of the king’s food was poisoned. And if an assassin came with a
knife, sword, or spear, Nehemiah could handle that.
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There was a stir in the hallway, Nehemiah bristled to attention.
Then he relaxed, the loud talking had a Jewish accent. Nehemiah
recognized one of the voices, it was his brother Hanani. After
laughter and inquiries about relatives, the men got to their business.
The brother Hanani told Nehemiah,
“Jerusalem lies in ruin, the walls are destroyed; it’s almost
impossible to get a wagon through the streets, and no one goes out at
night because thieves and muggers roam everywhere freely.
Everyone is afraid to even go worship God and sacrifice for the
forgiveness of sins.”
For the next few months, Nehemiah kept his secret burden to
himself. But the more he prayed, the more concerned he became.
Everyone saw a deep concern in his face, whereas he had previously
worn a perpetual smile.
On one particular day, Nehemiah tasted the wine before
serving it to King Artaxerxes. Usually the king didn’t watch the
ceremony because he trusted Nehemiah. But this time he saw the
concern on Nehemiah’s face. He waited until after Nehemiah gave
him the cup. The king thought, “There’s no poison, Nehemiah’s not
affected.” Then the king asked,
“Why the frown? What’s bothering you?”
Nehemiah knew this was his opportunity to talk to the king.
Like Esther, he had come to the kingdom for such a time as this. But
before Nehemiah spoke, he prayed. No one thought of Nehemiah as a
praying man. Most think a praying man is small of stature, meek, and
retiring. They wrongly think small people pray because they can’t
protect themselves and a big strong man doesn’t need to pray
because he can defend himself.
Standing in front of the king, Nehemiah prayed, “Lord, hear me
right now when I tell the king about Jerusalem; move his heart to do
something.”
With that short prayer finished, Nehemiah looked deeply into
the king’s eyes, penetrating his soul to say the word, “Jerusalem!”
Nehemiah paused, then added, “The land of my fathers is destroyed.
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The capital city lies in ruins and evil enemies have free access to its
streets.”
That’s all Nehemiah said. He prayed as he waited for the king
to respond. King Artaxerxes understood for there was a blood-tie
between them. The single word, “Jerusalem,” quickened Artaxerxes’
heart. He spoke quietly but firmly,
“How can I help you?”
Nehemiah’s quick mind surveyed a checklist of necessities.
He spoke,
I’ll need time off from work to go to Jerusalem to repair the
walls.”
“Agreed,” the king answered.
“I’ll need a letter giving me safe passage to the Holy Land.”
“Agreed,” said the king.
“I’ll need your official requisitions giving me permission to
gather supplies.”
“Agreed,” the king answered again.
Then the queen spoke for she was concerned with the king’s
safety. She wanted to know who would replace Nehemiah as cup
bearer. She asked, “How long will you be gone?”
When Nehemiah answered, he was also given something he
hadn’t requested. King Artaxerxes made him governor of the land of
Judah.
FACTS ABOUT NEHEMIAH
The book of Nehemiah is the third part of a three-book sequel
that forms a history of Israel from the exile of God’s people into
Babylon (the Persians defeated Babylon) and a return of God’s people
from exile back to the Promised Land.
The book of Nehemiah contains a number of source
documents. The Nehemiah Memoir includes his autobiographical
sections written in the first person (1:1-7:73; 12:27-43; 13:4-31). The
Ezra Memoir (chapter 8, and probably chapters 9-11) is written in the
third person and mentions Ezra numerous times.
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The book of Nehemiah covers the period of 445 B.C. to
approximately after 433 B.C., where Israel re-establishes itself on its
homeland by rebuilding the walls that causes a vibrant community
life. The first return was under Zerubbabel who undertook the
rebuilding of the Temple, along with Ezra who led the spiritual revival
of the people.
Obviously, it was the providence of God that led to the reestablishment of Israel in the land, but two other facts must be
considered. First, the desire of Persian kings to re-colonize en-slaved
groups so taxes could be gathered from them; and second, the
growing threat of Egypt during this time. So Judah and Jerusalem
became a buffer zone for security purposes.
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SCRIPTURE
NEHEMIAH PRAYS
Nehemiah 1
These are the words of Nehemiah, the son of Hacaliah.
I, Nehemiah, was in the capital city of Susa, in the month of Kislev
(roughly November-December) in the 20th year of the Persian
king. One of my Jewish brothers named Hanani came from
Judah with some other men. I asked them about the Jews in
Palestine who had survived the exile. I also asked about
Jerusalem.
They answered me, “Those who remain after the captivity are back
there in the province of Judah. However, they are in a lot of
trouble. They are in disgrace. Also, the wall around Jerusalem
has been torn down, and its gates have been burned.”
When I heard these words, I sat down and wept. I was mourning for
many days. I fasted and prayed in the presence of the God of
heaven. I said, “Please, O LORD Who Is Always Present, the God
of heaven, You are the great and awesome God who keeps Your
covenant of love with those who love and who obey Your
commands. Please listen closely. Open your eyes. Hear my
prayer. I am Your servant, and I am praying in Your presence,
day and night. I pray for Your servants, the people of Israel. I
confess the sins that we Jews have committed against You. My
father’s family and I have sinned. We have been so cruel to
You. We have not obeyed the commands, the rules, or the laws
which You commanded to Your servant Moses.
Nevertheless, please remember the instruction that You commanded
to Your servant Moses. You said: ‘If you betray Me, I will scatter
you among the nations. However, if you return to Me, and you
cherish and obey My commands, I will gather Your people. I
will gather them from the remotest parts of the world. And, I
will bring them back from captivity to the special place where I
have chosen for My Name to dwell.’
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They are Your servants and Your people. You have saved them by
Your great power and strong hand. O LORD, please listen
closely to my prayer. I am Your servant. And, please listen to
the prayer of Your servants who love to revere Your Name.
Please give me, Your servant, success today. Let this king
(Artaxerxes) show me favor.
I was the One who served wine to the king.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 1

“Ask, and it will be given to you.” Matthew 7:7
Bad news should drive us to our knees. That’s what Nehemiah
did when his brother gave him discouraging news about Jerusalem
and its inhabitants. Lord, teach me to pray when I get bad news. I don’t

want to be a pessimist, nor do I want to just react negatively when I
get bad news. Teach me to trust You to do something about bad news.
Nehemiah entered into what is called today, identificational
repentance. This is when we confess the sins committed by other

people. We can’t get forgiveness for them if they do not confess and
seek forgiveness. But we can ask God to deal with the consequences
of their sin so that the consequences do not affect us and others.

Lord, I confess the sin of abortion that’s permitted by America; forgive
our nation and don’t judge us for our sin. I confess also the sin of
greed, sexual deviation, and pride. Don’t judge America, rather speak
to people’s heart so they will repent and be saved. Lord, send revival
to my nation.
Did you see how Nehemiah prayed the word “please?” He was
begging God for an answer. Lord, I beg You with tears to be gracious to

my nation. Don’t judge my nation, but “please” send revival.
Amen.
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STORY
NEHEMIAH ARRIVES IN JERUSALEM
Nehemiah 2
The trip to Jerusalem had been tedious. Nehemiah was
stopped continually when he met armed soldiers on the road, but the
letter from the king did the job. Their hostility turned to courtesy;
they couldn’t do enough for Nehemiah when they saw his letter from
King Artaxerxes.
Nehemiah dismounted and knelt in prayer when he first caught
sight of the city of Jerusalem sitting on the top of Mount Zion. The
dream of a lifetime was fulfilled, he previously thought he would
never see God’s city.
Nehemiah wept, and he wasn’t sure if his tears were for joy at
seeing the city, or were tears of disappointment when he realized the
city was a pile of ruins. The stone walls were scattered everywhere.
He prayed,
“Thank You, God, for remembering me and bringing me to Your
city.”
During his first three days in Jerusalem, Nehemiah didn’t tell
anyone why he was there, nor that he had letters from the king to
rebuild the walls, nor that he was to be their new governor. He spent
his time talking to everyone, from the lowly workers to the nobles.
Nehemiah wanted their honest opinion. He needed information. He
knew if they knew he was their new governor, every conversation
would be politicized.
On the third night, a full moon lit up the city; Nehemiah set out
on his horse to ride all the way around the city to assess the damage.
But he was doing more than surveying the ruins, Nehemiah was
beginning to put together a strategy to rebuild the walls.
At places the rubble was so high Nehemiah’s horse couldn’t get
through. Rebuilding the walls would be a formidable job, but it could
be done.
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The following day, Nehemiah gathered all the officials
together: the priest, the rulers, and the nobles. Nehemiah
announced,
“I’ve seen the ruins, I’ve been all the way around the walls.
They are destroyed and the gates are burned. Everyone ridicules
Jerusalem and the streets are not safe at night.” Nehemiah told them
he had letters from the king for provisions, then he announced he
was their new governor. He was challenged by those pessimists who
felt the task was too big, but the leaders accepted Nehemiah when he
showed them the letter from the king.
“Let’s rise up and rebuild the walls,” Nehemiah challenged
them.
Then Nehemiah told them how he prayed for an opportunity to
do something, “The good hand of God was on me and the king gave
me authority to rebuild this city.” The people responded to
Nehemiah’s appeal,
“Let’s rise up and rebuild the walls.”

Lord, it is good to have a life’s-vision of Your will
For the way I live and the way I serve You.
Give me confidence to do Your will with diligence,
Protect me as I continue serving You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
NEHEMIAH GOES TO JERUSALEM
Nehemiah 2
It was the month of Nisan (four months after the events of Nehemiah
1:1) in the 20th year of the kingship of Artaxerxes. (Artaxerxes I
[Longimanus], in 445 B.C.) He asked for some wine, so I took
wine and gave it to the king. Before this time, I had never
looked sad in his presence. So the king said, “Why is the
expression on your face so sad? You aren’t sick, are you? You
seem to be unhappy.”
Then I was very much afraid. But I said to the king, “May the king live
forever. I am very sad, because the city where my ancestors
are buried lies in ruins. Not only that, its gates have been
destroyed by fire.”
Then the king asked me, “What are you requesting?”
So I prayed to the God of heaven first. Then I said to the king, “If you
are willing, and if I have pleased you for these many years,
send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are buried. I
will rebuild it.”

Lord, Your gracious hand was upon Nehemiah
So the king granted his request.
May Your gracious hand be upon me and
Answer the request of the prayers of my heart.
The queen was sitting next to the king. (History tells us that her name
was Damaspia.) “He asked me, ‘How long would your trip take?
And, when would you return to Susa?’ The king was willing to
send me to Jerusalem. So, I gave him the times.
I also told him, “If you are willing, then please give me official letters
to the governors who are west of the Euphrates River. They
must let me pass safely through their lands on my way to
Judah. And, would you please write a letter to Asaph? He is in
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charge of the king’s forest. Tell him to give me some timber, so
that I can make wooden beams for the gates of the palace. It is
for the Temple. It is also for the city wall and the house where I
would live.” So, the king gave these things to me. This was
because the hand of my God was so good to me.
So, I went to the governors who were west of the Euphrates River. I
gave the king’s letters to them. The king also sent along with
me his army officers and soldiers on horseback.
Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite leader heard about
it. They were very upset that a man had come to help the
Israelites.
So, I came to Jerusalem, and I stayed there for 3 days. Then, at night, I
started out with a few men. I had not told anyone what my God
had put into my heart to do for Jerusalem. The only animal with
me was the one on which I was riding. It was night. I went out
Valley Gate and rode toward Jackal Fountain and Trash Gate. I
was inspecting the walls of Jerusalem. The walls had been
torn down, and the gates had been destroyed by fire. Then I
passed on to Fountain Gate and to King’s Pool. However, there
was no space for the animal that I was riding to pass through.
So I went up by Kidron Brook at night. I was inspecting the wall.
Then, I turned and went back into the city through Valley Gate.
The officers didn’t know where I had gone or what I was doing.
I had not yet told anything to the people, the priests, the
leaders, or the officers. I said nothing to any of those who
would be doing the work of rebuilding.
Then I said to them, “You can see the damage which we have in
Jerusalem. It is in total ruins, and its gates have been burned
down. Come, let’s rebuild the wall of Jerusalem. Then we won’t
be disgraced anymore.” And, I told them how the hand of my
God had been so good to me. I also told them what the king of
Persia had said to me.
Then they answered, “Let’s start rebuilding.” And, they began to work
hard.
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But Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite leader, and Geshem
the Arab heard about it. They made fun of us. They despise us.
They said, “What are you doing? Are you rebelling against the
king of Persia?”
But I answered them, “The God of heaven will give us success. We are
servants of the true God. We are going to get up and build, but
you have no share in Jerusalem. You have no claim or heritage
in it.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 2

“With a prayer to the God of heaven, ‘I replied.’” Nehemiah 2:4,
5 NLT
When given a wonderful opportunity, what’s the first thing you
do? Nehemiah got the king’s attention, and immediately prayed. Even
as he stood in the presence of the king, Nehemiah prayed. Lord, I will

pray—even when talking to others—for You are always with me, and
You will answer the shortest and simplest prayer.
“What’s in the well comes up in the bucket,” and “What’s in the
heart is shown on the face.” Nehemiah’s concern for Jerusalem was
painted all over his countenance. Lord, teach me to pray about

everything . . . big things . . . little things . . . even things that bother me.

No matter what I do for God, there will be opposition, just as
Sanballat and Tobiah “were angry” and spoke against Nehemiah’s
task. Lord, help me to look beyond opposition to Your plan for my life

and Your task that I’ve been given. Help me to strong when opposition
comes, and help me not be dissuaded from doing Your will.

Opposition will scoff and criticize me. ”When Sanballat, Tobiah,
and Geshem heard our plan, they scoffed contemptuously” (Neh. 2:19,
LB). Lord, teach me to expect opposition, then teach me to look beyond
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opposition to Your will. Then teach me to pray and ignore criticism
and scoffing.

No one can do the work of God alone, it takes a team. Nehemiah
gathered the men of Jerusalem and told them, “Let us rebuild the walls
of Jerusalem, and rid ourselves of this disgrace” (Neh. 2:17). Lord, I

may try to do everything myself, just because I love You and want Your
work done. But teach me to work with others—in Your church—to get
Your work done.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE CITY WALL IS REPAIRED
Nehemiah 3
Then Eliashib the high priest (he was the grandson of Joshua, the high
priest in Zerubbabel’s time) and his fellow priests went to
work. They rebuilt Sheep Gate. They dedicated it and set up its
doors. They worked as far as The Tower of the Hundred, then
they dedicated that. Then they worked on to the Tower of
Hananel. The men of Jericho rebuilt the section of the wall next
to those priests. And Zaccur, the son of Imri, rebuilt the section
next to the men from Jericho.
Then sons of Hassenaah rebuilt Fish Gate. They laid the wooden
beams. And, they set up its doors, bolts, and bars.
Next to them, Meremoth, the son of Uriah, made repairs. Uriah was the
son of Hakkoz. Meshullam, the son of Berekiah, made repairs
next to Meremoth. Berekiah was the son of Meshezabel. And
Zadok, the son of Baana, made more repairs next to Meshullam.
Then men from Tekoa made repairs next to them. However, the
leading men of Tekoa would not work under their supervisor.
Jehoiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of Besodeiah
made repairs to Old Gate. They laid its wooden beams. And
they set up its doors, bolts, and bars. Next to them, some more
men made repairs. They were from the towns of Gibeon and
Mizpah. Melatiah was from Gibeon, and Jadon was from the
town of Meronoth. These places were under the control of the
governor over the western part of the Euphrates River. Next to
them, Uzziel, the son of Harhaiah, made repairs. He was a
goldsmith. And next to him, Hananiah made more repairs. He
was one of those who made perfume. These men rebuilt
Jerusalem as far as Broad Wall. Next to them, Rephaiah
repaired the next section of the wall. He was the son of Hur,
who governed half of the district of Jerusalem. Next to him,
Jedaiah, the son of Harumaph, made repairs. He worked across

Page 1 of 5

from his own house. And next to him, Hattush, the son of
Hashabneiah, made more repairs. Malchijah the son of Harim
and Hasshub the son of Pahath-Moab repaired another section
of the wall. And, they repaired The Tower of the Furnaces. Next
to them, Shallum, the son of Halohesh, made repairs. He
governed the other half of the district of Jerusalem. He had his
daughters worked there.
Hanun and the residents of Zanoah repaired Valley Gate. They rebuilt
it and set up its doors, bolts, and bars. They also repaired the
500 yards of the wall up to Trash Gate.
Malchijah, the son of Rechab, repaired Trash Gate. He governed the
district of Beth-Hakkerem. He rebuilt that gate and set up its
doors, bolts, and bars.
Shallun, the son of Col-Hozeh, repaired Fountain Gate. He governed
the district of Mizpah. He rebuilt it and covered it. And he set
up its doors, bolts, and bars. He also repaired the wall of The
Pool of Siloam. It is next to King’s Garden. He repaired the wall
as far as the steps of the eastern slope. They go down from the
old part of the city. Next to Shallum, Nehemiah (not the same
person as the author of this book), the son of Azbuk, made
repairs. He governed half of the district of Beth-Zur. He made
repairs to the wall up to a place across from The Tombs of
David. He made repairs as far as the man-made pool and The
House of the Heroes.
Next to him, the Levites made repairs. Some of them worked with
Rehum, the son of Bani. Next to him, Hashabiah made repairs
for his district. He governed one-half of the district of Keilah.
Next to him, Bawai the son of Henadad and his Levite brothers
made repairs. Bawai governed the other half of the district of
Keilah. Next to them, Ezer, the son of Jeshua, made repairs. He
governed the district of Mizpah. He repaired another section of
the wall, at the place going up to the armory, up to the corner.
Next to him, Baruch, the son of Zakkai, worked very hard to
repair another section of the wall. It went from the corner to
the doorway of the house of Eliashib, the high priest. Next to
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him Meremoth, the son of Uriah, did repair work. Uriah was the
son of Hakkoz. He repaired another section of the wall. It went
from the doorway of Eliashib’s house to the far end of it.
Next to him, the priests who were from the surrounding area did their
repair work. Next to them, Benjamin and Hasshub made
repairs across from their house. Next to them, Azariah, the son
of Maaseiah, did the repairs beside his own house. Maaseiah
was the son of Ananiah. Next to him, Binnui, the son of
Henadad, repaired another section of the wall. It went from the
house of Azariah to the corner. Then it went to The Tower.
Palal, the son of Uzai, labored across from the corner. And he
worked by the lookout tower on the upper palace. That is near
The Courtyard of King’s Prison. Next to Palal, Pedaiah, the son
of Parosh, made more repairs. The Temple servants lived on
Ophel Hill. They did the repairs as far as the spot which is
opposite Water Gate. They labored eastward, toward the
lookout tower that extends from the palace. Next to them, the
men of Tekoa made repairs. They worked on another section of
the wall from the big lookout tower that extends from the
palace to Ophel Wall.
Above Horse Gate, the priests made more repairs. Each one worked in
front of his own house. Next to them, Zadok, the son of Immer,
made repairs across from his own house. And, next to him,
Shemaiah, the son of Shecaniah, made more repairs. He was
the guardian of East Gate. Next to him, Hananiah the son of
Shelemiah and Hanun the sixth son of Zalaph made repairs.
They worked on another section of the wall. Next to them,
Meshullam, the son of Berekiah, made more repairs. It was
across from his living quarters. Next to him, Malchijah made
repairs. He was one of the goldsmiths. He repaired as far as
the house of the Temple servants and the traders that is in
front of Inspection Gate. And, he worked as far as the room
above the corner of the wall. The goldsmiths and the traders
made some repairs, too. It was between the room above the
corner of the wall and Sheep Gate.
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 3

“Next to Eliashib builded the men of Jericho.” Nehemiah 3:2
The phrase occurs throughout the chapter, “Next to them” (Neh.
3:2,4,5,7,8,9,10,11, etc.). This is a wonderful picture of Christian unity,
i.e., people working together to accomplish God’s work. Lord, I am

encouraged that everyone was committed to help and that they
worked in the section of Jerusalem where they lived. Lord, I want to
serve my fellow man, especially those who live where I live.
The wall was built with fathers, sons, and grandsons. Lord, it’s
good to see the sons and grandsons repair the wall because the sin of
their fathers and grandfathers destroyed the wall. May I be aware that
my actions influence my children and may I live godly and serve You
wholeheartedly.
This chapter contains a long list of those who worked to repair
the wall. Lord, I’m glad for this long list of names. It shows that each

person was important; it also reveals where they worked and how
much they did. Lord, I’m glad You keep a record in Heaven of all I do;
my prayer is to please You by my efforts.
This chapter reveals that many people repaired the wall next to
their house. I remember being in a Sunday school class when I was
very young, my teacher read this chapter to us and told how each man
would do a better job because he would have to sit on his porch each
evening to see the job he did. Lord, when someone repaired the wall

by their house, they made sure it was strong and beautiful. Then they
would be safe and enjoy looking at it in the future.
This chapter indicated women worked on the wall (Neh. 3:12).

Lord, I’m glad women were involved, it showed fairness; also, I’m glad
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politicians got dirty, it showed they cared. May I never be too proud
to get my hands dirty in Your work.

The leaders and politicians also got involved in the work (Neh.

3:14). Lord, it’s good to see the so called “Big Wigs” work hard and do

their share of the work. May I always be willing to do mine.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE WALL IS GUARDED
Nehemiah 4
Sanballat (the local governor of nearby Samaria) heard that we were
rebuilding the wall. He was very angry. In fact, he was furious.
He made fun of the Jews. He said to his friends and the army of
Samaria, “What are these wimpy Jews doing? They actually
believe that they can rebuild the wall. They think they will offer
sacrifices again. Perhaps they think they can finish it in only
one day? They cannot bring stones back to life. Those are only
piles of trash and ashes.”
Tobiah the Ammonite was next to Sanballat. Tobiah said, “Yes, if a fox
were to climb up on what they are building, it would knock
down their stone wall.”
I prayed: “Listen to us, our God. We are despised. Turn the curses of
Sanballat and Tobiah back on their own heads. Let them be
captured and taken away like valuables that are stolen. Do not
cover up their guilt. Don’t blot out their sins from Your sight.
Why? Because they have made You angry in front of the
builders.”
So, we rebuilt the wall all the way around, half-way up. The people
were willing to work hard.
But Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites, and the men from
Ashdod were very angry. They heard that the repairs to the
wall of Jerusalem were going up. They also heard that the gaps
in the wall were being closed up. So, all of them made plans to
go and fight against Jerusalem. They wanted to stir up trouble.
Nevertheless, we prayed to our God, and we posted guards to
watch out for them day and night.
The people of Judah said, “The haulers are getting too tired. There is
so much rubble. We cannot rebuild this wall.” Our enemies
have said, “Let’s go among them and kill those Jews. They won’t
even suspect us or see us. We are going to stop that work.”
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Then the Jews who lived near our enemies came to inform us again
and again, “The enemy is about to attack us from any
direction.” So, I stationed some of the armed men behind the
lowest places of the wall, on the inside. And, I positioned some
at the open spaces. I put families together with their swords,
their spears, and their bows. Then I looked around. I got up
and spoke to the important men, to the leaders, and to the rest
of the people, saying, “Don’t be afraid of your enemies.
Remember your LORD. He is great and awesome. Fight for your
Jewish brothers, your sons and daughters, your wives, and your
homes.”
Then our enemies heard that we knew about their plot. God had
ruined their plans. So, we all went back to the wall. Each
individual went back to his own job.
From that day on, half of my servants worked on construction. And,
the other half were holding the spears, the shields, the bows,
and the armor. The officers positioned themselves behind all
the people of Judah, all those who were building the wall.
Those who carried building materials did their work with one
hand, and they carried a weapon in the other hand. Each of the
builders tied his sword on his waist, while he was working. The
man who would blow the warning trumpet was right beside me.
Then I spoke to the important men, to the leaders, and to the rest of
the people. I said, “This project is a very big job. We are
stretched out all along the wall; we are too far apart. So,
wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, go there and
assemble. Our God will fight for us.”
So, we labored on. Half of the men were holding the spears. We
worked from sunrise until the stars came out at night. At that
time, I also said to the people, “Let each man and his helper
stay inside Jerusalem overnight. They can post guards at
night. And, they can be workmen during the day.” None of us—
me, my brothers, my men, or the guards who are with me—got
undressed. Each man always had his own weapons with him
even when he went for water.
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 4

“Half my men worked while the other half stood guard with
spears, shields, bows, and coats of mail.” Nehemiah 4:16, NLT
Building and battling. Have you noticed that about half of the

things we do for God is building up His work? The other half is
defending God’s work from the enemy. Praise God if you’re able to
spend more time and energy building His work. Also praise God when
you are able to spend a lot of time and energy defending God’s work
from attacks by the enemy. In both cases, God’s work goes forward.

Lord, I thank You for opportunities to defeat the enemy and defend
Your work. It’s a privilege to be a soldier of Yours. Also, thank You for
peace when I can work for You without opposition and satanic attack.
In war or peace I’ll serve You.

Did you see how the workers were equipped? “With one hand
supporting their load, and one hand holding a weapon” (Neh. 4:17,
NLT). You must be equipped to both work and fight, and you must be
mentally ready to do both. Lord, there will not be rest until I get to

Heaven. I’m ready to work for You, and I’m ready to fight for You.

We should have an aggressive attitude toward our enemy—
Satan. “Don’t be afraid of your enemy” (Neh. 4:14, NLT). Satan is a
roaring lion who will attack and eat us alive. So be ready for an attack
at all times, from any and every source. Lord, I am ready to fight. I will

not let up, I will not look back to go back, and I will be ready to defend
Your church, Your people and Your testimony.

There are always complaints from some of God’s people. “The
people of Judah began to complain that the workers were becoming
tired. There was so much rubble” (Neh. 4:10, NLT). Lord, I will not

complain. I will keep my eyes on You, I will not listen to those who

Page 3 of 4

criticize. Forgive me when I have complained in the past. May I not
focus on problems, but I will focus on You and what You’re doing.

The work of God demands out total effort. “We worked early
and late, from sunrise to sunset” (Neh. 14:21, NLT). Lord, Your work is

imperative; I will give my all to serve You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
NEHEMIAH HELPS THE POOR AND OPPRESSED
Nehemiah 5
The poor men and their wives complained loudly against their Jewish
brothers who were lenders. Some of them were saying, “We
have pledged many sons and daughters. We need grain to eat
to stay alive.”
Others were saying, “We borrowed money to get grain, because of the
famine. We might not be able to pay back the money we have
borrowed. Then we will forfeit our fields, our vineyards, and
our houses.”
And still others were saying, “We have had to borrow some money, to
pay the king’s heavy tax on our fields and our vineyards. We
are the same as our Jewish brothers. Our sons are just like
their sons. Nevertheless, we are forced to sell our sons and
daughters as slaves because of the lack of money. Some of our
daughters have already been sold into bondage. But there is
nothing we can do. Our fields and our vineyards already
belong to other men.”
When I heard their outcry about these things, I became very angry. I
thought about it. Then I accused the important Jewish men and
the Jewish leaders. I said to them, “You are charging your own
Jewish brothers way too much interest.” So, I summoned a
large meeting to publicly reprimand the bankers. I told them:
“Our Jewish brothers were once sold as slaves to non-Jewish
nations. But, whenever possible, we have purchased them.
Now you are causing your Jewish brothers to be enslaved by
debt.” The bankers were silent. They didn’t say a word.
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Then I said, “What you are doing is not right. You should be living with
reverence toward our God. You don’t want our non-Jewish
enemies to shame us, do you? I, my brothers, and my men are
also lending money and grain to the people. But you must stop
charging them too much interest for this. Today—right now—
give back their fields, their vineyard, their olive trees, and their
houses. Give them back the extra interest that you have
overcharged them, too. That is 12 percent interest of the
money, the grain, the new wine, and the oil.”
The bankers said, “We will give it back. And, we will not demand
anything more from them. We will do as you say.”
Then I summoned the priests. And, I made the bankers vow to do
what they had promised. Also, I shook out the folds of my robe.
I said, “This is the same way that God will shake out every man
who will not keep his promise. May God shake him out of his
house. And may He shake him out of the things that he’s
worked for. Let that man be shaken out and emptied.”
Then the whole group said, “Amen.” And they praised the LORD. So,
the men followed through with what they had promised.
In the 20th year of the rule of King Artaxerxes, I was appointed to be
governor of the land of Judah. I was governor until the 32nd year
of the king. I governed Judah for 12 years (from 444 to 432 B.C.).
During that time, my Jewish brothers and I did not eat the food
that was supplied to my office. However, the governors who
preceded me always put a heavy tax load upon the Jewish
people. They got 1 pound of silver from each individual. They
also took some food and wine. Their officers were also very
hard on the people. But I did not do that because of my
reverence for God. I did hard manual work on this wall, too. All
of my men were also assembled there for work. We did not
purchase any fields.
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And, I fed 150 Jewish brothers and some leaders at my own table. I
fed those who came from the surrounding nations, too. Each
day, this is what was prepared for me and my guests: 1 ox, 6 fat
sheep, and some poultry. And, there were all kinds of wine
every 10 days. However, I never demanded the full amount of
food due to my office. This was because the people were
already under a great deal of pressure to pay Persian taxes.
“Remember me, O my God, for all the good that I have done for
these people.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 5

NLT

“Because I feared God, I did not act that way.” Nehemiah 5:15,

Nehemiah could have levied taxes for his food and
accommodations, but he didn’t do it. Why? Not because of his
concern for the people, nor was it his own conscience he followed. It
was because of his “fear of God.” Lord, I will be theocentric; come sit

at the center of my life. I will be everything I am supposed to be,
because of You; I will do everything to please You. “Not I, but Christ”
(Gal. 2:20).

It’s alright to get angry at sin, and when other believers sin;
Nehemiah got angry (Neh. 5:6). However, the New Testament directs
us, “Be angry and sin not” (Eph. 4:26). How do we sin with our anger?
When we lose control of ourselves, or when we get angry for the
wrong reason, or when we harm someone intentionally or
unintentionally with our anger. Lord, I will control myself at all times,
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sit on the throne of my heart and direct all I do. I will not be angry at
You, nor at other people. I will be angry at sin. Use the energy of my
anger to advance Your work and testimony.

Nehemiah realized he was guilty of the sin that others were
doing. “I myself, as well as my brothers and my workers, have been
lending” (Neh. 5:10, NLT). Lord, give me eyes to see all that I do. May I

not be hypocritical of accusing others of the same sin I commit.
Forgive me of all my sins, both intentional and ignorantly committed.
May I be a great testimony for You.

Right in the middle of his actions and writing, Nehemiah broke
out into a prayer. “Remember, O my God, all that I have done for those
people, and bless me for it” (Neh. 5:19, NLT). Lord, may I pray during my

waking hours. May I pray when talking to others, and when thinking,
and when reading, as well as when I write. Lord, bless what I write and
read for Your glory.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
NEHEMIAH IS NOT AFRAID OF HIS ENEMIES
Nehemiah 6
Then Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies
heard that I had rebuilt the wall. There was not one gap in it,
though I had not yet set the doors in the gates. So, Sanballat
and Geshem sent this message to me: “Come, Nehemiah, let’s
meet together at Kephirim on the plain of Ono” (25 to 30 miles
away from Jerusalem). They had a plan to hurt me. So, I sent
messengers to them, saying: “I am doing a great work. I cannot
come down. I do not want the work to stop while I leave it and
come down to meet you.” Four times, Sanballat and Geshem
sent me the same urgent message. But, each time, I answered
them the same way.
However, on the fifth time, Sanballat sent his assistant to me with an
open letter in his hand. This is what was written in it:
“A rumor is being reported to all the non-Jews. And, Geshem is saying
that you and the Jews are planning to rebel against the king of
Persia. That is why you are rebuilding the wall. They claim that
you will become their king. They also say that you have
appointed prophets to preach this for you in Jerusalem: ‘There
is a king in Judah.’ The king of Persia will hear about this
rumor, so come here; let’s talk about this together.”
So I sent back this answer to him: “None of the things you are saying
is happening. You are merely making it all up in your own
mind.” Our enemies were trying to scare us. They were
thinking: “They will become too weak to work. Then the wall
will not be finished.” But I prayed: “O God, make me strong.”
One time, I went to the house of Shemaiah, the son of Delaiah. Delaiah
was the son of Mehetabel. Shemaiah was suspended. He said,
“Let us meet together in the house of God—inside the
Temple—and close the doors of the Temple. Men are coming
to kill you! Men will come at night to kill you.”
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But I said, “Why would a man like me run away? Should such a man
as me retreat into the Temple to save my life? I will not go in
there.” I recognized that God had not sent him. Tobiah and
Sanballat had paid him some money to speak such a prophecy
against me. They had hired Shemaiah to try to scare me. They
wanted me to enter the Temple, which would be a sin. Then
they could destroy my good name. They wanted to discredit
me.”
I prayed, “O my God, remember Tobiah and Sanballat. Remember
what they did. Also, remember the prophetess Noadiah and the
other false prophets who have been trying to scare me.”
THE WALL IS FINISHED
So, the wall of Jerusalem was completed. It happened on the 25th day
of the Jewish month of Elul (the latter part of August). It took 52
days to rebuild. (About 25,000 to 30,000 Jewish men and their
families worked together to accomplish this amazing feat. It
was completed 142 years after its destruction by
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C.) Then all of our enemies heard
about it. And, all the non-Jewish groups that surrounded us
were afraid. They lost their self-confidence. They realized that
the project had been done with the help of our God.
In those days, some important Jewish men of Judah also sent more
and more letters to Tobiah. And Tobiah answered them. Many
Jewish lords had promised to be loyal to Tobiah. Why?
Because Tobiah was the son-in-law of Shecaniah, the son of
Arah. And, Tobiah’s son, Jehohanan, had married the daughter
of Meshullam, the son of Berechiah. Those men kept telling me
about Tobiah’s “good deeds.” Then they would report to Tobiah
what I said. So, Tobiah sent letters to scare me.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 6
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“They realized this work had been done with the help of our
God. ” Nehemiah 5:16, NLT
Notice all the ways Satan tried to stop the walls from being
built. The enemy criticized and complained, then the enemy
threatened to attack Nehemiah.
Next, the enemy tried to get him sidetracked in discussion and
negotiations. Finally, they threatened to tell the King of Persia
Nehemiah was planning a rebellion to set up his own kingdom. The
enemy lied, complained, and attacked with vicious rumors. Lord, help

me see how many ways Satan will attack me and try to destroy both
me and Your work. Make me wise to Satan’s tactics. Give me wisdom,
what to do and think when I am attacked. I depend on You for victory.

Then again notice how Nehemiah defeated the enemies
attacks. First, Nehemiah did pay attention to what the enemy said. He
focused on doing God’s work and equipped the workers to build and
battle at the same time. He prayed as he worked, and Nehemiah gave
all his time and energy to put God’s work first. Nehemiah focused on
finishing, and he finished. You should plan on being a finisher in life,
not someone who quits half way to the finish line. Lord, I want to put

Your work first. But most of all give me determination to be a finisher.

The walls had not been built in 142 years, but it was finished in
52 days. So it wasn’t the size of the job that kept Israel from rebuilding the walls. The barrier was in their minds. For whatever
reason, Israel just didn’t rebuild the walls. But when God put it within
the heart of Nehemiah to finish the wall, it was done in a very short
period of time. Lord, I procrastinate and put off doing many good

things. Forgive me for my procrastination. Forgive me of my sin. Give
me instant obedience to do Your will. Transform me from being lazy
about some things, change me into Your obedient servant.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
NEHEMIAH’S INSTRUCTIONS
Nehemiah 7
After the wall was rebuilt, I set the doors in place. Then the
gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites were chosen. I put
my brother, Hanani, in charge of Jerusalem, along with
Hananiah. Hananiah was commander of the palace. He was a
loyal man, and he revered God more than anybody. I told them,
“The gates of Jerusalem must not be opened until the sun is
hot. And, while the gatekeepers are still on duty before
nightfall, have them shut the doors and bolt them. Appoint as
guards only people who live in Jerusalem. Put some of them at
guard-posts on the wall, and put some across from their own
houses.”
THE RECORD OF RETURNING EXILES
Now the city was big and full of room. However, there were only a few
people in it. (The total number of exiles who returned to Judah
with Zerubbabel was no more than 42, 360 [Nehemiah 7:66].
And, less than 2,000 people had come with Ezra [Ezra 8:1-20].)
The houses had not been rebuilt yet. My God caused me to
summon the people. So, I gathered the important men, the
leaders, and the common people. I wanted to register them by
families. I found the family history of those who had returned
from Babylon first. Here is what I found written in it:
“These are the people of the province who came back from the forced
exile. Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, had captured them.
Now they had returned to Jerusalem and Judah. Each individual
returned to his own town. These people traveled with
Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Nehemiah (not the same Nehemiah who
wrote the Book of Nehemiah), (Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispereth, Bigvai, Nehum, and Baanah).
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These are the numbers from the men of Israel:
The descendants of Parosh—2,172;
The descendants of Shephatiah—372;
The descendants of Arah—652;
The descendants of Pahath-Moab (through the family of Jeshua and
Joab)—2,818;
The descendants of Elam—1,254;
The descendants of Zattu—845;
The descendants of Zaccai—760;
The descendants of Binnui—648;
The descendants of Bebai—628;
The descendants of Azgad—2,322;
The descendants of Adonikam—667;
The descendants of Bigvai—2,067;
The descendants of Adin—655;
The descendants of Ater (through Hezekiah)—98;
The descendants of Hashum—328;
The descendants of Bezai—324;
The descendants of Hariph—112;
The descendants of Gibeon—95.
These are the men from the towns of Bethlehem and Netophah—188;
The men from Anathoth—128;
The men from Beth-Azmaveth—42;
The men from Kiriath-Jearim, Chephirah, and Beeroth—743;
The men from Ramah and Geba—621;
The men from Michmas—122;
The men from Bethel and Ai—123;
The men from the other Nebo—52;
The men from the other Elam—1,254;
The men from Harim—320;
The men from Jericho—345;
The men from Lod, Hadid, and Ono—721;
The men from Senaah—3,930.
These are the priests: the descendants of Jedaiah (through the family
of Jeshua)—973;
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The descendants of Immer—1,052;
The descendants of Pashhur—1,247;
The descendants of Harim—1,017;
These are the Levites: the descendants of Jeshua through Kadmiel
through the family of Hodevah—74.
These are the singers: the descendants of Asaph—148.
These are the gatekeepers: the descendants of Shallum, Ater, Talmon,
Akkub, Hatita, and Shobai—138.
These are the Temple servants: the descendants of Ziha, Hasupha,
Tabbaoth, Keros, Sia, Padon, Lebana, Hagaba, Shalmai, Hanan,
Giddel, Gahar, Reaiah, Rezin, Nekoda, Gazzam, Uzza, Paseah,
Besai, Meunim, Nephushesim, Bakbuk, Hakupha, Harhur,
Bazlith, Mehida, Harsha, Barkos, Sisera, Temah, Neziah, and
Hatipha.
These are the descendants of the servants of Solomon: the
descendants of Sotai, Sophereth, Perida, Jaala, Darkon, Giddel,
Shephatiah, Hattil, Pochereth-Hazzebaim, and Amon. The
Temple servants and the descendants of the servants of
Solomon added up to 392 people.
Some people came up to Jerusalem from these towns: Tel-Melah, TelHarsha, Cherub, Addon, and Immer. But they could not prove
that their families and their descendants ever came from
Israel. Here they are:
The descendants of Delaiah, Tobiah, and Nekoda—642.
And these priests couldn’t prove it, either: the descendants of
Hobaiah, Hakkoz, and Barzillai. Barzillai had married a
daughter of Barzillai from Gilead and was called by her family
name. These people searched for their family records, but they
couldn’t find them. Therefore, they could not be priests,
because they were regarded as “unclean.” So, the governor
(Nehemiah) commanded them not to eat any of the special
food that was dedicated to God. First, a priest had to test for
God’s will by using the Urim and Thummim.
The total congregation of those who returned was 42,360. This is not
counting their 7,337 male and female servants. They also had
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245 male and female singers with them. They had 736 horses,
245 mules, 435 camels, and 6,720 donkeys. Some of the family
leaders contributed to the work. The governor donated about
19 pounds of gold to the treasury. He also gave 50 bowls and
530 robes for the priests. Some of the family leaders donated
375 pounds of gold to the treasury for the work. They also
contributed 2,660 pounds of silver. This is the total of what the
other people gave: 375 pounds of gold, 2,250 pounds of silver,
and 67 robes for the priests.”
So, all these people settled in their own towns: the priests, the
Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the Temple servants, and
all the other people of Israel.
By the seventh month, the Israelites were settled in their own towns.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 7

“I gave the responsibility of governing Jerusalem to my
brother Hanani, along with Hananiah . . . he was a faithful man who
feared God more than most.” Nehemiah 7:2, NLT
Nehemiah put his brother over Jerusalem. This brother was the
one who travelled to Persia to tell Nehemiah about the sad condition
of the city of Jerusalem. It’s only right that Hanani who was most
burdened for Jerusalem, be the one who ruled Jerusalem. There’s a
lesson here: don’t put a person in a job if that person doesn’t have a
burden for the job. Lord, give me a job that matches my burden for

Your work.

Nehemiah could have been criticized for Nepotism, i.e., putting a
relative in a job just because he is a relative. But two things negate
that criticism. First, Hanani had the original burden for the job.
Second, Nehemiah put another with Hanani, who was trusted and
loyal. Hananiah apparently had the trust of the population. Lord, help
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me do everything above board and out in the open. Keep me from
doing things that will bring suspicion against my testimony and Your
work. Keep me always honest.
Just because the walls are up doesn’t mean the city was safe.
They had to appoint guards day and night, and keep the gates closed
at night. Lord, just because I have eternal life doesn’t mean I can rest

in my salvation. Satan is ever vigilant to destroy me and Your work. I
will be just as vigilant. I will guard myself and pray for spiritual
protection. Keep me safe by the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE LAW OF GOD IS READ TO THE PEOPLE
Nehemiah 8
All the people were united. They gathered together in the open area
next to Water Gate on the 1st day of the 7th month (October). They
asked Ezra to bring out the Book of the Teachings of Moses,
which the LORD had commanded Israel.
So, Ezra the priest (Ezra had probably returned to Artaxerxes’ court
soon after he accomplished his reforms mentioned in Ezra 10,
but did not revisit Jerusalem until the time when the walls
were being completed—an absence of more than 10 years)
brought the Teachings into the presence of the assembly. Men
and women—everyone who could listen and understand—
were ready. Ezra read it out loud, from very early in the morning
until noon. He was facing the courtyard next to Water Gate. He
read it in front of the men and the women—all who could
understand. All the people listened carefully to the Book of the
Teachings.
Ezra the scribe stood on top of a big wooden platform which had been
built for this purpose. Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah,
and Maaseiah stood next to him, to his right side. And, on his
left side were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum,
Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam.
All the people could see Ezra, because he was above them. As he
opened the book, all the people stood up to show respect. Ezra
praised the LORD, the great God. And, all the people raised their
hands and said, “Amen. Amen.” Then they bowed down and
worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
These Levites interpreted the Teachings for the people who
remained there in their places: Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin,
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad,
Hanan, and Pelaiah. They read the Book of the Teachings of
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God aloud. They translated what it meant. They did it in such a
way that the people could clearly understand it.
Then Nehemiah the Governor spoke, then Ezra the scholarly priest,
and the Levites who were explaining things to the people, said
to all the people: “Today is holy to the LORD, your God. Do not
mourn. Don’t weep.” All the people had been crying as they
listened to the words of the Teachings.
Then Ezra said, “Go, enjoy good food and sweet drinks. Share some of
it with those who don’t have anything, because today is holy to
our LORD. Don’t be sad, because the joy of the LORD is your
fortress.”
The Levites helped to calm all the people down, saying, “Be silent,
because today is holy. Don’t be sad.” Then all the people
dispersed, so that they could eat and drink. They shared some
of their food with others. And, they had a big celebration,
because they now understood what was taught to them.
THE FEAST OF TENTS IS OBSERVED
On the next day, the family leaders of all the people, the priests, and
the Levites had a meeting with Ezra the scribe. They wanted to
study the words of the Teachings of Moses. They found this
written in the Teachings which the LORD had commanded
through Moses—the people of Israel were supposed to live
temporarily in tents. (It was difficult to observe the Feast of
Tabernacles during the exile. Here its proper observance was
being restored.) This was to be done during the feast of the 7th
month. The people were told to proclaim this news. They were
commanded to spread it throughout all of their towns and in
Jerusalem: “Go out into the mountain. Bring back branches
from domesticated olive trees and wild olive trees, myrtle
trees, palm trees, and leafy trees. Use them to make tents, just
as it has been written in the Law of Moses.”
So, the people went out and got plenty of tree branches. Each one
made tents for himself and his family on top of their roofs and
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in their courtyards. They also made tents in the courtyards of
the temple. And, they constructed them in the open area next
to Water Gate, as well as in the open area next to Ephraim Gate.
The entire group of those exiles who had come back from
captivity made the temporary tents, and lived in them for 7
days. Since the time of Joshua, the son of Nun, the Israelites
had not practiced this until this day. And they were very happy.
Ezra read aloud to them from the Book of the Teachings of God. He
read it every day—from the first day to the last day of this
festival. (This feast is also called the “Feast of Tabernacle,”
“Feast of Ingathering [Harvest],” and “Feast of Huts” [Leviticus
23:34; Deuteronomy 31:10-11] because the people of Israel lived
in temporary shelters when God brought them out of Egypt
[Leviticus 23:43]. It was celebrated from the 15th through the
22nd days of the 7th month [usually about mid-September to midOctober].) They celebrated this feast for one week. Then, on
the 8th day, the people gathered, according to their
instructions.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 8

“This will remind each new generation of Israelites
that I made their ancestors live in shelters when I rescued
them from the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God.”
Leviticus 23:43, NLT
The reading and understanding of the Word of God led to
outward change in the life of Israel. When they read about the
Feast of Tabernacles, they were ready to observe it. Lord, I will

read Your scripture, and what I learn, I will do. Make me
instantly observe what I learn from Your Word.

Page 3 of 4

This was preaching, at its best. Ezra read the Scripture to
the people, the Levites interrupted it to the people so they could
understand. Probably, the Scriptures were read in the original
Hebrew language and the people spoke Aramaic or Persian, or
some corrupt form of Hebrew. So, the Levites explained what
the words meant. We should study every word of the Bible
because God has inspired every word of Scripture (2 Tim 3:16).

Lord, I will study carefully Your word of Scripture to know what
You mean for me to know, and to do what You mean for me to do.

Did you see the response of the people. They lifted their
heads and shouted “Amen, Amen.” Lord, when Your word is read,

I will lift my head in agreement and shout inwardly “Amen.” I
look forward to learning from Your word and doing what You
want me to do.

The people reverenced the Scripture. They stood when it
was read (Neh. 8:3), then they bowed their faces to the ground
(Neh. 8:6). Lord, I will reverence my Bible, both the book itself,

and the message that speaks to me. I will reverence the words
of the Bible as Your words. Speak to me through Your words.

The Lord planned feasts in the Jewish calendar for the
Jews to enjoy themselves. Lord, I will eat to Your glory with
enjoyment. Only once in the Jewish year did the Lord command
the people to show remorse for their sin and fast (Lev. 16:29).

Lord, I will enjoy eating to Your glory, also, at another time, I will
fast to show remorse for my sin. Lord, I will do all things to Your
glory.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE PEOPLE CONFESSED THEIR SINS
Nehemiah 9
On the 24th day of the 7th month (October 13), the people of Israel
gathered together and fasted. They dressed in sackcloth (a
sign of mourning, repentance, or distress), and they put dust on
themselves. Those people who were descendants from Israel
had separated themselves from all foreigners. They stood up
and confessed their own sins and the wrongs of their
forefathers. For 6 hours, they remained in their places as
someone read out loud from the Book of the Teachings of the
LORD their God. Then they spent another 6 hours confessing
their sins and worshipping the LORD their God.
These are the Levites who were standing on the stairs: Jeshua, Bani,
Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani. They
cried out with loud voices to the LORD, their God.
These Levites spoke: Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah,
Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah. They said, “Get up and
praise the LORD, your God, He lives forever and ever.
Blessed be Your glorious Name,
It ranks higher than
Any blessing or praise.
You alone are the LORD,
You made the heavens,
Even the highest heavens.
You made all the stars,
You made the earth
And everything which is on it.
You made the oceans
And everything which is in them.
You keep everything alive.
The heavenly army worships You.
You are God, the LORD,
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You chose Abram.
You brought him out of Ur of the Babylonians,
You named him ‘Abraham.’
You found that his heart was faithful to You
So You made a covenant with him.
You vowed to give to his descendants
The land of the Canaanites,
The Hittites, the Amorites,
The Perizzites, the Jebusites, and
The Girgashites.
You have kept Your promise,
Because You are righteous.
“And, You saw our forefathers suffering in Egypt,
You heard them cry out at the Red Sea.
You performed signs and miracles
Against the king of Egypt,
Against all his officers,
And against all the people of his land.
Why? Because You knew how arrogant they were over our
forefathers.
You caused everyone to know who You really are,
Your reputation still stands today.
You divided the Red Sea in front of them,
They walked in the middle of the sea on dry ground.
But You threw the people who were chasing them
Into the deep water;
They were like a stone
That was thrown into mighty waters.
You led our forefathers
With a pillar-like cloud in the daytime;
And, You led them with a pillar of fire at night
To shine on the path where they were supposed to go.
“You also came down on Mount Sinai,
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You spoke to our forefathers from heaven.
You gave ethical principles and true teachings to them,
As well as good laws and commands.
You revealed to them Your holy Sabbath,
And the commands, the rules, and the law which You ordered
Through Your servant Moses.
When they were hungry,
You gave them bread from the skies;
When they were thirsty,
You brought out water for them from the rock.
You told them to go into the land
To conquer it;
You had promised to give it to them.
But our forefathers were proud and stubborn,
They would not listen to Your commands.
They refused to obey;
They forgot the miracles
Which You performed among them.
Instead, they became stubborn and they rebelled against You;
They appointed a leader to lead them back to their bondage.
Nevertheless, You are a God who is ready to forgive;
You are kind and full of mercy.
You do not become angry quickly;
You have great love,
Therefore You did not abandon them.
Even though our forefathers made for themselves
A metal statue of a calf;
They said, ‘This is your god, O Israel,
It brought you up out of Egypt.’
Our forefathers did vile things,
Yet You were very merciful;
You did not abandon them in the desert.
During the day, You provided the pillar of cloud which never left them;
It guided them on the right path
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And at night You gave the pillar of fire to lead them,
It shined on the path that they were supposed to take.
You provided Your good Spirit to teach them,
And, You did not withhold Your manna to eat;
And, when they were thirsty,
You gave them water.
You kept them going for 40 years in the desert,
They always had whatever they needed.
Their clothes didn’t wear out,
And their feet didn’t swell up.
“You gave kingdoms and nations to them,
You gave them more land;
They captured the country of Sihon, the king of Heshbon
And they conquered the country of Og, the king of Bashan.
You multiplied the sons of our forefathers
To be as numerous as the stars of the skies.
And, You brought them into the land
Which You had promised to our forefathers;
They were supposed to enter it and conquer it.
So, their children did go into the land and conquer it;
Before this time, the Canaanites lived there.
Nevertheless, You defeated them for our forefathers;
You handed over the Canaanites to them,
Their kings and the people of the land.
Our forefathers could do whatever they wanted with them;
Our forefathers captured cities
Which had strong walls and fertile lands.
They also took over houses that were full of all kinds of good things;
They took possession of wells that had already been dug.
They took vineyards, orchards of olive trees,
And many fruit trees.
So, they ate until they were satisfied,
They enjoyed Your great goodness.
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“However, they disobeyed and rebelled against You,
They ignored Your Teachings.
And, Your prophets warned them
To turn back to You.
But they killed Your prophets,
They did vile things.
Therefore, You permitted their enemies to defeat them,
Their enemies treated them terribly.
But, during this time of distress
Our forefathers cried out to You
And You heard them from heaven.
You showed them great mercy;
You gave them some men who rescued them,
Who saved them from the control of their enemies.
“Nevertheless, after they had some rest,
They wronged You again.
So, You abandoned them to the control of those who hated them,
Who ruled over them.
But they were sorry and cried out to You again.
And, You heeded them from heaven.
Because You are so merciful,
You rescued them so many times.
“You warned them to bring them back again
To obey Your Teachings
But they acted proud.
They did not listen to Your commands;
Instead, they sinned against Your laws.
If a person practices Your laws, he will live by them:
They were bull-headed, rebellious, and stubborn,
They would not listen.
Nevertheless, You were patient with them for many years;
You warned them by Your Spirit
Through Your prophets.
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But they paid no attention at all,
So, You permitted them to be defeated by other nations.
Nevertheless, because Your mercy is so great
You didn’t kill them all;
You did not abandon them;
Why? Because You are such a kind and merciful God.
“And so, our God,
You are the great, mighty, awesome God.
You keep Your covenant of love;
Do not let all our troubles
Seem unimportant in Your presence.
These troubles have happened to us—
To our kings and to our leaders,
To our priests and to our prophets,
To our forefathers, and to all Your people—
Since the days of the kings of Assyria
And it has continued until this very day.
But You have been righteous
Regarding everything that has happened to us;
You have been faithful, even though we have been evil.
Our kings, our leaders, our priests, and our forefathers
Have not obeyed Your Teachings;
They did not pay any attention to Your commands and
Your warnings which You gave them.
Even when our forefathers were living in their kingdom,
They would not serve You.
They were enjoying all Your best blessings
That You had given them.
They were enjoying the land
That You had given them.
It was spacious and fertile
But they would not turn away from their evil deeds;
Look, we are slaves today.
And, as for the land which You gave to our forefathers,
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The fruit of which they were to eat,
And enjoy the good things of it—
Look, we are slaves.
The land produces great harvests
For the kings whom You have put over us
Because we sinned.
Those kings rule over our bodies and our cattle however they please;
We are in a lot of trouble.
Because of all this, we are making a binding agreement. We’re
writing it down. Our leaders, Levites, and priests are putting
their seals on it.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 9

“These things happened as a warning to us, so that we would
not crave evil things as they did.” 1 Corinthians 10:6, NLT
In the month of October, the Jews first fasted on the day of
Atonement. This is when Israelites mourn for their sins, as we see in
this chapter. Also in October, the Jews lived in “huts” during the Feast
of the Tabernacles to remind them their fathers lived in tents when
they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years to be punished for their
sin of rebellion. Lord, I know You are a God who punishes sin. I will

repent of all sin and I will obey Your commands. Thank You for
forgiveness of sins in Christ. I rejoice in Your mercy.
The Jews spent 6 hours listening to God’s word, and 6 hours in
confessional prayers. Lord, I will read and obey Your word. I will

confess my sins that are revealed in Your word.
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The Levites led the people by praying a Psalm. It is important to
pray the words of Scripture because then you are praying as exactly
as you can pray. Lord, I will pray the Psalms to pray the way You want
me to pray with the words you want me to pray. (See Praying the
Psalms, by Elmer Towns, published by Destiny Image, Shippensburg,
PA).
It was not enough to pray, confess sins, and to vow to repent.
The people wrote out a vow and signed it. “On this sealed document
are the names of our princes, and Levites, and priests” (Neh. 9:38).

Lord, I will vow to You and write my promises in my journal or in my
prayer notes. My sincere pledge is the commitment of my heart to
serve You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THEIR PROMISE TO OBEY GOD’S LAW
Nehemiah 10
These were the men who signed the agreement:
Nehemiah the governor, the son of Hacaliah, signed it. Also,
Zedekiah,
Seraiah, Azariah, Malchijah,
Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch,
Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,
Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,
Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,
Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah. These were the priests.
These were the Levites who signed it: Jeshua, the son of
Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kadmiel,
And their Levites brothers: Shebaniah, Hodiah,
Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,
Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah,
Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,
Hodiah, Bani, and Beninu.
These were the leaders of the people who signed the
agreement: Parosh, Pahath-Moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani,
Bunni, Azgad, Bebai,
Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin,
Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,
Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai,
Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai,
Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,
Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua,
Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah,
Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub,
Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,
Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah,
Ahiah, Hanan, Anan,
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Malluch, Harim, and Baanah.
They took an oath. They were the priests, the Levites, the
gatekeepers, the singers, the Temple servants, and the rest of
the people—everyone who had separated themselves from
foreigners to obey the Teachings of God. It was also their
wives and their sons and daughters who could understand and
had insight. They joined their Jewish brothers, their leaders.
They took a vow and it also involved a curse on themselves if
they broke their promise. They promised to follow the
Teachings of God, which He gave through Moses, the servant of
God. These people also promised to keep and to obey all the
commands, the rules, and the laws of the LORD, our LORD:
We take a vow not to allow our daughters to marry foreigners. And,
we take a vow not to permit our sons to marry their daughters.
The foreigners might bring some merchandise or grain to sell
on the Sabbath day. Nevertheless, we will not buy anything
from them on the Sabbath day or any holy day. And, we will not
plant our crops every 7th year. And, during that year, we will
forgive the interest of all those people who owe us.
We will be responsible for obeying the commands. We will pay for
the service of the Temple of our God. We will give 2/5ths of an
ounce of silver each year. That is to pay for the bread that is
set out on the table. It will pay for the continual grain-offerings
and the continual burnt-offerings. This money is for the
offerings on the Sabbaths, the New Moon festivals and the set
feasts. It is for the holy offerings and the sin-offerings to
remove the sins of the Israelites, so that they will be
reconciled to God. It is also for all the work of the Temple of
our God.
We—the priests, the Levites, and the people—picked lots to decide
when each family must bring contributions of wood to the
Temple. This was to be done at certain times each year for
burning on the altar of the LORD, our God, as it is written in the
Teachings.
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We will also bring the first-fruits from our crops. And, each year, we
will bring the first-fruits of every tree to the Temple of the LORD.
And, we will bring our firstborn sons and our firstborn cattle to the
Temple of our God. And, we will bring the firstborn of our herds
and the firstborn of our flocks. We will do this as it is written in
the Teachings. We will bring them to the priests who are
serving in the Temple of our God.
And, we will bring things to the priests at the storerooms of the
Temple of our God. We will bring the very best of our flour, our
contributions, the fruit from all our trees, and our new wine,
and our fresh olive oil. And, we will bring 10 percent of our
crops to the Levites. The Levites will collect these things in all
the towns where we work. A priest of Aaron’s family must be
present with the Levites when they receive the tenth of the
people’s crops. And, the Levites must bring up 10 percent of
everything they receive to the Temple of our God, to the
storerooms of the treasury. The people of Israel and the
Levites must bring their gifts to the storerooms. These are the
offerings of the grain, the new wine, and the fresh olive oil. The
items of the sanctuary are kept in the storerooms—where the
priests who are serving, the gatekeepers, and the singers live.
We will not ignore the Temple of our God!
MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 10

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be
food in My house, and try Me now.” Malachi 3:10
In this chapter the people promised to bring their tithes to God.
But did you see the gift was to God Himself? While the gifts were
actually to take care of the Temple and pay the priest, the people give
it to God. Lord, I will give my tithes to You because I am responsible to
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You and I am accountable to You. So receive them, use them, and
bless what I give. My gifts represent my heart, so I will give my best.

The people signed a pledge of what they promised to do for
God. First we must know our responsibility to God with our minds,
second we must love God with all the emotions of our heart. But we
don’t have the power to obey God, until we make a choice with our
wills to obey God. Lord, I will separate myself from sin, I give myself

to You. I give You myself and my worldly possessions. I pledge my
will to put You first in all I do.
Nehemiah the governor was the first to sign the pledge (10:1).
Leaders always lead, so if you’re the leader of a group, you have to be
an example to followers. Lord, I will go first so followers will follow.

Give me wisdom to know when to lead, a strong will to make good
decisions, and courage to follow through.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE PEOPLE OF JERUSALEM
Nehemiah 11
Now the leaders of the people lived inside Jerusalem. But the rest of
the people picked lots to bring 1 man out of every 10 men to live
inside Jerusalem, the holy city. The other 9 men could stay in
other towns. The people blessed all the men who were willing
to live inside Jerusalem.
These are the district leaders who lived inside Jerusalem. Some
people lived on their own land in the towns of Judah, in their
Jewish towns. These included the priests, the Levites, the
Temple servants, and the sons of Solomon’s servants. Others
from the sons of Judah and of the sons of Benjamin lived inside
Jerusalem.
These are the descendants of Judah who moved into Jerusalem:
Athaiah, the son of Uzziah. Uzziah was the son of Zechariah, who
was the son of Amariah. Amariah was the son of Shephatiah,
who was the son of Mahalalel. Mahahalel was one of the
descendants of Perez.
There was also Maaseiah, the son of Baruch. Baruch was the son of
Col-Hozeh, who was the son of Hazaiah. Hazaiah was the son of
Adaiah, who was the son of Joiarib. Joiarib was the son of
Zechariah, who was a descendant of Shelah. All the
descendants of Perez who lived inside Jerusalem numbered
468 soldiers.
These are the descendants of Benjamin who moved into Jerusalem.
There was Sallu, the son of Meshullam. Meshullam was the son
of Joed, who was the son of Pedaiah. Pedaiah was the son of
Kolaiah, who was the son of Maaseiah. Maaseiah was the son
of Ithiel, who was the son of Jeshaiah. After him were Gabbai
and Sallai. The total was 928 men. Joel, the son of Zichri,
supervised them. And Judah, the son of Hassenuah, was
second in command over the new district of the city.
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These are the priests who moved into Jerusalem: there was Jedaiah
the son of Joiarib, Jachin, and Seraiah the son of Hilkiah.
Hilkiah was the son of Meshullam, who was the son of Zadok.
Zadok was the son of Meraioth, who was the son of Ahitub.
Seraiah was the most important leader in the Temple of God.
And their Levites brothers were carrying on the work of the
Temple—822 men. Also, there was Adaiah, the son of Jeroham.
Jeroham was the son of Pelaliah, who was the son of Amzi. Amzi
was the son of Zechariah, who was the son of Pashhur. Pashhur
was the son of Malchijah. Then, there were Adaiah’s Levite
brothers, the family heads—242 men. Also, there was
Amashsai, the son of Azarel. Azarel was the son of Ahzai, who
was the son of Meshillemoth. Meshillemoth was the son of
Immer. Then, there were Amashsai’s Levites brothers—128
soldiers. Zabdiel, the son of Haggedolim, supervised them.
These are the Levites who moved into Jerusalem: there was
Shemaiah, the son of Hasshub. Hasshub was the son of
Azrikam, who was the son of Hashabiah. Hashabiah was the
son of Bunni. And, there were Shabbethai and Jozabad. They
came from the leaders of the Levites. They were in charge of
the maintenance work outside the Temple of God. And, there
was Mattaniah, the son of Mica. Mica was the son of Zabdi, who
was the son of Asaph. Mattaniah was the director. He led the
people in giving thanks to God with prayers. And, there was
Bakbukiah, who was second in command over his Levites
brothers. And, there was Abda, the son of Shammua. Shammua
was the son of Galal, who was the son of Jeduthun. The total
number of Levites who lived inside the holy city of Jerusalem
was 284.
These are the gatekeepers who moved into Jerusalem: there were
Akkub, Talmon, and their Levite brothers—172 men. They
guarded the city gates.
The rest of the Israelites, the priests, and the Levites lived on their
own land. They were in all the towns of Judah.
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The Temple servants lived on Ophel Hill. Ziha and Gishpa supervised
them.
Uzzi, the son of Bani, supervised the Levites in Jerusalem. Bani was
the son of Hashabiah, who was the son of Mattaniah. Mattaniah
was the son of Mica. Uzzi was one of the descendants of Asaph.
They were the singers. They were responsible for the services
of the Temple of God. The Persian king had given a
commandment concerning them: there was a set provision for
the singers as required each day.
Pethahiah, the son of Meshezabel, was the king’s spokesman.
Pethahiah was a descendant of Zerah, the son of Judah.
THOSE JEWS WHO LIVED IN SURROUNDING TOWNS
Some of the Jews lived in villages next to their fields. Some of them
lived in Kiriath-Arba and its vicinity. Some lived in Dibon and
its vicinity. Some lived in Jekabzeel and its vicinity. Others
lived in Jeshua, Moladah, Beth-Pelet, Hazar-Shual, Beer-Sheba
and its vicinity. Others lived in Ziklag and Meconah and its
vicinity. Some Jews lived in En-Rimmon, Zorah, Jarmuth,
Zanoah, Adullam, and their vicinities. Some of them were in
Lachish and its nearby fields. Some people lived in Azekah and
its vicinity. So, the Jews settled from Beer-Sheba all the way to
the Valley of Hinnom.
And, the descendants of Benjamin from Geba lived in Michmash, Aija,
Bethel, and their vicinities. They lived in Anathoth, Nob,
Ananiah, Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, Hadid, Zeboyim, Neballat, Lod,
Ono, and in the Valley of the Craftsmen.
Some groups of the Levites from Judah settled in the territory which
belonged to the tribe of Benjamin.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 11
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“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem, may all who love the city
prosper.” Psalm 122:6
Nehemiah had finished rebuilding the walls. Now he wants
people to move into the city and live there. Jerusalem afforded very
few advantages; it was a huge, empty city with very few living there. It
needed business to sustain the population, and an operative Temple
where people could worship. So Nehemiah develops a plan to
populate the city. Lord, You still love Jerusalem, so I pray for the

peace of Jerusalem (Psa. 122:6). It is the city where Your name dwelt
and the place where Your presence came in the Shekinah cloud. It is
the place where Jesus visited and was crucified. It is the place where
Jesus will return. Lord, I love Jerusalem.

Nehemiah cast lots so that every tenth person moved into the
city. It was necessary that the city become strong so that God’s
people could become strong against all other threatening nations.

Lord, thank You for a plan.

At the core of returning, priests and Levites, was Mattaniah, a
son of Asaph, the original worship leader when David became king.
“The custom of having choir directors to lead the choirs in hymns of
praise and thanks to God began long ago in the days of David and
Asaph” (12:46, LB). Lord, worship and thanksgiving will have a place at

the center of my life. I worship You today for Your greatness, I praise
You for Your goodness.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE PRIESTS AND THE LEVITES
Nehemiah 12
These are the priests and the Levites who returned with Zerubbabel,
the son of Shealtiel and with Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah (not the
famous prophet), Ezra (not the scribe), Amariah, Malluch,
Hattush, Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah,
Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah, Sallu,
Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah. These men were the leaders of the
priests and their relatives. This happened in the time of
Jeshua.
The Levites were: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and
Mattaniah. He and his relatives were in charge of the
thanksgiving song. Bakbukiah and Unni, their relatives, were
across from them during the services.
Jeshua fathered Joiakim. And Joiakim fathered Eliashib. Eliashib
fathered Joiada. Joiada fathered Jonathan. And Jonathan
fathered Jaddua.
In the time of Joiakim, the leaders of the families of the priests were:
Meraiah was over Seraiah’s family. Hananiah was over
Jeremiah’s family. Meshullam was over Ezra’s family.
Jehohanan was over Amariah’s family. Jonathan was over
Malluchi’s family. Joseph was over Shebaniah’s family. Adna
was over Harim’s family. Helkai was over Meraioth’s family.
Zechariah was over Iddo’s family. Meshullam was over
Ginnethon’s family. Zichri was over Abijah’s family. Piltai was
over Miniamin’s and Moadiah’s families. Shammua was over
Bilgah’s family. Jehonathan was over Shemaiah’s family.
Mattenai was over Joiarib’s family. Uzzi was over Jedaiah’s
family. Kallai was over Sallai’s family. Eber was over Amok’s
family. Hashabiah was over Hilkiah’s family. Nethanel was
over Jedaiah’s family.
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The leaders of the families of the Levites and the priests were written
down. This happened in the time of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan,
and Jaddua, when Darius the Persian was king. The family
leaders among the Levites were written down in the history
book. These names were recorded only up to the time of
Johanan, the son of Eliashib. The leaders of the Levites were:
Hashabiah, Sherebiah, Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, and their
relatives who were across from them. They offered praises
and thanksgivings to God. One group answered the other
group at each service. That is what David, the man of God, had
commanded.
These men were the gatekeepers who guarded the storerooms which
were next to the gates: Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah,
Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub. They served during the time of
Joiakim, the son of Jeshua. Jeshua was the son of Jozadak.
They also served during the time of Nehemiah the governor
and Ezra the scholarly priest.
THE DEDICATION OF THE WALL OF JERUSALEM
The wall of Jerusalem was dedicated to God (2 Macc. 1:18 states that it
occurred on the 25th day of Kislev, only 3 months after the wall
was completed.) The Jews found all the Levites wherever they
lived and brought them to Jerusalem to celebrate the
dedication of the wall with gladness, with songs of
thanksgiving, and with the music of cymbals, harps, and lyres.
They also gathered the singers. They got them from the whole
area that surrounded Jerusalem and from the Netophathite
villages. They came from Beth-Gilgal and the Geba and
Azmaveth areas. The singers had built villages for themselves
all around Jerusalem. So, the priests and Levites made
themselves “pure.” They also purified the people, the gates,
and the wall of Jerusalem.
Then I brought up the leaders of Judah to the top of the wall. (In 1967,
Dr. Kathleen Kenyon, a noted archaeologist, stated,
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“Nehemiah’s wall was nine feet wide.”) And, I chose two large
choirs to praise God. One procession went to the right, on top
of the wall, toward Trash Gate. Behind them went Hoshaiah and
half the leaders of Judah. Then came Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam,
Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, and Jeremiah. And, some priests
who had trumpets came too, along with Zechariah, the son of
Jonathan. Jonathan was the son of Shemaiah, who was the son
of Mattaniah. Mattaniah was the son of Micaiah, who was the
son of Zaccur. Zaccur was the son of Asaph. And Zechariah’s
relatives came too. They were Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai,
Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani. These men played
the musical instruments of David, the man of God. Ezra the
scribe was ahead of them. They went from Fountain Gate
straight up the steps to the older part of the city. They
continued to the slope of the wall. They went above David’s
house to Water gate on the east.
The other praise choir went to the left, in the opposite direction. I,
Nehemiah, followed them on top of the wall. Half of the people
were with me. We went from the Tower of the Ovens to Broad
Wall. We went over Ephraim Gate to Old Gate and to Fish Gate.
We went to the Tower of Hananel and the Tower of the Hundred.
We went all the way to Sheep Gate. Then we stopped at Prison
Gate.
The two praise choirs took their places at the Temple of God. Half of
the leaders stood there with me. These priests were there with
their trumpets: Eliakim, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah,
Hananiah, Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan,
Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. And the singers stood out with
Jezrahiah, their choir director. That day, the people offered
many sacrifices. They were so happy, because God caused
them to rejoice. The women and the children were very happy,
too. The sound of joy in Jerusalem could be heard from a long
way off.
At that time, the leader appointed some men to be in charge of the
storerooms. These rooms were for the gifts, the first-fruits and
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one-tenth of what the people had gained. The Teachings said
they should bring a share for the priests and the Levites. These
were to come from the fields around the towns. The people of
Judah were happy to do this for the priests and the Levites who
ministered. They conducted the services of their God. They
had the duty of purifying things. The singers and gatekeepers
did their jobs too, just as David and his son Solomon had
commanded. Earlier, in the days of David and Asaph, there had
been directors of the singers. And, there had been songs of
praise and thanksgiving to God. In the time of Zerubbabel and
in the time of Nehemiah, it was the same way. All the people of
Israel shared something with the singers and the gatekeepers.
They also set aside something for the Levites. And, the Levites
set aside something for the descendants of Aaron.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 12
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“And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your
bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a
living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is
truly the way to worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs
of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by
changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will
for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” Romans 12:12,
NLT
The names of people were written down for several reasons.
Future generations were able to use genealogies to prove their
“Jewishness.” Also, priests could establish their “right” to the office.
Finally, all Jews studied the records to find out about their Messiah.

Lord, You keep records of me in heaven. I will live a righteous life so
my record will not be blemished.

The people gathered on top of the walls for a dedication
service. They divided into two groups, and proceeded in opposite
directions around the city, finally meeting in the Temple. Since God
loves symbols, they symbolically walked all the way around the city
to show the walls were finished that completely surrounded the city.
In this way, they dedicated every portion of the work done by every
person who helped rebuild the walls. Lord, because You prize every

person who does any service for You, I too will appreciate every
believer who serves You. Give me an appreciation for jobs that are
well done, and for jobs that are completely finished.

Notice Ezra walked with one procession (12:36) and Nehemiah
with the other procession (12:38). They walked on top of their
completed project, giving thanks as they walked. Lord, I will give You

thanks as I walk daily for You.

“The wives and the children rejoiced” (12:43). Since the entire
family had been involved in repopulating the city and rebuilding the
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walls, it was only proper that the entire family rejoiced. Lord, I will

join Your entire family of believers in rejoicing and worshipping You.

At that time they prepared chambers in the Temple to store
(storehouses) offerings (peace offerings), first fruits, and tithes. The
people willingly and thankfully gave for the support of Temple
worship. Lord, I will give a tithe of the first fruits of my income to You.

I will worship You with the offer first of my body and life to You. Then I
will offer all my material goods to You. Use the one tenth I give to
Your service, show me how to spend and use the nine-tenths I need to
support myself.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
NEHEMIAH ENFORCES THE LAW
Nehemiah 13
At that time, they read aloud the Book of Moses to the people. They
found the place where it was written: “No Ammonite or Moabite
must ever be permitted among God’s people” (Deuteronomy
23:3-6). Why? Because the Ammonites and the Moabites had
not welcomed the Israelites with food and water. Instead, they
opposed the Hebrews. They hired Balaam to put a curse on
Israel. Nevertheless, our God turned the curse into a blessing.
The people obeyed the Law. They separated out from Israel all
the foreigners.
Before that happened, Eliashib the high priest had supervised the
storerooms of the Temple of our God. He was too friendly with
Tobiah. Eliashib had permitted Tobiah to use one of the large
storerooms in his own way. That large room had been used for
the grain-offerings, the incense, and the other things for God’s
Temple. It had also been used for the 10-percent offerings of
grain, the new wine, and the fresh olive oil, which belonged to
the Levites, the singers, and the gatekeepers. It had also been
used for gifts for the priests.
I, Nehemiah, was not present in Jerusalem when this occurred. I had
already gone back to Artaxerxes, the Persian king of Babylon.
(Nehemiah probably returned to Babylon in 433 B.C. and
returned to Jerusalem in 432 B.C.) I went back in the 32nd year
that Artaxerxes was king. Eventually, I asked the king to allow
me to return to Jerusalem. I came back to Jerusalem. Then I
found out about the evil thing that Eliashib had done. He had
permitted Tobiah to have a room near the courtyards of the
Temple of God. I was very upset about this, so, I threw out all of
Tobiah’s stuff from that room. I ordered the rooms to be
purified. And, I restored the objects of God’s Temple, along with
the grain-offerings, and the incense.

Later, I discovered that the people were not sharing with the Levites.
So, the Levites and the singers who ministered had abandoned
the Temple service to go raise crops in their own fields.
Therefore, I argued with the officers. I said, “Why have you
neglected the Temple of God?” Then I assembled the Levites
and the singers and I restored them to their proper places.
Then all the people of Judah brought the tithe of what they had gained
in the grain, the new wine, and the fresh olive oil. And they
brought it to the storerooms. I appointed trustees over the
storerooms—Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the teacher, and
Pedaiah, a Levite. I told Hanan, the son of Zaccur, to help them.
Zaccur was the son of Mattaniah. Everyone believed that they
were honest. They distributed the shares fairly to their Levites
brothers.
O my God, remember me for doing this. Don’t forget my devotion on
behalf of the Temple of my God and for its upkeep.
In those days, I saw some people in Judah walking on the grapes
(these were large vats for pressing the grapes to make the
grape juice which they would later make into wine) on the
Sabbath day. Other people were bringing in grain and loading
it onto donkeys on the Sabbath day. And, more workers were
bringing loads of wine, grapes, figs, and other products into
Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. I warned them that they must
not sell their food products on that day.
Men from the city of Tyre were staying in Jerusalem. They had
brought in fish and all kinds of merchandise. And, they were
selling them in Jerusalem on the Sabbath day to Jewish people.
So, I argued with the important men of Judah, saying, ‘What is
this evil thing that you are doing? You are polluting the
Sabbath day. Isn’t this exactly what your forefathers did? And,
didn’t our God cause such terrible things to happen to us and
this city because of Sabbath-breaking? Now, you are about to
bring even more punishment upon us by polluting the Sabbath
day.’

That is why I commanded that the gates of Jerusalem be shut just
before sunset before the Sabbath day began. And, I ordered
that the gates would not be opened until after the Sabbath day.
I put my own servants at these gates, so that no load could
enter Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. Once or twice, traders
and sellers of all kinds of merchandise spent the night outside
Jerusalem. But I warned them, saying, ‘Why are you spending
the night outside the wall? If you do it again, I will force my
hand against you.’ From that time on, they didn’t come back on
the Sabbath day. Then I commanded the Levites to purify
themselves. I told them to go and guard the city gates, to keep
the Sabbath day holy.
Again, O my God, remember me for doing this. Have mercy on me
because of Your great love.
Again, those days, I observed some Jewish men who were living with
women from Ashdod, from Ammon, and from Moab. Half of their
children were speaking the language of Ashdod (the Philistine
language). They chose not to speak the Hebrew language.
Instead, they were speaking several other foreign languages. I
argued with those people. I condemned them. I hit some of
them and plucked out their hair. I forced them to swear to God.
I said, “Do not permit your daughters to marry those nonJewish boys. Do not take the daughters of non-Jews as wives
for your sons or for yourselves. Didn’t such non-Jewish women
cause Solomon, the king of Israel, to sin? Yes. There was never
such a king as him in all the nations. God loved Solomon. And,
God set him up as king over all Israel, but women from foreign
lands caused even Solomon to sin. And now, should we be
listening to you—to heed you—as you are doing this evil
thing? You are betraying our God when you live with foreign
women.”
Joiada was the son of Eliashib, the high priest. One of Joiada’s sons
married a daughter of Sanballat the Horonite. So, I wouldn’t
have anything to do with that son of Joiada.

O my God, remember them. They defiled the priesthood and the
covenant of the priesthood and the Levites.
So, I purified them of everything that was non-Jewish. I defined the
duties for the priests and the Levites. Each man had his own
job. And, I made sure that the proper amount of wood was
brought in for the altar at the right times, and that the firstfruits were collected.
O my God, remember the good things that I have done.

MY TIME TO PRAY
Nehemiah 13

“Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can
righteousness be a partner with wickedness? How can light live with
darkness? What harmony can there be between Christ and the
devil? How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? And what
union can there be between God’s temple and idols? For we are the
temple of the living God.” 2 Corinthians 6:14-16, NLT.
While Nehemiah returned to Susa to see Artaxerxes, Eliashib a
priest allowed Tobiah to move into one of the chamber rooms at the
Temple. When Nehemiah returned, he was upset and threw all of
Tobiah’s belongings out of the room. Tobiah was one of those who
tried to hinder the rebuilding of the wall. Someone had actually taken
worship vessels out of the Temple to make room for Tobiah. Since
Nehemiah would not tolerate anyone who hindered rebuilding the
wall, he wouldn’t let Tobiah live in the Temple. This shows how subtle
some are who hinder God’s work, yet they try to take advantage of the
benefits of God’s work. Lord, I will separate myself from people in my

life who are like Tobiah. I will separate myself to You.

Some who had been faithful in supporting the work of the priest
had stopped giving money to support God’s house, so the Levites went
“everyone to his field” (13:10). They had to do farm work for a living.
Nehemiah rebuked the leaders for allowing the people to stop
supporting the Temple. Lord, I will support Your work, and I will do

Your work.

The people had forsaken Sabbath observance. So Nehemiah
instituted a three-step policy. First, he commanded the gates to the
city to be shut on the Sabbath so people couldn’t enter to sell on the
Sabbath. Second, he put members of his staff at the gates to
immediately guard it. Third, he got the Levites to come guard the
gates on a long-term basis. There is a three-fold principle of
separating ourselves from compromise and sin. First, we must make a

decision to shut the door of our heart to compromise and evil.
Second, we must use our habits and discipline to keep ourselves from
sin. Third, we must bring the priest to keep our heart’s door. This
stands for Jesus who will keep our hearts true in all things. Lord, I

want to be pure, and I want to keep separate from evil. I have chosen
to be pure. Come strengthen my habits of discipline to keep myself
pure; then, You, Lord, come stand in the door of my heart to keep me
from evil.
Throughout the book, Nehemiah inserts the prayer of his heart
as he writes. These must have been prayers he offered to God as he
did his work for God. Then these prayers came to his mind as he
wrote, so he inserted them in the scriptural record. Lord, I will pray as

I do Your work, just as Nehemiah prayed. I will pray as I write. Keep
me close to You so I can pray at all times. “Pray without ceasing” (1
Thess. 5:17).
Amen.

PRAYERS FROM ESTHER

INTRODUCTION
TO ESTHER
Old Ezra decided to write a different kind of letter of
encouragement to Jews everywhere. It would be completely unlike
the book that would eventually be called by his name—Ezra. That
first book told of Jehovah’s role in leading a few Jews back to the
Promised Land to rebuild the Temple and restore sacrifices for sin.
That first book told about the feeble remnant with a heart for God who
braved hardship to restore the name of Jehovah in Jerusalem.
This book of Ezra would remind God’s people to trust Jehovah,
even when they were dispersed over the Persian Empire.
This second book of Ezra would be directed toward the mass of
Jewish people—including their princes—who preferred their easy
life in the Persian Empire. They had jobs, homes, prosperity and
friends.
Ezra knew this second book would be harder to compose. In
the first book he told the historical story of “wagons westward,” of
enemies, dangers, and hard days of construction work. This first
book had the thrilling adventure of God’s presence on his pioneers.
Comfortable Jews all over the Persian Empire would read the
first book and vicariously enjoy knowing what God did for the
pioneers. But what about those settled Jews who hadn’t stepped out
in faith to follow God? Was Jehovah with them? Were they secondrate Jews because they hadn’t rushed toward the danger in the
Promised Land?
Ezra decided to write a second book for those who stayed in
Persia. But there was a problem about this second book. It would be
a biography of the queen of Persia. To get this book past the selfappointed “census,” Ezra needed to be careful what he wrote. If he
wrote too much about the Jewish prayer life of Queen Esther—a
Jew—politicians would reject the book and condemn its reading.
They might make plans to confiscate the book or “burn” the book.
Even though Haman is executed in this second book of Ezra, there are
Jew-hating Hamans in every generation.
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Ezra decided to write a book about God’s secret watchcare of
His people, but he would never mention the name God. He would
write about the Jews’ love for Jehovah, but never mention the name
Jehovah. Because many Persians didn’t support the Jewish return to
their land, he would not mention the name Palestine, or Jerusalem, or
the Temple, or even use the phrase “the holy land.”
Yet Jews everywhere would read the book in Hebrew and get
God’s meaning. Ezra decided to hide God’s name in the Hebrew
language. In Esther 1:20 he would include the name LORD (Yahweh).
In the Hebrew text these letters are raised (Majusclar) so they stand
out prominently.
In Esther 5:4 and 5:13) Ezra hid the name Yahweh (LORD) the
same way. In Esther 7:5 Ezra hid the name I AM I AM. The Jewish
reader would see God’s name but Gentile readers would not.
Then Ezra showed how God’s providential care was seen when
an orphan—the most helpless of humans—was raised to the throne.
Then Ezra laughed, not only did God’s providential care raise up an
orphan—it was a little girl orphan—girls had less potential than
boys—and in God’s care, this woman becomes God’s deliverer.
The more Ezra thought about Esther, the more Ezra realized how
God prepared the story—not he. Ezra was simply putting to ink the
things God had done. Even Esther’s name supported the theme of the
book. Her Persian name Esther meant “Star.” In the daylight a star
can’t be seen. But in the black of night when surrounded by danger,
and the way is lost, the stars come out to guide those in trouble. The
stars give light in blackness, the stars guide, the stars encourage.
That’s what Esther would do for Jews everywhere.
Then there was her Jewish name, Hadassah, which means
“myrtle.” The Jews knew the myrtle bush grew low in a hostile forest,
and it grew out of sight where casual eyes didn’t notice its beauty.
The myrtle tree grew under the protective arbor of trees and large
bushes. The beauty of the myrtle is not appreciated until its bloom is
picked and brought out into the light. That’s Esther!
Ezra thought about a name for his second book. The phrase,
“For such a time as this,” seemed appropriate. The second book
would tell of God’s “split-second” timing that saved the entire Jewish

Page 2 of 3

race. This story would encourage Jews everywhere to trust their God
in eternity who could come to them in the “nick of time.”
So Ezra penned his book for all Jews who hadn’t returned to
Palestine to let them know that God was not just located in the Holy of
Holies of the Temple. God—like an unseen star—was there to guide
them in their darkest danger. God—like the myrtle—grew his people
out of sight so their beauty would be evident.
The Book of Esther tells Jews everywhere to be Jewish to
themselves, and to be Jewish to God. But there is a flip side to this
message. Don’t be too Jewish out among the goee , the heathen
Gentiles—for God had a different plan for His Jewish people than for
the Gentiles.
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SCRIPTURE
QUEEN VASHTI DEFIES THE KING’S COMMAND
Esther 1
This is what occurred during the time of Xerxes. (Ahasuerus, the son
of Darius. He reigned from 486 to 465 B.C.) He was the king
who0020ruled 127 provinces, from India to Ethiopia.
In those days, King Xerxes governed his kingdom from his palace
which was in Susa.
In the 3rd year of his rule, (483 B.C.) he gave a big banquet. It was for
all his nobles and his officers. The military leaders from the
countries of Persia and Media were there with Xerxes. And, the
officials from the whole Persian empire of Xerxes were there
with him, too.
The banquet lasted for a long time for 180 days. King Xerxes was
showing off the great wealth of his kingdom, his own glory and
greatness.
When the 180 days were over, the king gave another banquet for 7
days in the courtyard of the royal palace garden. It was for
everybody in the palace at Susa, from the most important ones
to the least important ones. The garden courtyard had fine,
white linen curtains and violet drapes. These were tied to
silver rings on marble pillars by white and purple ropes. And
there were gold and silver couches upon which the guests
reclined. These were sitting on a pavement set with tiles of
white marble, shells, and jewels.
Wine was being served in gold cups of various kinds. And, there was
plenty of the royal wine, because he was very generous.
The king commanded that each guest be permitted to drink as much
as he wished. If they didn’t want to drink, they didn’t have to. He
had told the wine-servers to serve each man whatever he
wanted.
Queen Vashti(Herodotus)also gave a banquet. It was for the women
in the royal palace of King Xerxes.
On the 7th day of the king’s banquet, King Xerxes was in very good
spirits; he had been drinking a lot of wine. He spake to the
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seven eunuchs who served him in his presence. They were
Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carkas.
He commanded them to bring Queen Vashti into his presence,
wearing her royal crown. She was to come to show off her
beauty to the people and the nobles. She was very beautiful.
Now, the eunuchs told Queen Vashti about the king’s command to
them, but she refused to come to the king. Then the king
became furious. His anger was seething within him.
The king usually asked for advice from his experts about law and
order. So, King Xerxes spoke with the wise men. They would
know the proper thing to do in response to Vashti’s
disobedience.
The king’s advisers were: Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish,
Meres, Marsena, and Memucan. They were the seven most
important men of Persia and Media. They had special
privileges to see the king. They had the highest rank in the
kingdom.
The king asked those men, “What does Persian law say must be done
to Queen Vashti? She has not obeyed the command of King
Xerxes which the eunuchs delivered to her.”
Then Memucan answered in the presence of the king and the nobles,
“Queen Vashti has not only done wrong to the king, but she has
also done wrong to all the nobles and against all the ethnic
groups in all the provinces of King Xerxes.
“Why? Because all the women will hear the spreading rumor about
what the queen did. Then they will no longer respect their
husbands. They will be saying, ‘King Xerxes commanded Queen
Vashti to be brought to him, but she refused to come.’ (Vashti
was the chief wife; all the many other women in the king’s
harem were secondary wives, perhaps 300 to 400 of them.)
Today, the wives of the nobles of Persia and Media have
already heard about what the queen did. They will talk the
same way to their husbands. And, there certainly will be
disrespect and trouble.
“So, O king, if it pleases you, send out a royal decree. Let it be written
in the laws of Persia and Media, which cannot be changed. That
says Vashti must never again enter the presence of King
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Xerxes. And, let the king give away her place as queen to
someone else who is better than she.
“Also, let the king’s decree be announced everywhere throughout his
vast kingdom. Then all the women will respect their
husbands—from the greatest to the least important.”
The king and his nobles were happy because of this advice. So, King
Xerxes did just as Memucan suggested.
Xerxes sent out official documents to all the provinces of the king,
province by province. A letter was sent to each area, written in
its own form of writing, to each group of people, written in their
own language. These letters announced that each man was to
be the ruler of his own household. And, each family was to
speak the language of his people.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Esther 1

“The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, Like the rivers of
water; He turns it wherever He wishes.” Proverbs 21:1
The book of Esther is a wonderful declaration of the providence
of God. God works behind the screens to accomplish His will. God
works within the heart of people, so that when they are doing exactly
what they choose to do, unknowingly; they do the will of God. Xerxes,
the most powerful man on Earth at that time, was setting the stage to
save his people—the Jews—from a holocaust. Even before Hamon
decided to exterminate the Jews, God set a plan in motion to save the
Jews. Doesn’t that tell you God is not surprised by your problems, and
God is never caught off guard? Lord, I submit to your providential

care of my life. Teach me to trust Your unseen hand when I can’t see
it, and teach me to trust Your guidance when I can’t hear Your voice.

Some people think Esther shouldn’t be in the canon because
the name of God is not included. Also, nothing is said about
Jerusalem, the Temple, sacrifice for sin, or the covenant relationship
between God and His people. But all of that is by design. The key
thought is providence, “When living in a heathen culture, look for the
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providence of God.” Lord, when I read Esther, I see Your hand and I

feel Your presence. Thank You for a book that shows Your presence
with Your people outside the Promised Land, as well as these
Scriptures that show your presence with Your people in the Promised
Land (i.e., Joshua).

Even though the name of God is not found in Esther, the writers
hid God’s name in the text. God had promised in Deuteronomy 31:1618 that He would hide His face from Israel. Here God’s threat is
fulfilled. His name is hidden, but the faithful could find it by
searching. Lord, even when I’m at a place where I can’t say Your

name—like persecuted Jews in Persia—I see Your presence
underneath the surface of things. You are everywhere, help me feel
Your presence when I need it.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
ESTHER IS MADE QUEEN
Esther 2
When King Xerxes had calmed down, he thought about Vashti, what
she had done, and his decree against her. Then the king’s
personal servants had a suggestion. They said, “Let there be a
search for beautiful, young virgins for the king.
“Let the king choose supervisors in all the provinces of his kingdom.
And, let them bring every beautiful, young virgin to the palace
at Susa. (These girls had no choice in the matter; they would be
slaves for the rest of their lives.) These women should be
taken to the women’s quarters (the harem) and put under the
care of Hegai. He is the king’s eunuch in charge of the women.
And, let beauty treatments be given to them.
“Then let the girl who pleases the king the most become queen
instead of Vashti.” The king liked this suggestion. So, he
ordered it.
Now there was a Jewish man in the palace of Susa, whose name was
Mordecai, the son of Jair. Jair was the son of Shimei. And
Shimei was the son of Kish. Mordecai was from the tribe of
Benjamin.
Kish had been captured from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, the king
of Babylon. (This was more than 100 years before.) Kish was
part of the group exiled with Jehoiachin, the king of Judah.
Mordecai had a younger cousin named Hadassah. She had no living
father or mother. So, Mordecai raised her. Hadassah was also
named Esther (which means “a star”). The girl was beautiful
and Mordecai had adopted her as his own daughter, after her
mother and father died. (30 years before the wall around
Jerusalem was finished by Nehemiah as approved by
Artaxerxes I [means “Son of Xerxes”] 465-424 B.C., who
succeeded Xerxes as king. Perhaps, Artaxerxes was the son of
Esther, explaining why he had a Jewish cup bearer, and why he
supported the walls of Jerusalem being rebuilt.)
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So, the king’s command and decree had been announced, and many
girls had been brought to the palace at Susa. They had been
put under the care of Hegai. When this occurred, Esther was
also taken to the king’s palace and put into the care of Hegai,
who was in charge of the women.
Hegai really liked this girl, Esther. So, Hegai quickly began giving
Esther her beauty treatments and her special food. He gave
her 7 servant girls, chosen from the king’s palace. Then Hegai
moved Esther and her servant girls to the best part of the
women’s quarters.
Esther did not tell anyone about her people or her Jewish
background. Mordecai had told her not to reveal that
information. Each and every day, Mordecai walked back and
forth near the courtyard, near where the women lived. He
wanted to find out how Esther was doing and what was
happening to her.
Before any girl could take her turn to go in to be with King Xerxes, she
had to complete 12 months of beauty treatments. These things
were required of the women. Each girl was cleansed with oil
and myrrh for 6 months. Then she spent 6 months using
perfumes and cosmetics. After that, she was prepared to go to
the king. She could have anything she wanted to take with her
from the women’s quarters to the king’s palace.
In the evening, she would go into the king’s palace, and in the
morning, she would return to another part of the women’s
quarters. There she would be placed under the care of a man
named Shaash-Gaz. Shaash-Gaz was the king’s eunuch in
charge of the concubines. The girl would not go back to the
king again, unless he was very pleased with her. Then the king
would call her by name to come back to him.
Esther, the daughter of Abihail, Mordecai’s uncle, had been adopted
by Mordecai. The time came for Esther to go to the king. She
requested only what Hegai suggested that she should take.
(Hegai was the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the
women.) Everyone who saw Esther liked her.

Page 2 of 5

So, Esther was taken to King Xerxes in his royal palace. This occurred
in the 10th month, the month of Tebeth. It was in Xerxes’ 7th
year as king. (479 B.C.)
Now the king was more pleased with Esther than with any of the other
women. He liked her more than any of the other virgins. So,
King Xerxes put the royal crown upon Esther’s head, making her
queen in place of Vashti. Then the king gave a great banquet
for Esther. He invited all his nobles and his officers. He
proclaimed a holiday throughout the Persian provinces. He
gave gifts to everyone.
Now Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate. This was when the
virgins were gathered the second time.
And Esther had still not revealed her ethnic background or who her
people were. That is what Mordecai had instructed her to do.
She always obeyed Mordecai, just as she had done when he
was raising her.
MORDECAI UNCOVERS A PLOT TO KILL THE KING
About that time, Bigthana and Teresh were two of the king’s eunuchs
who guarded the door-way. While Mordecai was sitting at the
king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh became angry at the king.
And, they began to make secret plans to assassinate King
Xerxes. (In 465 B.C., Xerxes I was eventually murdered by
Artabanus [his captain of the guard] and Aspamitras [a
chamberlain and eunuch].) But Mordecai found out about this
plot, and he told Queen Esther. Then she informed the king.
She also told him that Mordecai was the one who had found out
about the plot. When the report was investigated, it was found
to be true. The two eunuchs were hanged on a tree. And, all of
this was written down in the daily record of the court in the
king’s presence.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Esther 2
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“And Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his
uncle’s daughter, for she had neither father nor mother. The young
woman was lovely and beautiful. When her father and mother died,
Mordecai took her as his own daughter.” Esther 2:7
God has a special concern for orphans, and in this case; Esther
the orphan became the Queen of the most powerful Empire in the
world. This means an orphan girl who was among the most
disenfranchised persons in the kingdom, can become the highest
woman in the kingdom. Doesn’t God enjoy taking weak people and
making them powerful people? The Lord takes care of orphans.
“When my father and my mother forsake me, Then the LORD will take
care of me” (Ps. 27:10). Lord, thank You for Your care of orphans, both

past, present, and future. Teach me Your concern for people.

Mordecai took care of Esther when her parents died. Then he
adopted her to make Esther his legal daughter. My wife Ruth
supervised the adoption agency for Thomas Road Baptist Church’s
The God Parent Home for single pregnant girls. Ruth had the privilege
of placing a baby in the arms of adoptive parents 242 times. Lord,

thank You for that special group of people who either care for, or
adopt an orphan. Thank You for adopting me into your family by Jesus
Christ (Rom. 8:15).

We read that Mordecai walked back and forth in front of the
palace each day, wanting to hear news about how Esther was doing in
the palace. Isn’t that true about any parent who sends a child away
from home, whether to the military, college, marriage, etc. Lord,

protect me when I am away from my parents, or protect my children
when they are away from me.

Let’s not be deceived about Esther spending the night with
Xerxes, but didn’t have sex with him. She lived in a dictatorship
where all people belonged to the Monarch, he could do what he
pleased, and a man like that probably wanted and demanded sex. It
was probably not Esther’s choice to enter the “Miss Persia” contest.
Once there, she was purified for 12 months to make sure she was
clean of disease. She was called a virgin, so the 12 months was not to
make sure she was not with child. Since Esther had no choice, it
suggests God works his great providential will through the decisions
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of mankind. While God doesn’t stop every sin from happening, He has
allowed sin to run its course. That way He eventually works His will.

Lord, work Your will in the circumstances around me. I live in a sinful
world and I see sinful people violating your commandments all the
time. I pray for their salvation, and I pray Your will be done in my life.

Did you see how everything came together to complete God’s

plan. Lord, You made Esther beautiful on the outside and inside. This

was just one step in preparing her to save the world. Lord, you gave
her favor with those over her and then You gave her favor with the
king. I marveled how all things work out together to accomplish Your
will.

It was not just chance or a coincidence that Mordecai
overheard Bigthana and Teresh’s plot to kill Xerxes. This is another
piece in the puzzle that God will use to save His people, the Jews.

Lord, give me a sense of divine governance in my life. When I sense it
may I praise and worship You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
HAMAN’S PLAN TO DESTROY THE JEWS
Esther 3
After these things occurred, King Xerxes promoted Haman, the
descendant of Hammedatha the Agagite. (King Agag had been
wrongfully spared by King Saul in 1 Samuel 15. Saul’s
disobedience to God in this matter caused him ultimately to
lose his kingdom to David.) He gave Haman a new rank that
was higher than all the important men who were with him.
And all the royal officers at the king’s gate would bow down and
worship Haman. The king had commanded that they do this.
But Mordecai would not bow down, and he would not worship
Haman.
Then the royal officers at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why are
you not obeying the command of the king?”
They asked him about this day after day. But Mordecai would not
listen to them. So, they told Haman about it. They wanted to
see if Haman would accept Mordecai’s actions. Mordecai had
told them that he was a Jew.
When Haman learned that Mordecai would not bow down and
worship him, Haman became very angry.
The royal officers told Haman who the people of Mordecai were. Now
Haman thought that he didn’t want to try to kill only Mordecai.
So, Haman looked for a way to destroy all of Mordecai’s
people—the Jews—throughout all of the kingdom of Xerxes.
It was in the 1st month of the 12th year of King Xerxes’ rule (in 474 B.C.,
the 5th year of Queen Esther’s reign). The lot was picked in
Haman’s presence to determine when his plan would be
executed. They were trying to get a so-called “lucky” number
for the “right” day and the “right” month. So, the 12th month, the
month of Adar, was chosen. (Therefore, there would an 11month delay before the decree would be carried out.)
Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain group of people
throughout all the provinces of your kingdom. They are all
scattered among the other ethnic groups. Their customs are
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different from all the other people. And, they do not obey the
king’s laws. It is not good for you to allow them to continue
living in your kingdom.
“If it pleases the king, let a decree be written to destroy those people.
Then I will pay 375 tons of silver to those who do the king’s
business. They will put it into the royal treasuries.”
So, the king took off his signet ring from his hand and gave it to
Haman. Haman, the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, was the
enemy of the Jews.
Then the king said to Haman, “The money and the people are yours.
Do with them as you wish.”
On the 13th day of the 1st month, the royal secretaries were
summoned. They recorded all of Haman’s commands. They
wrote to the king’s governors, to the captains over each
province, and to the leaders of each ethnic group. The orders
were written to each province in its own form of writing. And,
they were written to each ethnic group of people in their own
language. They were written in the name of King Xerxes
himself and sealed with the king’s signet ring. Letters were
sent by messengers to all of the whole Persian Empire. The
documents ordered the destruction of, the killing of, and the
extermination (genocide) of all the Jews. That included young
men and old men, women, and little children, too. The order
said to do it in one day—the 13th day of the 12th month which
was Adar. And, it said to confiscate (or, “take” or “plunder”)
everything that belonged to the Jews. A copy of this decree
was to be given out as a law in every single province. It was to
be announced to all the peoples, so that they would be ready
for that day.
The messengers left. They hurried because of the king’s command.
The order was also given to the palace at Susa. And the king
and Haman sat down to drink. However, the city of Susa was in
a state of confusion. (Many Persian officials of high rank were
sympathetic to the plight of the Jews.)
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Esther 3

“We know that God causes everything to work together for the
good of those who love God.” Romans 8:28, LB.
One man—Saul—disobeyed God’s commandment to
annihilate all the Agagites, and as a result almost all the Jewish
nation was annihilated. Lord, teach me from this chapter the awful

consequences of divine disobedience. Forgive my sins, and may the
consequences of my sin be marginalized. I don’t want my sins to hurt
anyone, not do I want my sins to hurt my on-going life.

God’s people suffer when evil men rule over them. But, Haman
was more than evil, he was anti-God. Somehow his self esteem and
hatred of God and His people got all mixed up. Then poison spewed
out. Lord, I pray first for the salvation of those over me, then I pray

their damage to Your cause may be thwarted. Deliver me from the Evil
One.

There’s a principle that God allows sin to run its course until
the one doing evil experiences the consequences of un-inhibited
evil. Because evil destroys, when a person’s evil goes beyond the
boundary of expectations; then that person suffers the results of his
unbridled evil. Haman continued to feed his selfish ego until it
destroyed him in the end. Lord, help me to learn the consequences of

evil that I see punishing others. Give me eyes to see evil for what it is.
A heart to hate evil. The will to turn from evil, and the common sense
to stay away.

When Haman chose a lucky number to punish the Jews, God
was behind the choice. Some say, “The devil is in the details,” but in
this situation, “God was in the details.” The chosen date to punish the
Jews was almost a year away. That way, God’s people could have a
chance to pray and prepare for the awful day. Also, in that “year” God
was able to work through Esther to save her people. Lord, I will not

gamble for money, knowing “luck” is not a Christian virtue. God, You
move behind the scenes to accomplish Your will, even when unsaved
people don’t know You are working through them.

When you are in authority you must be aware that people
under you sometimes “use” you to accomplish their sinister motives.

Page 3 of 4

To annihilate the Jews did not help Persia, if anything it would have
brought Persia under the judgment of God. Lord, help me realize

when people want to “use” me for their purpose, and the decision is
not good for me, or for Your plan in life.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
MORDECAI ASKS ESTHER TO HELP HER PEOPLE
Esther 4
Now Mordecai heard about everything that had been done. He ripped
his own clothes. Then he put on rough cloth and ashes. And he
went out into the center of the city, crying loudly and bitterly.
But Mordecai went only as far as the King’s Gate, because no one was
allowed to enter that gate dressed in rough cloth. The king’s
official decree reached every province. Wherever there were
the Jews, they were crying loudly. They fasted and wept and
wailed. Many of them wore rough cloth and ashes.
Esther’s servant girls and her eunuchs came to her and told her about
Mordecai. (The purpose of Mordecai’s highly visible
demonstration of his mourning was probably to alert Esther
that something outside the palace had gone terribly wrong.
Esther and Mordecai could not communicate directly.) Esther
was very upset. She sent some clothes for Mordecai to put on
instead of the rough cloth, but he would not accept them.
Then Esther summoned Hathach. He was one of the king’s eunuchs
especially selected to serve her. Esther ordered him to find out
what was bothering Mordecai and why.
So, Hathach went to Mordecai, to the open area of the city, in front of
the King’s Gate.
Then Mordecai told Hathach everything that had happened to him.
And he told Hathach about how much money that Haman had
promised to pay into the king’s treasury for the destruction of
the Jews.
Mordecai also gave him a copy of the decree about the destruction of
the Jews, which had been announced in Susa. He wanted
Hathach to show it to Esther and to tell her all about it. And
Mordecai told him to urge Esther to go into the king’s presence
to beg for mercy and to plead with the king on behalf of her
people.
So, Hathach went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had
said. Then Esther talked to Hathach. She ordered him to say
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this to Mordecai: “All the royal officers and the people of the
royal provinces know this rule: No man or woman may go to
the king in the inner courtyard unless he or she is summoned.
There is no exception to this one rule—anyone who enters
there must be executed. However, if the king holds out his gold
scepter, then that person will live. For 30 days, even I have not
been summoned to go to the king.”
So, Esther’s message was delivered to Mordecai.
Then Mordecai sent back this message to Esther: “Just because you
live in the king’s palace, don’t think to yourself that, out of all
the Jews, you alone will escape. You and your father’s family
will all die. If you were to keep completely quiet at this time,
someone else will rise up to save the Jews. They will get help.
And, who knows, you may have been chosen for just such a
time as this.”
Then Esther said to send back this answer to Mordecai: “Go and
gather together all the Jews who are located in Susa. They
must go on a special fast for my sake. Do not eat or drink for 3
days—night and day. I and my servant girls will also fast in the
same manner. Then I will go to the king, even though it is
against the Persian law. And if I die, then I die.”
So, Mordecai went away from the King’s Gate. He did everything
Esther commanded him.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Esther 4

“If My people who are called by My name will humble
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their
sin and heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14
God is partial to people who 1) humble themselves, 2) pray, 3)
seek His face, and 4) turn from their wicked ways. So when you get in
spiritual trouble, remember fast, pray, and beg God for His
forgiveness and restoration. Lord, I will repent of evil when I am in
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spiritual danger. I will live to seek Your presence and will not quit
until I get an answer from You.

Did you see the public demonstration by Mordecai? Haman
wanted to enhance his selfish ego before people, while Mordecai
humbled himself publicly. What do you seek? Praise of people, to
power with God? Lord, I chose Your path, I will humble myself before

You. I want power with You, not power with men.

A lot of us are like Esther. We try to cover-up the
embarrassment to other Christians when they completely sell out to
God. Esther sent respectable clothes for Mordecai to wear, not
realizing the distressing circumstances. Lord, when I react as Esther,

open my blind eyes to see spiritual danger around me. And when my
blind eyes are open, help me to react as Esther, i.e., being willing to
die for You.

The Lord uses those who are crucified (Gal. 2:20; 6:14) and
those who are willing to die for Him. Even if it means we must pick up
our cross and follow Jesus. Esther was willing to die, “If I perish, I
perish.” Was that the same as positional crucifixion in God’s sight?
Lord, when you ask us to surrender everything, we must be willing to
die, so much so that we actually are dead in our ambitions and
desires, long before we actually die. Lord, I say with Paul, “I die daily”

(1 Cor. 15:31).

When you’ve got a mountain to move (Mark 11:23-24), as big as
the one facing Esther; you’ll want many people to pray and fast with
you. Esther told Mordecai to get the Jews to fast, while she got her
maidens to fast with her. There is power in plural prayer. “Again I say
to you that if two of you agree on earth concerning anything that they
ask, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven” (Matt. 18:19).

Lord, I will never trust my prayers alone. I will seek godly people to
pray with me, because You love to see unity among your people.
Besides that, I am more honest when I pray with others.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
ESTHER’S BANQUET
Esther 5
On the 3rd day of the fast, Esther put on her royal clothes. Then she
stood in the inner courtyard of the king’s palace, facing the
king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the royal
hall, facing the door-way. The king saw Queen Esther standing
in the courtyard. When he saw her, he was very pleased. He
held out to her the gold scepter that was in his hand. So, Esther
came closer to him and touched the tip of the scepter.
Then the king asked her, “What is it, O Queen Esther? What do you
want to ask me? I will give you as much as half of my
kingdom.”
Esther answered, “O my king, if it pleases you, come to dinner today
with Haman. I have prepared it for him.”
Then the king said, “Bring Haman quickly, so that we may do whatever
Esther asks.”
So, the king and Haman went to the dinner which Esther had prepared
for them.
As they were drinking wine, the king said to Esther, “Now, Esther, what
are you requesting? I will give it to you. What is it you want? I
will give you as much as half of my kingdom.”
Esther answered, “This is what I want, what I ask, O my king, I hope you
are pleased with me. If it pleases you, give me what I ask for,
and do what I desire. Come with Haman tomorrow to the
banquet which I will prepare for both of you. I will answer your
question about what I want at that time.”
HAMAN PLOTS TO KILL MORDECAI
Haman left the king’s palace that day extremely happy; then he saw
Mordecai at the King’s Gate, and that Mordecai would not stand
up or act afraid in his presence. So, Haman became very angry
at Mordecai. Nevertheless, Haman controlled his anger and
went on home.
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Then Haman called together his friends and Zeresh, his wife. And
Haman told them about how rich he was and how many sons he
had. He also told them about all the ways that the king had
honored him. And, he told them how the king had placed him
higher than the king’s nobles and officers. Then, Haman also
said, “I am the only person whom Queen Esther invited to come
with the king to the dinner that she gave. And, tomorrow, the
queen has also invited me again to be her special guest with
the king.
“However, all this is not satisfying to me. I am not happy as long as I
see that Jew, Mordecai, sitting at the King’s Gate.”
Then Haman’s wife, Zeresh, and all of his friends said to him, “Have a
platform built. Make it 75 feet high. And, tomorrow morning,
ask the king to have Mordecai hanged on it. Then go to the
banquet with the king and rejoice.” Haman liked that
suggestion. So, he ordered that the platform be built.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Esther 5

“I . . . show mercy unto them that love Me, and keep My
commandments.” Exodus 20:6, CEV.
There’s an old wives tale, “The way to a man’s heart is through
his stomach.” Is that true with Esther? Maybe she knew when a man
had a good meal, he was open to the things she wanted. Maybe she
was using the two-banquet-approach to spend time in Xerxes’
presence. Also, she was building up anticipation. Xerxes probably
thought about what Esther wanted more than once in those two days.
Anyway, God used Esther’s womanly ways to save His people. Lord,

help me to use all my personality to accomplish many good things for
Your kingdom.

There’s more to Esther’s womanly ways. She wore the correct
clothes, her royal clothes (blue jeans wouldn’t do it that day). She
stood at the right place near the pillar in the court. It doesn’t mention
perfume in this chapter as it did in chapter 2, but she probably wore
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Revlon’s White Shoulders (the kind my wife used to catch me). Lord,
teach me to wear the right clothes, at the right time, for the right
occasion. Help me dress to please You and not myself. May I be a
good testimony to You and not be offensive to Your cause.
Notice, Esther didn’t blurb out her request like a nervous girl.
No, with all the dignity of the queen’s crown, she asked Xerxes to
dinner. Now we look back, her words seem divinely inspired. “The
preparations of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue
is from the Lord” (Prov. 16:1). Lord, when I’m put on the spot for You,

give me the right words to say, and prepare the other person’s heart
to receive the message You give me.”

When Esther did good to Haman, he turns around and plots to
kill Mordecai the next morning. What a night it must have been for
Haman. He was invited to a private meal with the King. He bragged
about it to all his friends and wife when he got home. Then it was not
enough to annihilate all the Jews in the future, he planned to hang
Mordecai the next morning. Pleasant dreams, Haman. Lord, when it

seems like sin has gone as far as it can go, then You step in to put a
stop to the madness. Lord, do the same thing in my life. The pleasant
dreams in the head of Haman that night ended the following day with
a rope around his neck.

Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
MORDECAI IS HONORED
Esther 6
That same night, the king could not sleep. So, he asked his servants
to bring in the daily court record. They read it to him, and they
found where it was recorded that Mordecai had warned the
king about Bigthana and Teresh. These men had planned to kill
king Xerxes. They were two of the eunuchs who guarded the
door-way.
Then the king asked, “What honor and reward has been given to
Mordecai for doing this?”
The king’s personal servants answered, “Nothing has been done for
Mordecai.”
The king said, “Who is in the courtyard?” Now Haman had just
entered the outer court of the king’s palace. (Now Haman had
come to ask the king about hanging Mordecai on the platform
which Haman had prepared for him.)
The king’s servants said, “Look, Haman is standing in the courtyard.”
So the king said, “Bring him in.”
Then Haman came in. And the king asked him, “What should be done
for a man whom the king wants to honor very much?”
Haman thought to himself, “Who would the king want to honor more
than me?”
So he answered the king, “This is what you could do for the man
whom you want to honor greatly. Have the servants bring a
royal robe that the king himself has worn. Also, bring a horse
with a royal crown on its head. And, the horse should be one
which the king himself has ridden. Then, let the robe and the
horse be given to one of the king’s most important nobles. Let
the servants put the robe on the man whom the king wants to
honor very much. And, let them lead him on that horse
throughout the city streets. In addition, as they are leading
him, let them announce: ‘This is what is being done for the man
whom the king wants to honor very much.’”
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The king commanded Haman, “Go quickly. Take the robe and the
horse—just as you have said—and do all this for Mordecai the
Jew who sits at the King’s Gate. Do not omit anything that you
have suggested.”
So, Haman took the robe and the horse. And he put the robe on
Mordecai. Then he led Mordecai on horseback throughout the
city streets. Haman announced ahead of Mordecai: “This is
what is being done for the man whom the king wants to honor
very much.”
Then Mordecai went back to the King’s Gate. But Haman hurried
home with his head covered, because he was embarrassed.
He told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had
happened to him.
Haman’s wife and his advisers said to him, “You are starting to lose
power to Mordecai. Since he is Jewish, you cannot win against
him. You will surely be ruined.” While they were still talking
with Haman, the king’s eunuchs came to Haman’s house. They
caused Haman to hurry to the banquet which Esther had
prepared.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Esther 6

“The king’s heart is in the hands of the LORD, like the rivers of
water; He turns it wherever He wishes.” Proverbs 21:1.
Sometimes we can’t sleep because of pizza, or because we ate
too much, or because we argued with someone special. Sometimes
God won’t let us sleep because He has something for us to do. Do you
think Esther was a poor cook so Xerxes got an upset stomach? No!
Xerxes couldn’t sleep because of God. So the servants read to him
the old dusty records. Here the King learns that Mordecai saved his
life, but nothing was done for Mordecai. We don’t know if he ever
went to sleep after that, but we do know that the next morning Xerxes
honored a faithful Jew. Lord, teach me gratitude, for gratitude defines

my character. If I’m not grateful for what I’ve got, and for those who
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taught me, and for who helped me—then I’ve not learned the most
important lesson in life.

Even if Xerxes was a despot, and even if his anger got him in
trouble, and even if he slept with all the virgins till he found one who
satisfied him, at least Xerxes showed gratitude to Mordecai. And in
doing so, Xerxes humbled Haman. Doesn’t God have an amazing
sense of humor? Lord, help me see the little things in the big events.

Help me laugh when You execute revenge on a prideful murderer like
Haman. Lord, help me to take the serious things lightly when You’re in
control. Teach me to laugh when You laugh, and weep when You
weep.
“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count

slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should
perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). Do you
think this was God’s last attempt to “save” Haman before he was hung
that night? If the humbling experience had taken heart and Haman
repented, do you think the Agagite would have turned to save the
Jews? Do you think he would have been saved and we would see him
in heaven? Lord, I love Your patience. I’m glad you didn’t give up on

the Apostle Paul when he was responsible for the death of Stephen
and the other believers. I’m glad You didn’t give up on the thief on the
cross. I’m glad You didn’t give up on me.
In this chapter Haman’s conversation with his wife and friends
is vastly different than before. We can hear the dread in his wife’s
voice. His friends begin to distance themselves from Haman. Since
Haman lived for self esteem, he began to lose it right before he was
hanged. Lord, for every rebel there is a “Pay day, someday.” How

many people in life get what they deserve?
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
HAMAN IS EXECUTED
Esther 7
So, the king and Haman went to the banquet of Queen Esther. As they
were drinking wine, the king said to Esther again on this
second day, “What are you asking for, Queen Esther? I will give
it to you. What is it you want? I will give you as much as half of
my kingdom.”
Then Queen Esther answered, “O king, I hope you are pleased with me.
If it pleases you, let me live. This is what I am requesting. And,
let my people live, too. That is what I want. I ask this because I
and my people have been sold to be destroyed. We are to be
killed and completely wiped out. If we had been sold as male
and female slaves, I would have kept quiet. That would not be
enough of a problem to bother the king.”
Then King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he?
Who has done such a thing?”
Esther said, “A man who hates us! Our enemy . . . is this evil Haman.”
Then Haman was filled with terror in the presence of the king and the
queen. The king was furious. He got up, left his wine, and went
out into the garden of the palace. But Haman stayed inside to
beg Queen Esther to save his life. (He could see that the king
had already decided to kill him.)
The king came back from the palace garden to the banquet hall
where the wine was served. And Xerxes saw Haman falling on
the couch where Esther was lying. The king thought, “Will
Haman even molest or rape the queen while I am in the
house?”
The king shouted his command. His servants covered Haman’s face.
Harbona was one of the eunuchs there serving the king. He said,
“Look, a platform for hanging people also stands near Haman’s
house.” It is 75 feet high. This is the one that Haman had
prepared for Mordecai. Mordecai is the one who gave the
warning that saved the king.” The king said, “Then hang Haman
upon it.” So, they hanged Haman on the platform which Haman
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had prepared for Mordecai. After that, the king was not so mad
anymore. (This event occurred in 473 B.C.)

MY TIME TO PRAY
Esther 7

“Mercy and truth belong to those who devise good.”
Proverbs 14:22
There comes a time in life when we must remove our
mask and tell the truth. Esther could no longer keep her Jewish
identity hidden. She told all. And God used her honesty to save
her people. Lord, I don’t always tell all I know, but I never lie.

Sometimes it’s not appropriate to tell everything. Sometimes
it’s dangerous. But there are times when I must tell
everything—nothing hidden. Teach me what to say when the
time arrives. Teach me how to say it, and when to say it. Guide
my words as I speak honestly.

We have seen the anger of Xerxes when Vashti refused
him. Now we see the anger of Xerxes when Haman deceived
him. Then his rage builds when he think Haman is trying to
rape his wife. God uses the anger of some for His own special
purpose. Here Xerxes’ anger leads to Haman’s execution. Lord,

teach me how to deal with angry people who keep their anger
hidden, and teach me how to deal with rage when I confront it.
May I always control my temper for Your glory. Then Lord, there
are times when I should get angry, teach me to be “angry and
sin not” (Eph. 4:26).

Why did Xerxes leave to go out into the garden? I know
some people who go take a “smoke” to cool off when angry. We
don’t know why Xerxes left. Why did Xerxes return to find
Haman on Esther’s couch? We don’t know. But perhaps the
Lord used the anger of a man—or causes the anger of a man—
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to accomplish His will. Lord, I will look for those times when

You use people’s anger for Your purpose.

Be careful how you treat the people who work for you.
These are the people who clean your house, or wait on you in
stores, or type your letters, or serve you in any way. They have
their opinion of you. Some may like you, others may hate you.
Like the servant who told the King about the gallows Haman
had constructed for Mordecai; it seems the servant was all too
willing to “do-Haman-in.” Maybe the meanness of Haman
extended to the servants. Be careful, the person you give a
salary to may one day pay you back for your meanness or
hateful spirit, or ungrateful response. Lord, may I not be a

respecter of persons, but may I treat everyone as I want to be
treated. Give me a deep respect for each one I meet, especially
those who serve me in any way. And by the way, Lord, I will tip
well those who serve me in restaurants.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE JEWS ARE ALLOWED TO FIGHT BACK
Esther 8
On that same day, King Xerxes gave to Queen Esther everything that
Haman had left behind after he died (his estate). Haman had
been the enemy of the Jews. Then Mordecai was brought into
the presence of the king. Esther had told the king how
Mordecai was related to her.
So, the king took off his signet ring which he had taken back from
Haman, and the king gave it to Mordecai. And, Esther put
Mordecai in charge of the household of Haman.
Esther spoke again (on another occasion) in the presence of the king.
She fell down at the king’s feet and wept and begged the king
to stop the evil plan that Haman the Agagite had plotted
against the Jews.
The king held out the gold scepter to Esther. So, Esther got up and
stood in the presence of the king.
She said, “O king, I hope you are pleased with me. And, maybe it
would please you to do this. You might think it is the right thing
to do. And, perhaps you are happy with me. If so, let an edict be
written to neutralize the letters which Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, has sent out. He wrote a clever plan
to destroy the Jews throughout all the Persian Empire. I cannot
stand to see this terrible thing happen to my people. I cannot
stand by and see my family killed.”
Then King Xerxes responded to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew.
He said, “Look, because Haman was persecuting the Jews, I
have given Haman’s household to Esther. And, my soldiers
have hanged him on the platform.
“Now, you two write another edict in the king’s name. Write it to the
Jews as it seems best to you. Then, seal the edict with the
king’s signet ring.” No letter written in the king’s name and
sealed with his signet ring could be canceled.
At that time, the king’s scribes were summoned. This was done on
the 23rd day of the 3rd month, which is Sivan. (On June 25, 474
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B.C. This was 2 months and 10 days after Haman’s authorized
decree against the Jews [Esther 3:12].) The scribes wrote out
everything that Mordecai commanded. They wrote to the Jews,
to the governors, to the commanders of each province. And
they wrote to the nobles of the 127 provinces which extended
from the countries of India to Ethiopia. They wrote to each
province in its own form of writing. And they wrote to each
group of people in their own language. They also wrote to the
Jews in their alphabet and their own language.
So, Mordecai wrote orders in the name of King Xerxes. And, Mordecai
sealed the letters with the king’s signet ring. Then he sent the
king’s documents by messengers riding on horses. The
messengers also rode fast animals which were bred
especially for the king.
These were the king’s orders to the Jews: “In every single city, you
Jews have the right to gather together to protect yourselves.
You have the right to destroy, to kill, and to completely wipe out
the army of any people or province who attacks you. And, you
can do the same thing to the women and the children of that
force. You have the right to take (or plunder) the property of the
enemies by force for your victory.”
The one day set aside for the Jews to do this was the 13th day of the
12th month, which was the month of Adar. They were allowed to
defend themselves throughout all the provinces of King
Xerxes.
A copy of the king’s document was to be published as a law in every
single province. It was to be made known to all the ethnic
groups. Why? So that the Jews would be ready on that day.
The Jews would be allowed to pay back their enemies.
The messengers hurried out, riding upon the fast horses. The king
urged those messengers to go quickly. And the edict was also
given in the palace at Susa.
Then Mordecai left the presence of the king. Mordecai was wearing
royal clothes. They were violet and white. And, he had on a
large gold crown. (The Hebrew word here denotes a lesser
crown than the royal crown worn by King Xerxes. Mordecai’s
“crown” was more like a gold band or a coronet.) He also had
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on a purple robe made of the best linen. And the people of Susa
were happy and glad.
It was a time of happiness, gladness, joy, and honor for the Jews.
So, the king’s word and edict went out to every single province and
city. And there was gladness and joy among the Jews. The
Jews were having festivals and celebrating. And, many of the
people throughout the empire became Jewish converts. They
did that because they were afraid of the Jews.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Esther 8

“To everything there is a season, and a time for every
purpose under heaven . . . a time to kill and a time to heal; a time to
break down and a time to build up.” Ecclesiastes 3:1, 3.
If you hate anyone in this life, be careful; they one day may own
all you have and your estate. The estate of Haman ended up
belonging to Mordecai. Lord, I don’t look for wealth on this earth; I

look for my reward in heaven. But I realize some of Your children will
be physically blessed in this life. It’s good to see You balance the
scales between Mordecai and Haman.

Sometimes, it’s not enough to stop an evil person, their evil
influence must also be stopped. Apparently the night Haman was
hanged and his estate given to Mordecai didn’t stop the coming
genocide. Esther went to the King a second time to get a letter
written and sealed with the King’s ring that allowed each and all the
Jews to protect themselves on the coming days of judgment. Lord,

give me wisdom to see how the world is influenced by evil, and help
me come up with ideas to counter the influence of evil. Then Lord,
give me a way to express my ideas and a way to publicize my ideas.
Use me Lord to counter evil in the world.

Sometimes we must learn to use the symbols of authority. Did
you see how Mordecai was dressed? Did you see him use the King’s
ring? While inwardly we must be humble before God, outwardly
before others we must use the symbols of authority, but realize we
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use them for God. What’s your symbol of authority? A uniform? An
office? A company car? A title? Lord, help me hold very loosely the

power of this world, but hang on with tenacity to Your promise.
Amen.

Page 4 of 4

SCRIPTURE
THE JEWS DEFEAT THEIR ENEMIES
Esther 9
The word of the king and his law was to be enacted on the 13th day of
the 12th month. That was the month of Adar. (The day that the
superstitious advisers of Haman recommended to him as the
best day for exterminating the Jews.) The date was getting
closer. That was the pre-set day that the enemies of the Jews
had hoped to defeat them. However, that was overturned.
Instead, the Jews defeated those who hated them.
The Jews gathered themselves together in their cities throughout the
whole Persian empire of King Xerxes. They met so that they
could defend themselves against those who wanted to harm
Jews. But no one was strong enough to fight against the Jews,
because all the ethnic groups living in the Persian Empire were
afraid of the Jews. And all the nobles of the provinces, the
governors, the commanders of the Persian soldiers, and the
king’s officials were helping the Jews. Why? Because they
were afraid of Mordecai’s influence. Mordecai was very
important in the king’s palace. He was famous in all the
provinces because he was gaining more power through his
increasing influence.
So the Jews used their swords to defeat all of their enemies, killing
and destroying them. And, the Jews did whatever they wanted
with those people who hated them. In the palace city of Susa,
they killed and destroyed 500 men. (NOTE: The killings
probably happened in the upper part of Susa.)
They had also executed these men: Parshan-datha, Dalphon, Aspatha,
Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and
Vaizatha. They executed these 10 sons of Haman, and the son
of Hammedatha, the arch-enemy of the Jews. However, the
Jews did not take their possessions.
And, on that day, the number of the men killed in the palace city of
Susa was reported to the king.
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The king said to Queen Esther, “The Jews have killed and destroyed
500 men in the palace city of Susa. And, since they have also
killed Haman’s 10 sons, what could they have done in the rest
of my empire? Now what else are you asking for? I will do it
for you! Whatever else you want, it will be done.”
Esther answered, “If it pleases the king, give the Jews who are in Susa
permission to do this: Tomorrow, let the Jews do again what the
king ordered for today. And, let the corpses of Haman’s 10 sons
be hanged on the platform.”
So the king commanded that this be done. The law was given in Susa,
and the corpses of the 10 sons of Haman were strung up there.
The Jews in Susa also gathered together on the 14th day of the month
of Adar. And they killed 300 more men. But the Jews did not
seize their possessions.
The rest of the Jews in the provinces of the king also gathered
together. They met to protect themselves and get relief from
their enemies. And they killed 75,000 of those who hated them,
but they did not seize their possessions.
This occurred on the 13th day of the month of Adar. And on the 14th
day, the Jews got relief. They made it a day of feasting and joy.
But the Jews in Susa gathered themselves together on the 13th and
14th days of the month of Adar. Then they got relief on the 15th
day of Adar. They made it a day of feasting and joy, too.
So, that is why the Jews who live in the countryside and small villages
celebrate Purim on the 14th day of the month of Adar as a day of
joy and feasting. And, it is also a good day for giving presents
to each other.
THE FEAST OF PURIM
Mordecai recorded all these things. Then, near and far, he sent out
letters to all the Jews throughout all the Persian Empire of King
Xerxes. Mordecai wanted the Jews to start celebrating the 14th
and 15th days of the month of Adar every year.
Those were the days when the Jews got relief from their enemies, the
month when their suffering turned to joy, from crying to
celebration. It was to be a time of feasting and rejoicing, of
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sharing food with each other, and of giving presents to the
poor people.
So, the Jews agreed to begin doing what Mordecai had written to
them. Haman, the son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, was the
arch-enemy of all the Jews. He had plotted against the Jews to
destroy them. And, Haman had picked the pur that is, the lot (a
lucky day) to torture and to destroy the Jews. But when Esther
went into the presence of the king, he commanded in writing:
“Let Haman’s evil plan which he has plotted against the Jews
come back on his own head.” So, they hanged Haman and his
sons on the platform.
So, they call these days “Purim.” The name “Purim” comes from the
Persian word “pur” (the word for “lot”) because of all that was
written in this letter, and because of all that they had faced in
this ordeal, and because of what had happened to them.
They, their descendants, and all those who join the Jews must
celebrate these 2 days each year. They should do it in the
proper way and at the set time.
These 2 days must be remembered and celebrated in every
generation, in every family, in every province, and in every city.
These days of Purim must always be celebrated by the Jews.
And, their descendants must never forget.
So, Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the
Jew, wrote this second letter about Purim. Using all their
authority, they wrote to prove the validity of the first letter. And
Mordecai sent out letters to all the Jews in the 127 provinces of
the kingdom of Xerxes. It was a message of peace and truth.
He wrote to set up these days of Purim. They must be celebrated at
their proper times. Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther had
sent out the edict for the Jews. They had set up these 2 days for
the Jews and for their descendants, so that the Jews would fast
and cry loudly. Esther’s edict showed that these practices
about Purim were correct. They were recorded in the Persian
records.
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Esther 9

“If they hate Me (Jesus) they will hate you.” John 15:18
There comes a time when your enemy comes out in the open
and you must oppose them. Didn’t Jesus say, “If they hated me, they
will hate you” (John 15:18). Sometimes we have those who hate us for
many reasons. They hate our faith, our dress, our health, our friends,
or maybe we’re from a different culture. Usually there will come a
showdown between us and those who hate us. Lord, I will be humble

and pray for them. Lord, I will not knowingly make an enemy of
anyone. Lord, I will do good to all, and I will “live peacefully with all
men” (Heb. 12:14).

The Jews did not take monetary gain for themselves when they
defeated their enemies. Even though some were going to attack the
Jews for plunder—not for ethnic hatred—the Jews didn’t retaliate.

Lord, teach me to keep my motives pure. May I serve You out of pure
love, take away all ill feelings of hatred from my heart.

Esther asked for a one day extension because she knew some
who hated the Jews would hide on judgment day, but would probably
come out of hiding the following day. It takes common sense to win a
battle, and it takes thoroughness. Esther didn’t want the Jews’ enemy
to get away, just as Saul had allowed the Agagites to go away. Lord,

help me be through with sin, then help me use my common sense to
do the job You expect of me.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
KING XERXES AND MORDECAI
Esther 10
King Xerxes made all people in the Persian Empire pay taxes. (After
Xerxes' great defeat in Greece, he needed extra money to cover
his losses.) This included all those people on land and on the
islands of the sea. (Apparently, Xerxes did retain control of
Cyprus, Aradus, the island of Tyre, and Platea.)
And all the accomplishments of Xerxes which tell about his authority
and his strength are written in the historical record books of
the kings of Media and Persia. Also, it reports that Mordecai
became an important leader. The king promoted him.
Mordecai the Jew was second in importance to King Xerxes. He
was the most important leader among the Jews. And his
numerous Jewish brothers respected him because he had
worked for the good of his people. He spoke up for the best
interests of the future of all the Jews.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Esther 10

“In due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” Galatians 6:9
The last chapter of Esther shows how Mordecai was honored
for not bowing in worship to Haman. Even though Mordecai was
hated, and almost executed for his belief in God, in the end he was
honored. Mordecai was the second most important person in Persia,
which probably meant he was much more important than the Queen
herself, his adoptive daughter, Esther. Lord, thank You for this last

chapter that shows how You honored faithfulness. Help me remain
faithful to You—not for my honor—but may my faithfulness be
worship to You.
Have you ever thought about prayers that changed our nation,
or changed the world? When Esther prayed, “If I die, I die” she was
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asking God to help her turn around an evil situation. God answered
her prayers. Think if she hadn’t prayed and God hadn’t answered,
then Haman’s evil plot against the seed of God would have been
carried out. No, the Jews wouldn’t have been destroyed. Maybe God
would have used someone else to save His people. But the curse of
God would be at the Persians. God told Abraham, “I will bless those
who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). There would have
been no Artaxerxes (Son of Xerxes) to help Nehemiah rebuild
Jerusalem’s wall. Esther’s prayer was one that saved a nation, and
maybe civilization as we know it. Lord, thank You for answering great

prayers of magnitude, and for answering small prayers. Lord, teach
me to pray in faith for big prayers, and to pray in anticipation for
answers to little prayers.

If any one doubts there is an evil enemy, look at the book of
Esther. In the garden of Eden God said Lucifer would hate God’s
people and he would bruise the heel of the coming Savior. Look at
those who hated the Jews and attempted to destroy them: Pharaoh,
Nebuchadnezzar, Adolph Hitler, Joseph Stalin, Saddam Hussein,
former President of Iraq, and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, President of
Iran. Satan hates the Jews because they are God’s chosen people.
So, it’s not the Jews the Devil primarily hates, it’s God himself and His
Son, Jesus Christ. Therefore, if I follow God, then Satan will hate me
and will want to destroy me. Lord, I commit my soul to You, and I trust

Your power to keep me safe. “Greater is He that is in you, than he that
is in the world” (1 John 4:4).
Amen.
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PRAYERS FROM OBADIAH

INTRODUCTION
TO OBADIAH
Their home was almost hidden from view, tucked in a canyon
of huge red boulders. The sheep, out in the open between other more
red rocks down the ravine, were baying from hunger. The sound of
mooing cows was heard far away in a stable built in a shallow cave.
The husband returned home from the capital city in Edom,
bursting into the house to announce, “A prophet from God announced
the destruction of Edom in the agora marketplace . . .”
The wife looking up from kneading dough for bread asked,
“What did the people in the marketplace say . . . did they laugh at
him?”
“No . . .” the worried husband answered. “Most everyone
seemed worried; they believed the prophet.” Then he corrected
himself, “A few laughed.”
The wife wanted to know more, “Why are you afraid of this
prophet? She went on to explain what everyone knew. Edom was
situated high up the rocks to the south of the Dead Sea. They lived in
a perfect stronghold. No army had ever been able to defeat them.
They felt invincible. So she repeated her question,
“Why are you afraid of the prophet?” She could see terror in
her husband’s eyes.
“The prophet spoke confidentially, and no one was able to
argue with him.” The husband explained, “At first I laughed inwardly,
but then I began to shake with fear. I felt God was speaking through
the prophet.”
“What did he look like . . . how was he dressed?” the wife’s
curiosity wanted some answers.
“He was a Jewish prophet from near Jerusalem. He wore fur
like the other prophets and his eyes seem to spit the fire of heaven.”
“Why . . .” the wife asked. “Why would Jehovah say our nation of
Edom will be destroyed?” She went on to explain they were
descendents from Abraham and Isaac. Esau was their family head.
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And every Edomite believed Jacob was a liar and thief; he stole their
birthright. Then the wife spit out the words,
“Now . . . that son of the liar Jacob is giving us a message of
God’s judgment. A liar prophet is telling us we will be destroyed. Ha!
The Jews are the ones who were destroyed. Their capital Jerusalem,
not our capital, was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar.”
The wife wanted her husband to eat and forget about the
prophets that frightened him. Then she asked,
“Why would God destroy the Edomites?”
“That’s what scares me,” the husband’s voice quivered. “The
prophet said Edom would be destroyed for what we did to the Jews
when Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem. And remember what God
did to Egypt for persecuting the Jews, how God wiped out Og the King
of Bashan, and Sihon, King of the Amorites, who opposed the Jews’
returning to their Promised Land? We Edomites did the same thing at
that time but God didn’t destroy us then. But the prophet says God
will destroy us now.”
“Why,” the wife protested. It was easy for her to argue. She
didn’t see the prophet of God.
The husband explained the prophet had said Edom didn’t help
their “brothers,” the Jews, when Nebuchadnezzar was slaughtering
them. Edom sent raiding parties to small Jewish towns to plunder
their riches. When victims fled from Jerusalem heading to Petra, the
Edomites wouldn’t let their “brothers” pass through their land. But
they stole from the refugees of Jerusalem, killing indiscriminately.
“The prophet said, “We fly high like the eagles, but God will
bring us down.”
“What was the name of this prophet?” the wife asked. She had
heard of the famous Elijah, and Isaiah, but “who is he?”
The husband answered, “He wouldn’t tell us his name. He said
God’s judgment—the day of the Lord is coming—that’s important.”
“We asked him his name; he answered Obadyah which means
‘Servant of the Lord.’ He told us he is just a servant of Yahweh.”
FACTS ABOUT OBADIAH
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Nothing is known about the author Obadyah. Even though there
are 13 other men called Obadyah in the Old Testament, scholars don’t
think any of them wrote this book. The author emphasized his
message, not his calling, experience or background.
Some scholars think Obadiah was the first prophetic book
written in the Old Testament. And that the Edomite persecution of
Israel came early. If that’s so, Obadiah is the first to use the phrase,
“The Day of the Lord.”
But I think it was written shortly after Nebuchadnezzar
destroyed Jerusalem, and God announced judgment on the Edomites
for their greed and viciousness to the Jews during and after
Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion.
The book was written to encourage Israel, rather than
primarily to bring Edom to repentance, although some of both
reasons are found in Obadiah’s message. Remember, Edom had been
a perpetual enemy of Israel.
Because of their pride, they thought they were invincible in
their mountain stronghold. But God declared his coming judgment.
After destroying Jerusalem, Nebuchadnezzar turned his army
against Edom, but did not completely wipe them out. By the time
Malachi was written, the Nabataean Arabs had vanquished Edom, and
occupied their territory, and it was called the Idumea. The Herods of
the New Testament came from the Edomite remnant. After Rome
destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D., the Herods and any Edomites left
disappeared from the pages of history.
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SCRIPTURE
THE EDOMITES WILL BE HUMBLED
Obadiah
This is the vision of Obadiah. This is what the LORD, the LORD Who Is
Always Present, says concerning Edom:
We have heard a message from the LORD.
A messenger has been sent among the nations:
“Attack, you must attack Edom.
Look, I have made you (Edom) small among the nations,
Others will completely despise you.
Yet the pride of your heart has fooled you,
You who live among the caves of the cliffs.
Your home is way up high,
And, you think to yourself:
‘No one could bring me down to the ground.’
“You fly high like the eagle.
You make your nest among the stars.
Nevertheless, I will bring you down from up there,” says the LORD,
“You will be completely destroyed.
It would have been better if robbers had come to you;
If plunderers had come at night,
They would have stolen only enough to satisfy themselves.
If farm workers had come to pick the grapes from your vines,
Even they would have left a few grapes behind!
But you, O Esau, will be pillaged;
All your hidden treasures will be discovered.
All the people who were your so-called ‘trusted friends’
Will force you out of the land.
Those who were at peace with you
Will trick you and will defeat you.
They may eat your bread with you now,
But they are setting a trap underneath you
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And, you won’t even notice it.”
The LORD says: “On that day,
I will certainly destroy the so-called wise men from Edom,
These men of insight from the mountains of Esau.
Then you, O city of Teman, your powerful men will be so afraid
That every single soldier from the mountains of Esau will be
slaughtered.”
WHY EDOM WAS PUNISHED
“You acted with violence against your close relatives,
The Jewish people.
Therefore, shame will cover you;
You will be destroyed forever!
On that day, you stood to the side
While strangers carried off the national treasures.
Foreigners entered his city gates,
They gambled to decide what part of Jerusalem they would
take;
You were just like one of them.”
“Do not gawk at the day of trouble of your brothers,
Don’t be happy because they destroyed the people of Judah,
Don’t brag about the cruel things which happened to Judah.
Don’t enter the city gate of My people to steal from them
During the time of their invasion.
Don’t you gawk at their problems
During the time of their downfall.
Don’t loot their treasures
When they are being looted by other nations.
Don’t stand at the crossroads
To destroy the Jews who are trying to escape.
Don’t capture the Jews who escape alive
During their time of distress.”
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THE NATIONS WILL BE JUDGED BY GOD
“The day of the LORD for judging all the nations
Is coming soon.
You have done terrible things to God’s people;
Those same things will happen to you,
They will come back upon your own head.
Because you joined the nations in robbing My holy Temple,
All nations will continually drink my punishment.
They will get drunk on My anger;
They will be punished so greatly that they will disappear.
But some people will be left alive on Mount Zion;
It is a holy place.
The household of Jacob will possess what belongs to them;
The household of Jacob will be like a fire,
And the household of Joseph will be like a flame.
But the household of Esau will become like straw,
And, the Jews will set that straw on fire;
They will burn them up,
No one will survive out of the household of Esau.
Why? Because the LORD has said so.”
“Then the Jews from the Negev will get the Negev back from the
Edomites, and they will take back the western foothills from
the Philistines. They will recapture the fields of Ephraim and
the fields of Samaria, and the tribe of Benjamin will take over
Gilead. The Jews were forced to leave their homes; however,
they will retake the land of Canaan in the future. They will
conquer it all the way to Zarephath.
The Jews who were once forced to leave Jerusalem
And now live in Sepharad,
Will take back the towns of Southern Judah.
Jewish deliverers will go up to Mount Zion
To conquer the Edomite people,
And, the kingdom will belong to the LORD.”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Obadiah

“The pride of your heart has deceived you.” Obadiah 3
Edom means “red,” and perhaps the people get their name from
when Esau was born, “The first (baby) came out red, all over like a
hairy garment” (Gen. 25:25). So the Edomites came from Esau, and
were named “red” after their father. But Esau “despised” the spiritual
birthright of the people of God. He didn’t want to be God’s man to
carry on the Abrahamic promise. The spiritual line went through his
younger brother Jacob. The second reason they are called “red” is
because they live up in the “red” rocks south of the Dead Sea. Lord,

family is important, and Esau, the family head, made a bad decision
out of his greedy heart that influenced his line. The people took on
the characteristics of Esau and continually “fought” against the
children of Jacob. I am not responsible for the family into which I am
born, but I am responsible for my future. I will rise above the
weaknesses of my parents and be strong for You, my God. My
decisions will always be governed by the principle, “The Lord first.”

Just as Esau swore to kill Jacob, so the Edomites hated the sons
of Jacob from that day on (Gen. 27:41). Lord, family prejudice is strong,

and it’s passed from father to children. Hatred and prejudice will
stop with me. I will love and pray for my physical and spiritual
relatives. Lord, transform my negative feelings into Your love and
compassion.

When Jerusalem and the Temple were destroyed by the
Babylonians and Nebuchadnezzar, the Edomites rejoiced. Then they
joined the looters to pillage the treasures of Israel. Finally, when
Jews were trying to escape, the Edomite army captured them and
sold them into slavery. Lord, the Edomites did a hateful thing, and You

never forgot. You sent Obadiah to announce a punishment greater on
Edom than on the Israelites. They would be wiped out completely.
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That scares me. Don’t wipe me out for I have sinned. I plead the blood
of Christ to forgive all my sin, and You promised to remember my sins
no longer. Thank You, Lord, for cleansing and forgiveness.

The Edomites trusted in their mountain stronghold, but the
Nabataean Arabs vanquished them and occupied their territory. Only
those who trust in God have any security at all. Lord, I do not trust in

houses, policemen, armies, or retirement funds. I trust You to protect
me. I will use those resources for protection, but my trust is in You.

Nothing is known about Obadiah except that his name means
“servant of Yahweh.” Nothing! This tells us four things. First, being a
servant of God is more important than your family background or
experiences or preparations. Second, the message of the servant of
the Lord is more important than the messenger. Third, don’t bring
attention to yourself in ministry, but rather bring attention to the
message God gives you to deliver. Finally, the greatest thing that can
be said of all of us is we are “a servant of the Lord.” Lord, may I be like

Obadiah: may I be Your faithful servant and deliver Your message
faithfully.
Amen.
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PRAYERS FROM HAGGAI

INTRODUCTION
TO HAGGAI
Haggai and Zechariah were probably friends, because they
prophesied together. Haggai was more the preacher, because he
shook his long boney finger when he preached at the people for not
finishing building the Temple. Zechariah, who was not as
controversial, saw the visions of the coming future, and specifically
visions of Messiah to come. Haggai, the motivator, got the people
ready to work; Zechariah the teacher told them what blessings were
in store when they obeyed God.
Haggai began preaching two months before Zechariah on our
August 29, 520 B.C. (Hag. 1:1; Zech. 1:1)
Haggai’s name is Hagh, meaning “feast” suggesting he was
born on one of the Jewish feast days. The ending of his name was
“ah” in Hebrew, meaning the “festival of Jehovah.” This name
translated into Latin or Greek would have been “Festus.”
He must have been old, for he suggests he saw the first Temple,
i.e., “Saw this house in her former glory” (Hag. 2:3). The Temple was
destroyed in 586 B.C. and he began preaching in 520 B.C., i.e., 66
years later. So if Haggai saw the Temple when he was a 10 year-old
boy, he was 76 years old when he began preaching (that is very
possible because today I am still writing at 76 years old).
Haggai began preaching in the second year of King Darius of
Persia, the Babylonian kingdom fell in 539 B.C. and a year later
Persian King Cyrus issued an edict for the Jewish colonist in Babylon
to return home. Under the leadership of Governor Zerubbabel, 42,360
(Ezek. 2:64) returned to Palestine.
They were eager to worship the Lord according to the way
Moses instructed them, so they set up the altar on the old site (Ezek.
3:2-3; Hag. 2:14). They began worshipping the Lord.
Immediate plans were to rebuild the Temple and the
foundation was actually laid in the 2nd month of the 2nd year of their
return (Ezek. 3:8-10).
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The jealous Samaritan got the project halted. For 16 years
nothing happened. The Jews began building their own “ceiled house”
(Hag 1:4). Under the preaching of Haggai the people were aroused
from their lethargy and began rebuilding. Perhaps Haggai was one of
the most successful prophets—because the people did what he
preached—and 4 years later the structure was completed and
dedicated (Ezek. 6:15).
Another thing held back progress on rebuilding the Temple. On
the death of the Persian King, a usurper seized the throne for 2
months. Darius murdered him and succeeded to the throne, but he
had to fight 19 battles against other usurpers. He did not win his final
victory until a year after Haggai prophesied. Maybe this turmoil is
what Haggai meant by “the shaking of the nation” (Hag. 2:6-7, 21-11).
Each section of Haggai begins with the phrase, “Then came the
word of the Lord to Haggai.”
Haggai had 5 messengers to the people.
1:1-2
The time is now to rebuild.
1:3-14
The Lord’s rebuke because they interrupted the work.
2:1-9
Build the Temple.
2:10-19 The Lord’s rebuke for impurity among the priests.
3:20-23 The future destruction of Gentile power.
Haggai’s key phrase is “consider” (Hag. 1:5, 7). He calls the
people to “think about” or “consider” what he is telling them. The
word “consider” in the original King James Version, is translated
“think about it” in this manuscript.
Haggai and Zechariah were called to get the people to bring
back proper worship of the Lord. First, the people had to finish
rebuilding the Temple. Second, they had to repent of their attitudes
and outward sins. Haggai and Zechariah delivered three sermons in
4 months, and were imminently successful because the people
obeyed and began work immediately. The Temple was completed in
515 B.C.
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SCRIPTURE
REBUILD THE HOUSE OF YAHWEH
Haggai 1
The prophet Haggai spoke the message of Yahweh to
Zerubbabel and Joshua. Zerubbabel means “one who
was born in Babylon” or “seed of Babylon. His
Babylonian name was “Shesh-Bazzar,” and was governor
of Judah. Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, was the high
priest. This message came in the 2nd year that Darius
was king of Persia. It came on the 1st day of the 6th
month of the Hebrew lunar calendar. That would be on
August 29, 520 B.C. of that year. (The prophet Zechariah
was a contemporary of Haggai. Both of them began their
prophecies during that same year. Haggai spoke out 2
months before Zechariah’s message [Zech. 1:1].) This
was the message:
“This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: ‘This
group of people (He did not say “My people” because
they had neglected the service of God), says that the
right time has not come to rebuild the Temple.’”
Then the Lord spoke His word through the instrumentality of
Haggai the prophet:
“This Temple is still in ruins. Is it right for you to be living in
fancy houses? (Are you not inconsistent when you say
that it is not the proper time to rebuild God’s Temple, yet
you find the time to build your own fine homes?)”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “Just think
about what you have done. (“Set your hearts on your
ways.”)
You people have planted much grain, but you harvest very
little. You eat, but you do not become satisfied. You
drink, but you are still thirsty. You put on clothes, but no

Page 1 of 4

one is warm enough. You earn money, but then you lose
it all. It is as if you put it into a bag that is full of holes.”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “Just think
about what you have done.
Go up to the hill-country. Bring back some timber and rebuild
the Temple. Then I will be pleased with it, and I will be
honored,” says the Lord.
The LORD of the armies of heaven says: “You people continue
to look for much, yet you find little. And, when you bring
it home, I destroy it. Why? Because you people are so
busy working on your own houses, while my house is
still in ruins.
Therefore, because of you, the sky holds back its rain. And, the
soil holds back its crops.
I have summoned a long, dry drought upon the land. And, there
will be a famine on the hill-country, on the grain, on the
new wine, on the olive oil, on the plants which the
ground produces, on people, and on the cattle. The
drought will lie upon all of your hard work.”
THE PEOPLE OBEY GOD
Zerubbabel was the grandson of Shealtiel. And, Joshua the
high priest was the son of Jehozadak. Zerubbabel and
Joshua obeyed the Lord, their God. (From the time that
Haggai started preaching, it took 24 days to get action.)
And, they heeded the message from Haggai the prophet.
All the rest of the people who were left alive were
obedient, too. This was because they realized that the
Lord, their God, had sent Haggai. The people were
reverent in the presence of the Lord.
The Lord sent a message to Haggai, the Lord’s messenger.
Haggai delivered it to the people. He said: “The Lord
says, ‘I am with you.’”
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The Lord caused Zerubbabel and Joshua to be excited about the
rebuilding of the Temple. Zerubbabel the grandson of
Shealtiel was the governor of Judah. Joshua the son of
Jehozadak was the high priest.
The Lord also caused all the rest of the people who were still
alive to be excited, too. They came and worked on the
Temple of their God, the LORD of the armies of heaven.
They began on the 24th day of the 6th month (September 21,
520 B.C.). This was in the 2nd year that Darius was the
king of Persia.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Haggai 1

“Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying: ‘This people says,
“The time has not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be
built.”’” Haggai 1:2
Notice how God speaks to our intellectual understanding. We
are rational creatures, so God speaks to us through the mind. He
wants us to “think about” the issues and do the right thing. Correct
logic doesn’t make a thing right by itself, but God thinks and speaks
logically. Not the logic of the world, but the logic of truth. Lord, I know

You with my mind, so I will not deny what I know. I will “consider”
what I read in Your Word, and I will do what You say.

The Jews were hoarding their money, so God told them they
would not get satisfaction from the money they gathered or the
money they spent. The food they bought wouldn’t make them happy,
the clothes they purchased wouldn’t make them feel special, and the
bag where they kept their money had “holes” in it. Lord, all the money

I have, I yield it to Your use. Show me where to spend everything.
Guide me in managing my money. I will give back to You what I am
supposed to give to You. I will get happiness from You, not from
money.
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God told them He would be honored when they obeyed and
built His house (Hag. 1:8). Have you ever thought that when you
dishonor the things that represent God, you dishonor God? When you
dishonor the Lord’s Table, baptism, preaching, and marriage, you are
dishonoring God. Lord, I will honor all the things that honor You. Give

me reverence for the spiritual.

The people were greedy. “You looked for much” (Hag. 1:9). The
greater their greed for money, the greater their disappointment with
life. Those who find their satisfaction in God find the true meaning of
a satisfying life. Lord, I will seek first the Kingdom of God and Your

honor in my life, then I will find the secret to the meaning of life.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH’S HOUSE WILL BE FILLED WITH GLORY
Haggai 2
The LORD spoke His word through Haggai the prophet on the 21st day
in the 7th month, Tishri, the 7th month of the Hebrew year; that
is on October 17, 520 B.C. The Feast of Tabernacles occurred
during this time saying:
“Speak now to Zerubbabel the grandson of Shealtiel, the governor of
Judah. Speak also to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high
priest. And, speak to the rest of the people who are still alive.
Say this: ‘Do any of you who are still alive remember how
beautiful the Temple of Solomon was before it was destroyed?
(66 years earlier). What does it look like now? Does it seem
like nothing to you?’”
But the LORD says: “O Zerubbabel, be brave. O Joshua, the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, be brave. And, all you people of the
land, be brave,” says the Lord. “Do the work, because I am with
you,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“I made a covenant with you when you came out of Egypt. And, My
Spirit is still with you. So, don’t be afraid.”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “In a short time, I
will shake the heavens and the earth once again. And, I will
shake the ocean and the dry land.
And, I will shake all the nations. The Desired One by all the nations
will come (Jesus Christ). Then I will fill this Temple with
splendor,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“The silver is Mine, (these Jews were disappointed that precious
metals were absent from the second Temple, but God would
adorn it with the glory of His own self as He saw fit) and the
gold is Mine,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“The latter splendor of this Temple shall be greater than the former
splendor,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven. “And, in this
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place, Jerusalem, I will give peace,” says the LORD of the armies
of heaven.
BLESSINGS FOR A PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN DEFILED
The LORD spoke His word to Haggai the prophet. This happened on
the 24th day of the 9th month, the Jewish month of Chisleu; that
is, (December 18, 520 B.C.) It was in the 2nd year that Darius
was king of Persia.
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “Ask the priests
now what the teachings of Moses say.
Listen, if in the fold of his clothes a person carries some meat that
has been made holy for God, and suppose that fold touches
some bread, cooked food, wine, olive oil, or another type of
food, will that thing which the fold touched be made holy for
God, too?”
The priests answered, “No.”
Then Haggai said, “If a person touches a corpse, he will become
‘unclean.’ If he touches any of these foods, will it become
unclean, too?”
The priests answered, “Yes, it would become unclean.”
Then Haggai answered, “The LORD says: ‘This is also true for the
people of this nation in My presence. They are “unclean,” and
everything they offer at the altar with their hands is “unclean.”
Just think about this from now on. Think about how it was before you
started piling stones on top of stones, before you started
rebuilding the Temple of the LORD.
From that time on, a person used to come to a pile of grain expecting
to find 20 basketfuls, but there would only be 10 basketfuls.
And someone used to come to the wine-vat to draw out 50
jarfuls from the trough, but there would only be 20 jarfuls.
I destroyed your people and all your labors with crop diseases,
with mildew, and with hail. Yet you still did not come
back to Me.’ says the LORD.
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‘It is the 24th day of the 9th month. On this day, the people have
finished working on top of the original foundation of the
Temple of the LORD. From now on, you must really think
about these things.
‘Do you have seeds for your crops already in the barn? No!
Your vines and olive trees are not producing fruit yet.
You don’t have any figs, pomegranates, or olives yet. But,
from this day forward, I will bless you!’”
GOD’S SIGNET RING
Then the LORD spoke His word a second time to Haggai. It was
on the 24th day of the month. This is what the LORD said:
“Tell Zerubbabel, the governor of Judah: ‘I’m going to shake the
heavens and the earth.
I will destroy the foreign kingdoms. I will take away the power
of the kingdoms of the nations. I will destroy the
chariots and their riders. The horses will go down with
their riders. People will kill each other with swords.’”
The LORD of the armies of heaven says this: “On that day, I will
take you, O Zerubbabel, the grandson of Shealtiel, My
Servant, and I will make you important, like my signet
ring—because I have chosen you,” says the LORD of the
armies of heaven.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Haggai 2

“‘And I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the
Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory,’ says the
Lord of hosts.” Haggai 2:7
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The people were worried about the political instability in the
world around them. Kind Darius was fighting one insurrection after
another. Perhaps the Jews were worried that the on-going political
turmoil would cause the new Jewish nation to collapse. Could that be
one contributing fact why the Jews were not rebuilding the Temple?
They didn’t want to waste the money on a Temple if their remnant
colony wouldn’t survive. Lord, teach me to trust You, and not political

governments. Help me look beyond political instability to see Your
plan in life. Help me remember that “You shake all the nations.”

Haggai pointed the people to the coming Messiah—Jesus
Christ—who would be the first answer to political problems. “They
shall come to the Desire of All Nations” (Hag. 2:7). Lord, I will work to

make my nation the best it can humanly become. Yet, I will look for
Jesus who will set up His Kingdom and He will rule the world in peace.

Haggai said that when contaminated food touched good food, it
didn’t become good. And that bad apples in a barrel don’t become
good just by touching good apples. Then he applies it to say that the
new altar will not become good, just by building it on the site of the
former altar (Hag. 2:12-14). Lord, remind me that one little sin pollutes

all it touches and one little wrong action corrupts my entire life. Lord,
I will be holy in heart so I may be holy in life.

Usually the work we do for God is not as big as we want it to be,
nor is it as perfect as we want it to be. In the same way the prophet
Haggai was encouraging the people not to look at the present size or
beauty of the Temple, as though that was it. He wanted them to focus
their attention on the future Temple and what a glorious thing it
would be. Lord, put within me a spirit of perfection that no matter

what I do, I can always do it better. Lord, keep me from getting
discouraged with today’s church, remind me of what the future will
be like. May I always have a great desire for the One who will come,
even Jesus.

God said He was going to make Zerubbubel His signet ring.
This was a reference to Zerubbabel as the type of the coming
Messiah Jesus, for Christ would come through the lineage of
Zerubbabel. This signet ring was used to demonstrate authority,
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because the ring had the official seal on it. Jesus Christ will
demonstrate the Father’s authority. Father, I come to You through

Jesus Christ, the One to whom all authority is given. Accept me as You
have accepted Christ.
Amen.
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PRAYERS FROM ZECHARIAH

INTRODUCTION
TO ZECHARIAH
Zechariah and Haggai both preached to the first generation of
returnees after they came back to Judea from the Babylonian exile.
In 536 B.C. the Temple foundation was laid. However, due to local
opposition, the work was discontinued for sixteen years. In 520 B.C.
God raised up these two prophets to stir up the nation to complete
the rebuilding of the Temple. Many of the economic hardships which
the people had experienced since they returned were caused by the
fact that, with no Temple in operation, the land was still polluted from
their former sins and it would not produce well.
The response to Zechariah and Haggai’s preaching was
immediate and complete. By 515 B.C., the Temple was finished and in
operation again. Zechariah 1-8 relates to the years of 520-518 B.C.
The oracles supported the leadership of Zerubbabel, the civil leader,
and Joshua, the high priest; especially in connection with the Temple
project. The glorious future of Jerusalem and the remnant that
returned is also vividly depicted.
Some of Zechariah’s visions are filled with rich apocalyptictype imagery.
Both Zerubbabel and Joshua were anointed leaders, and in
certain passages it is difficult to determine whether they are being
referred to, or whether it is a reference to the future Messiah (Jesus
of Nazareth). At any rate, Jesus’ dual Messianic role as both king and
priest finds its closest Old Testament basis here.
Zechariah 9-14 is very different from the earlier chapters in
that it deals exclusively with the future beyond Zechariah’s day. The
time-frame for the fulfillment of individual prophecies is a disputed
point among scholars, but several passages were seen by New
Testament writers as being fulfilled by Jesus. These include such
events as Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, his arrest, his
crucifixion, and his second coming.
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SCRIPTURE
RETURN TO YAHWEH
Zechariah 1
It was the 8th month, the Jewish month called “Bul,” our October/
November of the 2nd year of Darius. The LORD spoke His word
to the prophet, Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, who was the
son of Iddo. The LORD said: “The LORD was very angry with your
ancestors, so tell the people: ‘This is what the LORD of the
armies of heaven says.’ He says: ‘Return to Me, and I will return
to your people. Don’t be like your ancestors.’ In the past, the
prophets spoke to them, saying: ‘This is what the LORD of the
armies of heaven says: “Stop your evil ways and evil actions.
But they would not listen or pay any attention to Me,’” says the
LORD. ”Your ancestors are dead. And, those prophets did not
live forever. I commanded My words and My laws to My
servants, the prophets. They preached to your ancestors, who
did return to Me. Those prophets said: ‘The LORD of the armies
of heaven did what He said He would do. He punished us for the
way we lived and for what we did.’”
THE MAN ON THE RED HORSE
It was on the 24th day of the 11th month, which is called Shebat. It
was the 2nd year of Darius, king of Persia. The LORD spoke His
word to the prophet Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, who was
the son of Iddo:
During the night, I had a vision. Look, I saw a man riding a red horse.
He had stopped among some myrtle trees in the ravine. Behind
him were red, brown, and white horses.
Then I asked, “What are these, my lord?”
The angel who was talking to me answered, “I will show you what they
mean.”
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Then the man who was standing among the myrtle trees explained.
He said, “They are the ones that the LORD has sent to go
throughout the earth.”
Then the riders spoke to the Angel of the LORD who was standing
among the myrtle trees. They said, “We have gone throughout
the earth. Listen, the whole world is calm and quiet.”
Then the Angel of the LORD asked, “O LORD Who Is Always Present of
the armies of heaven, how long will it be before You show
mercy to Jerusalem and the towns of Judah? You have been
angry with them for these 70 years now.” Then the LORD
answered the angel who was talking with me. His words were
comforting and good.
Then that angel told me, “Announce this: ‘This is what the LORD of
heaven says: “I have a strong love for Jerusalem, and for Zion. I
am very angry with the nations that feel so smug. I was only a
little angry with My people, but the nations made things far
worse for My people.”’”
So, this is what the LORD says: “I will return to Jerusalem with mercy.
My Temple will be rebuilt there. (At this particular time, the
second Temple of Zerubbabel had not been built; only its
foundations were laid (Haggai 2:18). This lesser Temple was
not completed until the 6th year of King Darius, in 516 B.C.),”
says the LORD of the armies of heaven. “And the measuring-line
will be used to rebuild Jerusalem.”
Also announce: “This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says:
‘My towns will be prosperous again. I will comfort Zion once
again. I will choose Jerusalem once more.”’”
THE FOUR HORNS
Then I looked up and saw 4 ox horns. (Horns were a symbol of power
and pride.) I asked the angel who was talking with me, “What
are these?”
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He said, “These are the strong nations that scattered the people of
Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.” Then the LORD showed me 4
workmen. And I asked, “What are they coming to do?”
He answered, “They have come to strike terror into the horns and
throw them down. The horns represent the strong nations that
attacked the land of Judah. Those horns scattered the people
of Judah. No one could even lift up his head.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 1

“‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the Lord of
hosts.” Zechariah 4:6
Zechariah began prophesying in 520 B.C., about 2 months after
Haggai prophesied. The Babylonian kingdom fell to the MedoPersian Empire in 539 B.C., and, a year later, King Cyrus specifically
predicted by Isaiah 44:24-28; 45:1-13, issued a decree which allowed
some of the Jews to return to their homeland (2 Chron. 36:22-23 and
Ezra 1:1-11; 2:1ff). Approximately 42,000 of the exiles made the long
trip under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua (Ezra 2:2,64). By
536 B.C., the first group had arrived in Palestine and laid the
foundation of the Temple. However, because of opposition from
neighboring peoples, work on the Temple stopped (see Ezra 4:4-5).
Construction was not resumed until God raised up two prophets
(Haggai and Zechariah) 16 years later. They preached to the Jewish
people about the need to complete the reconstruction project.
Haggai delivered 4 stern messages over a 4-month period (from
September to December) in 520 B.C. The rebuilding of the Temple
was finally completed in 515 B.C. when Darius recognized the official
decree that permitted the Jews to return to Palestine and rebuild the
Temple.
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The combined preaching of these two prophets—Haggai and
Zechariah—was perhaps the most effective preaching ever. The
people began building the Temple immediately, and didn’t stop until
it was finished. Lord, thank You for effective preachers of Your Word.

May Your preachers be effective today. Use me as You used Haggai
and Zechariah.
Zechariah reminds the people that the Lord is as angry with
them in their day, as He was with their forefathers. The Lord says,
“Don’t be like your fathers” (v. 4). Lord, You never change. You are

always angry with disobedience and rebelling. I repent of my
laziness, and disobedience, and procrastination. Forgive me for my
rebellion. Help me obey instantly when you speak. Don’t deal with
me in judgment, but look at me through eyes of grace.

The Lord says, “I have a strong love for Jerusalem” (v. 14) and “I
will return to Jerusalem” (v. 16). There are places where God
delights to visit and manifest Himself. Jerusalem is one of these
places. Other places were Bethlehem, Nazareth, Mt. Sinai, and
around the Sea of Galilee. There are places that we have
experienced God’s presence, such as the site where we were saved,
the site where our prayers were prayed and answered, and churches
where the atmospheric presence of God was felt. Lord, I love those
places when You manifest Yourself to me. I will go back to them

when I feel empty. But when I can’t go physically, I will visit them in
my mind. I will seek Your presence everywhere. You have said, “I am
with you always, even unto the end of the world” (Matt. 28:20, KJV).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
MAN WITH A MEASURING LINE
Zechariah 2
Then I looked up, and, behold, I saw a man holding a measuringline. I asked him, “Where are you going?”
He said to me, “I am going to measure Jerusalem. I will see how
wide it is and how long it is.”
Then, behold, the angel who was talking with me left. And
another angel came out to meet him. The second angel
said to him, “Run and tell this to that young man
(Zechariah), ‘Jerusalem will become a city that goes beyond
walls, because there will be so many people and cattle in
it.’” The LORD says: “I will become like a wall of fire around
it. And, I will be the glory within it.
Hurry up. Hurry up. Run away from the land of the north. I have
scattered your people in all directions,” says the LORD.
“Hurry up, O Zion! You who live within Babylon, escape. Why?
Because this is what the LORD of the armies of heaven
says: ‘Whoever hurts you hurts what is the most precious to
Me.’ (literally, “the one who touches you touches the apple
of my eye”).
The LORD will honor me, and He will send me to speak against
those nations who plundered you. Look, I will raise My hand
against them. They will become plunder for those who
served them.
Then you will know that the LORD of the armies of heaven has
sent me.
“Sing out and be glad, O Jerusalem. Look, I am coming, and I will
live among you,” says the LORD.
At that time, people from many nations will come to the LORD.
And, they will become My people. I will live among you.
And, you will know that the LORD of the armies of heaven
has sent me to you. And, the LORD will inherit Judah as His
portion in the holy land. And, He will choose Jerusalem
again. Everyone, be silent in the presence of the LORD.
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Why? Because He has roused Himself from His holy
dwelling place.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 2

“Run, speak to this young man, saying: ‘Jerusalem shall
be inhabited as towns without walls, because of the
multitude of men and livestock in it.” Zechariah 2:4
God loves Jerusalem and shows it in two ways. First, God
will protect Jerusalem. God says He will be a “wall of fire” around
the city. Don’t you think that’s better protection than high stone
walls? Fire would burn anyone who tried to climb this burning
wall, or fire would protect the city from anyone or thing that tried
to penetrate it. Lord, I know Your protection for Jerusalem will be

great, but Your protection of me will be even greater. As much as
You love a city, You love people even more. Lord, I feel secure
when You protect me.

That brings us to a second point about protection. Did you
see the statement, “I will”? The protection will be greater than a
wall of actual fire. God Himself will protect the city of Jerusalem.
And if God stretches Himself around a city, what about God’s love
that stretches around you to protect you? Lord, I pray daily,

“Deliver me from evil” which means I ask You to deliver me from
the Evil One. If Satan can’t tempt me to sin, he will try to destroy
me with persecution or trials. He even uses accidents to destroy
Your people. Protect me by Your presence.
Earlier I said the first thing was God’s protection of
Jerusalem. The second thing is God will be the glory of
Jerusalem. Just as the city is glorious when God’s presence is
there, so the believers are glorious when God comes to live within
them. Lord, live in me, and shine Your glory through me. May

others see Christ in me and glorify You for what you’ve done in my
life.

Another thing, those who receive the presence of God
should sing and rejoice. “Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion!

Page 2 of 3

For behold, I am coming and I will dwell in your midst,” says the
LORD (v. 10). When is the last time you’ve sung to praise God for
living in your life? If you’re reading this quietly, throw back your
head and sing loudly in your heart to God. Sing because He lives
within your heart. Lord, I rejoice because You live within me.

Some ask me why I sing and how I know Christ lives within my
heart. You live there because I asked You to come in (John 1:12)
and because Your Word promises You live within those who
believe in You (Col. 1:27).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
A VISION ABOUT JOSHUA
Zechariah 3
Then God showed me Joshua, the high priest. He was standing in the
presence of the Angel of the LORD. And Satan was standing
next to Joshua’s right side ready to accuse him. The LORD said
to Satan, “O Satan, I, the LORD, rebuke you. I am the One who has
chosen Jerusalem, and I rebuke you.” It was like a burning
stick that was snatched out of the fire.
Now Joshua was standing in the presence of the Angel. And, Joshua
was wearing dirty clothes. (The priesthood had become
defiled and polluted.) Then the Angel spoke to the angels who
were standing near him saying, “Take those dirty clothes off
Joshua.”
Then the Angel said to Joshua, “Look, I have taken away your sin, and I
am giving you some nice clothes.”
Then I said, “Put a clean priestly turban on his head.” (This act
reinstated Joshua as high priest, so that Israel had a divinelyauthorized priestly mediator once again.) So, they put a clean
turban on his head. They also dressed him while the Angel of
the LORD stood there.
Then the Angel of the LORD commanded Joshua: “This is what the
LORD of the armies of heaven says: ‘Do as I tell you, and serve
Me. Then you will be in charge of My Temple. You will take care
of My courtyards. And, I will let you be with these angels who
are standing here.
Listen now, O Joshua, you are the high priest, for the people are with
you. You represent things that will happen. Look, I am going to
bring forth My Servant called “The Branch” (a tender branch
coming from the almost extinct, royal lineage of David.) Look, I
put this Stone in front of Joshua. The Stone had 7 sides.
Behold, I will carve a message on it,’ says the LORD of the

Page 1 of 3

armies of heaven. ‘And, in one day, (when Christ died for the
sins of the whole world), I will take away the sin of this land.’”
The LORD of the armies of heaven says: “On that day, each of you will
invite your neighbor to join you; you will sit together under
your own grapevine and under your own fig tree.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 3

“Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before
the Angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to
oppose him.” Zechariah 3:1
Zechariah saw Joshua the High Priest ministering to God for
people, and beside him, Satan was standing there to resist him.
Zechariah must have had supernatural vision to see Satan. God
showed this picture to Zechariah because that’s the way it is in
spiritual circles. Every time you want to do something for God, Satan
is right beside you to stop what you’re doing, or to slow down any
progress in the work of God. Lord, I’ve never seen Satan in my

presence, but I believe it’s because You said Satan was there. Thank
You for this picture so I’ll protect myself with prayer and the Word of
God. Lord, give me wisdom to know how to thwart Satan’s attacks, and
give me power to do Your will in victory.

Satan is greater than any human, and we can’t stand against
him in our own strength. “He who is in you is greater than he who is in
the world” (1 John 4:4). Lord, I can’t resist Satan in my strength. I
claim the Scripture, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan” (v. 2). Lord, come

stop Satan’s influence on my life. I want victory, I claim victory, and I
will resist Satan. But, it will be Your power that defeats him. Come
protect me, and do Your work through me. I need you every moment
of the day.
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Joshua’s clothes were dirty when he stood in God’s presence.
It’s a picture of the things we try to do right. “All our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags in God’s sight” (Isa. 64:6). Lord, I confess my good

works are only rags in Your sight. Dress me in the righteousness of
Jesus Christ and I will be pure and acceptable to stand in Your
presence.

Christ is called a branch, which is like a live sprout that
springs up out of the dead roots or a stump of an old tree that has
been cut down. The Kingdom of David that ruled from Jerusalem was
cut down by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 B.C. But the great tree that was
the Kingdom of David will come back in a sprout—a branch—that
will grow. Jesus is the branch who will rule from Jerusalem in the
future millennium. Did you see that the branch is described as a
“servant”; that’s the theme of the gospel of Mark, “For even the Son of
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a
ransom for many” (Mark 10:45). Lord, thank You for the promise that

Christ will come back as the Servant-King. What I see predicted in
the Old Testament is fulfilled in the New Testament. Truly, Yours is a
Amen.
supernatural book and its promises have transformed me.
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SCRIPTURE
THE GOLDEN LAMP STAND
Zechariah 4
Then the angel who was talking with me returned. He woke me up
from what seemed like sleep. He asked me, “What do you
see?”
I said, “Behold, I see a lampstand completely made of gold. And, there
is a bowl on top of it for the oil. And, there are 7 lamps on the
lampstand. And, at the top, there are also 49 slits to supply the
wicks with oil. There are 2 olive trees beside it. One is on the
right side of the bowl, and one is on its left.”
I asked the angel who talked with me, “My lord, what are these?”
The angel who spoke to me answered, “Don’t you know what they
are?”
I said, “No, my lord.”
Then he told me: “This is the LORD’S message to Zerubbabel
(Zerubbabel was the governor of Judah, appointed by the King
of Persia.) ‘You will not succeed by your own strength or power.
No, it will come through My Spirit,’ says the LORD of the armies
of heaven.
‘No mountain can stand in Zerubbabel’s way; it will be become a plain
in front of Zerubbabel. Then he will bring out the most
important stone with shouts of: “It’s beautiful! It’s beautiful!”’
Then the LORD spoke His word to me again saying,
“Zerubbabel has laid the foundation of this Temple. He will also
complete it. Then you will know that the LORD of the armies of
heaven has sent me to you people.
The people should not think that small beginnings are unimportant.
(literally, ‘For who has despised the day of small things?’ The
Jewish people were disappointed because they thought very
little progress was being made toward reconstruction.) They
will be happy when they see Zerubbabel with the tools for
rebuilding the Temple.
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These 7 lamps represent the eyes of the LORD. They look back and
forth across the entire earth.”
Then I asked the angel, “What are these 2 olive trees on the right side
of the lampstand and on its left?”
I also asked him, “What are the 2 clusters of olives next to the two
gold tubes that pour out the golden oil?”
He answered me: “Don’t you know what these mean?”
I said, “No, my lord.”
So he said, “They represent 2 anointed men. They are at the service
of the Lord of all the earth!” (The 2 men are Zerubbabel and
Joshua.)
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 4

“Do not despise the day of small things.” Zechariah 4:10, ELT
The Jews who returned to Jerusalem from Babylon were a
small remnant and The wall, Temple, and houses of Jerusalem would
not be as glorious as the city destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar.
Compared to the power and majesty of the Babylonian Empire, the
work of God was a small thing. It’s still that way today. As big as a
church can get, still it doesn’t compare in size to some rock concerts
or worldly attractions. Our work seems small. But God tells us not to
look down on the small things that only seem small. Lord, I will not

compare Your inward work within the heart to the outward show of
the world. Outwardly the church seems small, but it is powerful to

transform drunks, make godly women out of prostitutes, and turn a
murderer into an apostle Paul. Lord, give me Your eye to see Your

work from the divine perspective.

Forgive my pessimism, and
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complaining about being small. Lord, help me see Your work or
potential for what You’re doing and will do.

There’s another thing about small works. What we people do is
small, while God does great supernatural works. What’s greater than
transforming a person? Remember, God’s work is done “‘Not by might
nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts” (Zech. 4:6).

Lord, I will look to the Holy Spirit who does the real spiritual work. It is
not me, nor is it human effort. Lord, it’s Your Spirit. So today, Holy
Spirit come to me, indwell my heart, anoint my words; use me in the
work of Jesus Christ. I can’t do it without You!

The “two anointed ones” (v. 14) were Zerubbabal and Joshua.
God has always used a human person to get His work done; always
has, always will. Lord, I will be Your servant. Use me, cleanse me, and

fill me with Your power. If You don’t do the work through me, I can’t
get it done.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE FLYING SCROLL
Zechariah 5
Turning around, I looked up again. And, behold, I saw a flying scroll.
The angel asked me, “What do you see?”
I answered, “I see a flying scroll. It is 30 feet long and 15 feet wide.”
And he said to me, “This scroll is the curse that will go forth over the
surface of the entire world. According to what it says on one
side of the scroll, every thief will be cut off. And, according to
what it says on the other side of the scroll, everyone who
makes false promises will be cut off. The LORD of the armies of
heaven says: ‘I will send out the curse. And, it will go into the
houses of thieves. I will also send it to those who use My Name
to make false promises. It will stay in that person’s house, and
it will destroy the house along with its wood and stones.’”
THE WOMAN INSIDE THE BASKET
Then the angel who was talking with me came forward and said, “Look
up and see what is coming out.”
I asked, “What is it?”
He answered, “It is a measuring-basket (about 1 bushel) that is
coming.” He also said, “It represents the sin of the people in
the entire land.”
Then I saw a heavy lid made of lead raised up. And in it was a woman
(perhaps an idol representing prostitution) sitting in the
middle of the measuring-basket.
The angel said, “The woman represents evil.” Then he pushed her
back into the measuring-basket. And he slammed the lid back
down tightly.
Then I looked up. And, behold, I saw two women ( the Assyrians and
the Babylonians) coming out. They had wind in their wings.
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Their wings were like the powerful wings of a stork. They lifted
up the measuring-basket between the earth and the sky.
Then I spoke to the angel who had talked with me, and asked, “Where
are they taking the measuring-basket?”
He answered me, “They are going to the country of Babylonia to build
a Temple for it. When the Temple is ready, they will set the
measuring-basket there in its own place.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 5

“Third Commandment: You shall not take the name of the
LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who
takes His name in vain” Exodus 20:7. Ninth Commandment: “You
shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” Exodus 20:16
Zechariah mentions two sins that must be judged by God. The
sin of cursing breaks the first tablet of the Commandments, and the
sin of lying breaks the second tablet. To curse is to violate God’s
reverence, and to lie is to violate a neighbor’s rights. Therefore, these
2 sins cover the whole spectrum of evil, i.e., sin against God and sin
against others. Lord, I will not curse with Your name. When and if I

have cursed in the past—forgive me. Indwell my heart and guard my
mouth as I might not sin with a curse word.
The second sin is lying to another person (v. 4). We may lie to
another person, but anyone with a conscience knows when they are
lying. Only babies and mentally incompetent people don’t know when
they lie. So the sin of lying against anything is really a sin against
ourselves. Lord forgive every lie I’ve ever told, both intentionally and

ignorantly. Christ, You are the truth. I want to be like You; I want to
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speak the truth. Lord, keep me from lying to others; and when others
lie to me, protect me.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE FOUR CHARIOTS
Zechariah 6
I looked up again, and saw there were 4 chariots coming from
between 2 mountains (Mount Moriah and Mount Zion). And, the
mountains were made of bronze. Red horses were with the
1st chariot. Black horses were with the 2nd chariot. White
horses were with the 3rd chariot. And big, spotted, gray
horses were with the 4th chariot. (See the 4 horsemen of the
Apocalypse, Rev. 6:1-8.) Then I spoke to the angel who was
talking with me. I asked, “What are these, my lord?”
That angel answered me, “These are going forth to the 4 directions
of the sky. They have just come from being in the presence of
the Lord of all the earth. The chariot which was with the black
horses will go forth into the northern country. And, the white
horses will go forth to the west. And, the spotted horses will
go forth to the southern country.”
The powerful horses were champing at the bit because of their
impatience to go forth throughout all the earth. So he said, “Go
throughout all the earth!” And they did.
Then he called out to me, saying, “Look, the horses that went out to
the northern country have caused my anger to be satisfied in
the northern country.” (Babylon, God’s punishment of the other
world kingdoms would follow in years to come.)
CROWNS FOR JOSHUA
The LORD spoke His word to me saying, “Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah
are exiles who have come from Babylon. On the same day, go to
the house of Josiah, the son of Zephaniah. Take some silver
and gold, and shape it into a double crown. Then put it on the
head of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak. Joshua is the high priest.
Tell him that this is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says:
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‘Look, there is a man whose name is “The Branch.” He will
flourish from where he is. And, he will build the Temple of the
LORD. (The double crown on Joshua’s head symbolized that the
true priesthood of God and His kingdom would someday be
conferred upon just ONE individual—the Messiah, who is Jesus
Christ [Heb. 7:1-21]. Ezekiel foresaw it [Eze. 40:1-43:27].) He is the
One who will build the Temple of the LORD. He will receive royal
honor. He will sit upon his throne and he will rule. And, there
will be a priest beside his throne. And, there will be harmony
between the two (the kingly and the priestly offices of Christ).
The crown will be kept in the Temple of the LORD. It will remind
Heldai, Tobijah, Jedaiah, and Josiah, the son of Zephaniah, of
God’s true King. And, people who are living far away will come
and help to build the Temple of the LORD. Then you will know
that the LORD of the armies of heaven has sent me to you. This
will happen, if your people will completely obey the LORD, your
God.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 6

“These are the 4 spirits going forth to 4 directions of the
sky. They have just come from being in the presence of the
Lord.” Zechariah 6:5, ELT.
Zechariah sees 4 spirits which are the 4 world empires that
were predicted in Daniel. The first: Babylon and Nebuchadnezzar; the
second: Media-Persia and Cyrus; the third: Greece and Alexander the
Great; the fourth: Rome and the Caesars. God allowed these 4
empires to rule the known world. They reached to the limits of their
greed and ambition. Throughout Scriptures, God tells the next to rule
the world will be Jesus Christ. Lord, I take confidence in Your control
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of evil nations. You allow them to go only so far, then you stop them.
Lord, control the world around me today.

Perhaps God allowed 4 world rulers to let us see that ruling the
world could be done—so Christ will rule the world. Also, God allowed
these empires to express their evil ambitions to tell us that human
government will never be perfect. But when Christ rules, then peace
will come and all men will trust all other men rightly. Lord, I pray the

Lord’s Prayer, “Thy Kingdom come . . . on earth as You rule in heaven.”
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
SHOW JUSTICE AND MERCY TOWARD OTHERS
Zechariah 7
It was in the 4th year of the rule of King Darius of Persia . (This was
almost 2 years after the previous prophecies (Zech. 1:1ff), and 2
years before the completion of the second Temple.) It was on
the 4th day of the 9th month in Chisleu (November-December)
when the LORD spoke His word to Zechariah.
The town of Bethel sent Sharezer and Regem-Melech and his men to
ask the LORD a question. They went to speak to the prophets
and the priests who were at the Temple of the LORD of the
armies of heaven. The men said, “For many years, the 5th
month of each year has been a tradition to show our sadness
and consecrate ourselves to you. (To continue to
commemorate the fall of the Temple and Jerusalem in 586 B.C.)
Should we continue keeping this custom ?”
The LORD of the armies of heaven spoke His word to me. He said, “Tell
this to the priests and to all the people in the country: ‘Indeed,
for 70 years, you fasted and mourned in the 5th and 7th
months, but was that really for Me? No! (Mere abstinence from
food did not constitute sincere repentance.) And, when your
people ate and drank, wasn’t that for yourselves? Yes! Didn’t
the LORD use earlier prophets to preach the same thing? Yes!
At that time, Jerusalem and her surrounding villages were
filled with people and prosperity. Many people lived in the
Negev (south desert) and in the western foothills.’”
And the LORD spoke His word to Zechariah again :
“This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: ‘Do what is
right and fair. Be kind and merciful to each other. Don’t
mistreat (or, “oppress”) the widows and the orphans, the
foreigners, or the poor people. Don’t even think of doing harm
to anyone else.’”
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But they refused to pay attention. They became stubborn. They
would not listen. They made their hearts as hard as a rock .
They would not heed the teachings. And, they would not listen
to the words which the LORD of the armies of heaven had sent
by His Spirit through the earlier prophets. Therefore, great
punishment came from the LORD of the armies of heaven.
The LORD of the armies of heaven says: “When I called to them, they
would not listen. So, when they called to Me, I would not listen.
And, like a storm, I blew them away to all the other countries,
which they did not know. So, the good land was ruined; no one
could live there. That’s the way they left it.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 7

“Now, therefore,” says the LORD, "Turn to Me with all your
heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning." Joel 2:12
Has a tradition ever lost its meaning to you? Like going to the
cemetery on the date when a loved one died to remember them
and/or thank God for them. But after awhile, the trip lost its meaning,
or you wish you didn’t have to go? That happened to Israel. They
fasted and held a solemn service (a service to ask for forgiveness, not
to rejoice or even to worship God) on the 5th month. That was the
month the Temple and Jerusalem were destroyed. Now the Temple
was being re-built. They asked God, “Do we still have to fast on the 5th
month?” Lord, it’s good to remember my failures because there I see

Your forgiveness and restorative power. Lord, I will look back and
praise You for Your patience. Thank You for not destroying me. Now I
will serve You with all my heart.

The Lord asked then, “Was that really for me?” (v. 5). They had to
answer “No.” We’re the same way. We are more concerned with our
feelings, and our losses, and our present state than we are with God.
We have to ask “What did God get when we exercised our traditional
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remembrance service?” We must be as concerned about God’s
feelings as we are with our loss or pain. Lord, I worship You for Your

goodness to keep Your hand on me. I magnify You for Your
forgiveness and restoration. I would be nothing without You. I lift You
up in my life for all the good things I have.

The people reminded God they also fasted on the 7th month. This
was the normal Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) fast. The people
decided to fast on the 5th month, but God had commanded them to fast
on the 7th month. “On the tenth day of the seventh month of each year,
you must go without eating to show sorrow for your sins” (Lev. 16:29,
CEV). When the High Priest went into the Holy of Holies to offer blood
for the forgiveness of the sins of the nation, the sins of each Israelite
were not blotted out if they didn’t identify with the sacrifice by
showing remorse in fasting. Lord, I confess my heart is sometimes

hard and sometimes I have doubts. Forgive me! I will fast to search
my heart to find any sin that breaks my fellowship with You. I will turn
away from earthly food to “taste and see that You, the Lord, are good”
(Ps. 34:8).
The Lord reminded Israel that their fasting and prayers were no
good if they did not live righteously with all people, especially the
poor and downtrodden. He said, “Do what is right and fair” (v. 9). Lord,
forgive me when my prayer-life and my charity-life are not balanced.

I will do the right thing for the poor and needy.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JERUSALEM WILL BE RESTORED
Zechariah 8
The LORD of the armies of heaven spoke His word to me again. “I have
a very strong love for Zion. I love her intensely. I will return to
Zion. I will dwell inside Jerusalem. Then it will be called ‘the
City of Truth.’ And, the mountain of the LORD of the armies of
heaven will be called ‘the Holy Mountain.’
Old men and women will again sit along Jerusalem’s streets. Each
man will carry a cane because of his advanced age. And the
streets of the city will be full of boys and girls playing there.
Those who are left alive at that time may think that such a thing
would be too difficult to come true. (The Jews who returned to
Jerusalem and witnessed the devastation could hardly believe
that such a transformation was possible.) But it is not too
difficult for Me,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “Listen, I will
rescue My people from the land of the east and from the land of
the west. I will bring them back home again to Palestine. They
will live inside Jerusalem. They will be My people and I will be
their God in truth and in righteousness.”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “Be strong (don’t
give up) you who are hearing these words today. The prophets
spoke these words when the foundation was laid for the
rebuilding of the Temple of the LORD of the armies of heaven.
Before that time, there was no money to hire men or animals.
People could not come and go safely because of the enemy. I
had turned everyone against his own neighbor. But I will not
deal with these people who are left alive as I did in the past,”
says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“Their seeds will come up. Their grapevines will bear fruit. The
ground will produce good crops. And, the skies will send rain. I
will give all of this to these people who survived the exile. O
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household of Judah and Israel, your names have been used as
curses among the nations. Nevertheless, I will rescue you.
And, I will be a blessing to you. So, don’t be afraid. Be strong.”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “Your ancestors
caused Me to become very angry. Therefore, I planned to
punish you with disasters, and I did not change My mind,” says
the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“In the same way, these days, I am now planning to do good to
Jerusalem and to the household of Judah. So, don’t be afraid.
These are the things that you must do: Let each one speak the
truth to the other person. Judge with truth and fairness in your
courts. Don’t plot in your minds to harm your neighbors. And,
don’t make false promises. I hate all such things,” says the
LORD.
The LORD of the armies of heaven spoke His word to me again saying,
“You have special traditional days when you fast. These days
are in the 4th, 5th, 7th, and 10th months. Those days will
become good, joyful, and happy festivals to the household of
Judah, but you must always love truth and peace.”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “Many types of
people will still come to Jerusalem from many foreign cities to
attend these celebrations. People coming from one town will
say to those from another town, ‘We are traveling to pray to the
LORD. We want to ask the LORD of the armies of heaven for help.
Come, go with us.’ Many different kinds of people and powerful
nations will come to Jerusalem. They will worship the LORD of
the armies of heaven. They will pray to the LORD.”
This is what the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “At that time, 10
men from different countries speaking all different languages
will come. And, they will grab hold of a Jew by his coat. They
will say to him: ‘Let us go with you. We have heard that God is
with your people.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY

Page 2 of 4

Zechariah 8

“This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says: ‘My love for
Mount Zion is passionate and strong; I am consumed with passion
for Jerusalem.’” Zechariah 8:2, NLT
One of the greatest promises God makes to His people is “I will
dwell inside Jerusalem.” As great as that was for the Old Testament,
think of Jesus’ promise, “I am with you always, even to the end of the
age” (Matt. 28:20). Lord, I am overwhelmed that You would live with
me, and You dwell in me (John 14:20). Lord, help me be a good

testimony to Your indwelling. Thank You for Your presence. I will talk
to You as I go about my daily activities. Don’t ever leave me.

The Lord loves Jerusalem (v. 2); it’s the city where He dwelt in
the Temple, and the place where His people lived. Lord, I will pray for

the peace of Jerusalem (Ps. 122:6). I look forward to returning there,
not because of its historical value, but You will live there in the
future.

The Lord promises His people—the Jews—will be blessed by
Him in the future. They will live in peace, and their land will prosper.
They would enjoy their old age and the people of the world would
respect them. Lord, thank You for what You will do for Your people,

Israel. I look forward to living with You in the future. Now for today, I
look to You to protect and guide me. May I glorify You today.

Did you see that in the future some would have a hard time
believing what God will do for them? Those who are left alive at that
time may think that such a thing would be too difficult to come true (v.
6). The Hebrew says, “Too wonderful to come true.” Why is it we have
difficulty with faith? God promises us good things, and we have
difficulty accepting God’s promises, or maybe we’re just inbred
pessimistic. We can’t believe good things will happen. Lord, You
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promise me so much, but I live in spiritual poverty. Lord, You want to
give me power to overcome mountains, but I have difficulties with
pebbles in the road. Lord, You promise to give me the things for
which I ask, but I am gagged by unbelief. Forgive me for my unbelief.
I believe, help Thou my unbelief (Mark 9:24).
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH WILL JUDGE ISRAEL’S ENEMIES
Zechariah 9
This message is the word of the LORD. (This is an accurate prophecy
of Alexander the Great’s conquest of Syria, following his signal
victory in 333 B.C. at the battle of Issus. This young, Greek
general punished the Philistine remnant and the Samaritans,
but he made peace with Jerusalem.) It is against the land of
Hadrach and it will fall upon the city of Damascus, the citystate of Syria). All the tribes of Israel and the towns of Syria
belong to the LORD. The LORD’S message is also directed
against the city of Hamath, (Hamath was the name of another
capital city of a Syrian kingdom, as well as that district itself),
which is on the border of Damascus. His message is against
Tyre and Sidon even though they are very skillful.
The city of Tyre has built herself a fortress.
The people have piled up silver like dust.
They possess as much gold as the mud in the streets. But, the Lord
will strip away everything she has.
God will hurl her riches into the ocean. Fire will eat her up.
The city of Ashkelon will see this and be afraid. The people of Gaza
will tremble with great fear.
And, the people of Ekron will lose all hope. The king of Gaza will die.
And, Ashkelon will be uninhabited. Foreigners will live in Ashdod.
The LORD says, “I will destroy the pride of the Philistines. I will stop
them from drinking blood.
They will not eat any other forbidden food. Those who survive will
belong to our God.
They will be like a clan in Judah.
And, Ekron will become like the Jebusites. Then I will protect My
Temple from any army that may march by. (Alexander the
Great’s worldwide revolution which displaced the MedoPersian Empire would not result in the destruction of God’s
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people. The High Priest set up a table with this scroll and
Daniel’s prophecy at the gate of Jerusalem. They told
Alexander the Great, ‘We knew you were coming because the
prophets predicted it.’ As a result, Alexander by-passed
Jerusalem.) No oppressor will ever mistreat My people again
because I am guarding it now.”
A KING IS COMING
“Rejoice greatly, O you people of Zion.
Shout for joy, O you people of Jerusalem. Behold, your King is
coming to you.
He does what is right and will have salvation in Himself.
He is gentle and riding on a donkey,(a peaceful animal).
Even upon a young donkey, born of a work animal.
The LORD says: “I will take away the chariots from Ephraim
and the war-horses from Jerusalem.
The bows used in battle will be broken.
The new King will talk to the nations about peace.
His kingdom will go from sea to sea,
and from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth.
As for you, O My people, because of My covenant with you,
because of the blood, I will set your prisoners free from
captivity,
which is like a dry pit.
O you prisoners who have hope,
return to your Stronghold.
Today I am declaring that
I will restore to you twice as much as you had before.
I will bend Judah just like My bow.
And, Ephraim will be like an arrow.
O Zion, I will employ your men
to fight the men of Greece (after the breakup of Alexander’s
empire, the Maccabean Jews fought off Antiochus Epiphanes
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and the Seleucids in 168-165 B.C. and gained a measure of
local independence.)
I will use you like the sword of a warrior.”
Then the LORD will appear to them
And, God’s arrow will go forth like lightning.
The LORD Who Is Always Present will blow the trumpet.
The LORD of the armies of heaven will protect them;
They will completely destroy those who use deadly slingshots.
They will shout in battle as though they were drunk with wine;
They will be full,
Drenched like the corners of the altar.
On that day, the LORD, their God, will save them;
They are like the flock of His people.
They will sparkle in His land—like the jewels in a crown.
Yes, they will be so pretty and so beautiful;
The young men will grow strong because of the grain
And the virgin girls will flourish because of the new wine.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 9

“The male goat is the King of Greece. The large horn that is
between his eyes is the first (and greatest) king (Alexander the
Great).” Daniel 8:21
This chapter is one of the most amazing prophecies in the
Bible. It describes the capture of the Island fortress of the City of
Tyre. They were extremely rich, i.e., piled up silver as dust . . . gold as
the mud of the streets” (v. 3). Yet, the soldiers of Alexander the Great
captured the island fortress in only 7 months. Alexander built a
massive causeway that was 200 feet wide and 830 yards long that
reached out to the island fortress. Then Alexander permanently
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demolished its thick walls which were 150 feet high. Tyre never
again rose to greatness. Sidon surrendered to Alexander without a
struggle.) You should believe and obey the words of Scripture. Why?
Because a book that can predict the future so accurately, is from God.
Only God knows the future. Lord, I will study Your book to know the

past, the present and the future. Then when I know what to do, I will
obey You.

The prediction of Alexander’s destruction of the Philistine
people and cities is also accurate (see v. 5). After Alexander’s
devastating siege of Tyre, the people of Philistia knew that no aid
would come from Tyre. Alexander continued his steady march
southward toward Egypt. Then Alexander lay seize to Gaza and took it
in only two months. Ten thousand inhabitants were killed and the
rest of its population was sold into slavery. Lord, You tell us what is

coming in the future. Give me wisdom to understand, and faith to act
on what You have predicted.

The people were worried about world-conquering armies. The
first world conqueror—Nebuchadnezzar—from Babylon, and the
second world conqueror—Cyrus—from Media-Persia had turned the
world upside down. Now God predicts the Messiah will be greater
than any conqueror. He would enter the world scene on a donkey (a
peace animal used for work). Messiah would not come on a great
conquering white horse as Alexander the Great. Messiah would be
gentle. Jesus fulfilled this prophecy on Palm Sunday. Jesus didn’t
come to conquer armies, but to conquer individuals. He didn’t come
to sit on a political throne (eventually he will do this) but Jesus came
to sit on the throne of our hearts. When Jesus conquers individuals,
he also conquers nations. He will rule from the inside out. Lord, come

sit on the throne of my heart; conquer me, rule me, and use me.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH WILL TAKE CARE OF JUDAH
Zechariah 10
In the springtime ask the LORD for rain
The LORD will bring the storm-clouds.
He sends the showers of rain
And, He gives green fields to everyone.
The idols tell lies;
The fortune tellers see false visions.
They tell about fake dreams
So, the so-called “comfort” which they give is worthless.
Therefore, the people wander around like a flock of lost sheep;
They are abused because there is no shepherd.
The LORD says, “I was angry at the shepherds;
I have punished the leaders.
I, the LORD of the armies of heaven, will care about My flock,
which is the people of Judah;
I will change them to be like My proud war-horse.
From Judah will come the Cornerstone(Jesus Christ)
and from them the main Tent-peg on which everything
hangs;
From them will come the battle-bow,
Every ruler will come out of Judah;
They will be like soldiers
marching on muddy streets into battle.
The LORD is with them
So, they will fight and defeat the riders of horses.”
“I will strengthen the people of Judah,
and I will rescue the family of Joseph.
I will restore them
because I have compassion for them.
And, it will be as if I had never rejected them;
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I am the LORD, their God,
and I will answer their calls for help.
The people of Ephraim will be like a powerful soldier;
Their hearts will be glad—as when people drink wine.
Their children will see it, they will be glad, too;
Their hearts will rejoice in the LORD.
I will whistle for my people
and gather them together
Because I will have redeemed them;
And, there will be as many of them as there used to be.”
“I will scatter them among the nations
But in those faraway places, they will remember Me.
They and their children will survive, and they will return.
I will bring them back home from the land of Egypt.
And, I will gather them from Assyria.”
“I will bring them to the land of Gilead and Lebanon;
There won’t be enough room in the land for them all.
They will pass through the sea of trouble,
The waves of the sea will become calm;
And, all the depths of the Nile River will dry up.
Assyria’s pride will be defeated,
and the scepter of Egypt will depart.
I will make My people strong.
And they will live in obedience to Me,” says the LORD.
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 10

“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for
the sheep.” John 10:11
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Zechariah condemns those who didn’t fulfill their duty as
shepherds. “There is no shepherd” (v. 2). That’s mostly the problem,
there is no shepherd—leader to guide God’s people. The people—
like sheep—are dumb, and only follow their instincts. God has His
Great Shepherds, i.e., Moses and David; but when there is no
shepherd, God’s people wander off into trouble; and eventually they
end up in sin. Lord, I will be a shepherd to those around me. I will

follow Jesus my Shepherd. And as I follow Him, I will take others with
me.

Zechariah predicts the cornerstone will come out of Judah.
Jesus is the Stone on which the work of God is built. The people were
looking for physical stones for the physical Temple, but God tells
them He will send the Cornerstone (Eph. 2:20), who is the Messiah.
They wanted a place of worship; God tells them to seek the person of
worship. The Jews wanted an approach to God in the new Temple;
God was telling them their Messiah was the Temple. Lord, help me

not seek You in places but help me seek Your person. Lord, I will
come to You, and build You up as the sanctuary. Lord, I will seek You
as the most important object of my worship.

Did you know that God whistles? “I will whistle for my people?”
(v. 8). My mother used to whistle for me when I was out playing. I
knew to obey her, if not I got a spanking. Sometimes I didn’t come
when she first whistled, then her whistle got more shrill. I could feel
her anger, so I ran home. And what did I get when I obeyed her
whistle? I got her good home-cooked supper. The picture in
Zechariah is God the Shepherd whistling for His sheep to come home
to the Promised Land. Lord, when You whistle for me, I will come.

There were times I didn’t come home immediately; forgive me. When
I come home at Your call—feed me.

Zechariah predicted (v. 10) God would bring His people back
from Egypt (a picture of bondage) and back from Assyria (a picture of
punishing banishment). That’s a picture of what God will do for the
Jews in the future. If God will take care of the Jews, what will He do for
you? Lord, I know You will take care of me on this earth and prepare a
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place for me in heaven. I know You will come back for me and take
me to be with You forever.

Zechariah gives a picture of His people passing through the
Red Sea. This is a picture of the sufferings they endured in Egypt. But
God predicts the Red Sea will be “calm,” a picture of the peace God
will give us. Lord, I will follow You through the storms of the Red Sea
knowing there will be peace in my heart. I will trust and obey.

Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE TWO SHEPHERDS
Zechariah 11
O Lebanon, open your gates. (There is a Jewish tradition that the
massive doors of the Temple opened of their own accord at
6:00 p.m. during the Passover feast, that is, on the day that
Jesus Christ was crucified), so that fire may burn your cedar
trees.
Wail, you pine trees, because the cedar tree has fallen;
The very tall trees are rotting.
Wail, you oak trees in Bashan
because the thick forest has been cut down.
There is the sound of shepherds weeping
because their rich pastures are destroyed.
There is the sound of young lions roaring
because the thick bushes near the Jordan River are ruined.
TWO SHEPHERDS
This is what the LORD, my God, says: “Feed the flock of sheep which
are about to be killed. Those who buy them will kill them, and
the buyers will not be held responsible. Those who sell the
sheep say: ‘Praise the LORD. I am rich.’ Even the shepherds
don’t feel sorry for the people of this country anymore,” says
the LORD. “I will no longer show pity upon the inhabitants of
this land,” says the LORD. “Listen, I will let everyone fall into the
clutches of his shepherd, and into the hands of his king. They
will crush this country. And, I will not stop them.
Therefore, I (Messiah), became the Shepherd of the flock which was
doomed to be killed, particularly the oppressed ones of the
flock.” Then I ( Zechariah the prophet) took two sticks. (One
was used for defending the sheep and the other was used for
correcting them.) I called one “Favor.” I called the other one
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“Union.” And I pastured the flock. In a single month I got rid of
three shepherds. (Some scholars think that this refers to
Alexander the Great, Antiochus Epiphanes, and Pompey. Others
claim that it meant the three segments of the Jewish
community who rejected Christ (the scribes/Pharisees, the
Sadducees, and the Herodians [Matt. 22].).
The flock hated Me, and I became impatient with them. Then I said to
the flock, “I will no longer take care of you as a shepherd does.
Those that are going to die, let them die. And, those that are
about to be destroyed, let them be destroyed. Finally, let those
who remain eat each other’s flesh.”
Then I got the stick named “Favor,” and I broke it in pieces. This act
broke the covenant which God had made with His people.
On that day, the pact was revoked. The afflicted ones of the flock
were watching me; (the prophet Zechariah knew that this
message was from the LORD.)
Then I (Judas) said to them, “If you want to pay me, then pay me. If not,
then don’t.” So, they paid me 30 pieces of silver. (This is a
prediction of Judas Iscariot’s negotiation, the betrayal of
Jesus.)
The LORD said to me, “Put them in the Temple treasury.” (The
Masoretic Hebrew text has: “Throw the money to the potter.”—
as a vile thing.) That is how little they thought I was worth. So, I
threw that money at the potter inside the Temple of the LORD.
Then I broke My second stick named “Union” in pieces. This broke
the bond of brotherhood between Judah and Israel.
Then the LORD said to me, “Once again, get the tools used by a
worthless shepherd. Listen, I am going to raise up in the land a
new shepherd. He will not take care of the dying sheep. He
won’t search for strays. He won’t fix up the injured ones. He
won’t even feed the healthy ones. No, he will eat the meat of
the best sheep, even tearing off their feet (greedily searching
for the last piece to eat).
How terrible it will be for the worthless shepherd.
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He abandons the flock. May the sword destroy his power and
his wisdom.
May his power become useless.
May his wisdom be taken away.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 11

“And (Judas) said, ‘What are you willing to give me if I deliver
Him to you?’ And they counted out to him thirty pieces of silver.’”
Matthew 26:15
Hundreds of years before Judas betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of
silver, Zechariah predicted the event. God, who knows the future,
willingly sent His son to be betrayed. Notice the phrase, “broke the
covenant” (v. 10). Judas covenanted to sell Jesus for 30 pieces. The
term covenanted is God’s term. God covenanted to make Israel his
people. Do you think when Judas made a different covenant that God
broke His covenant with Israel? Note the text said, “This act broke the
covenant which God had made with His people” (v. 10). And today the
Jews are out of Divine favor (Rom. 11:13-26). Lord, I make a covenant to

love and obey You. I will follow You and serve You. Thank You, Jesus,
for going to the cross for me, even Judas sold You for 30 pieces of
silver.

The prediction of the 30 pieces of silver is so accurate that it
even describes Judas trying to return it to the Priest, but it was used
to buy a potter’s field (Matt. 27:3-10). Lord, I am amazed at how

accurately You predicted the “selling” of Jesus. I wonder how many
people missed this fact when reading Scriptures. Help me not to
miss important facts in Scriptures, but give me even deeper insight
as I study Your Word. Of all the small details about the crucifixion of
Christ, this one small detail is included, probably because it grieved
Your heart and probably because it technically broke Your covenant
with Israel.
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The prediction of coming judgment is interesting. The Lord
said, “Wail, O cypress, for the cedar has fallen” (v. 2). God is saying if
the tallest native trees are not spared in judgment (leaders), surely
God will not spare the lowest cedar tree, i.e., God will judge the lowest
person. Lord, Your judgment terrifies me; I don’t want to be blinded by

my sin. I plead the blood of Christ. Forgive my sins, cover my
transgressions, and in judgment remember Jesus was judged for my
sin.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JERUSALEM’S ENEMIES WILL BE DESTROYED
Zechariah 12
This message is the word of the LORD about Israel. The LORD
stretched out the skies. He laid the foundations of the earth.
He put man’s spirit into him. The LORD says: “Listen, I will make
Jerusalem like a cup that causes the nations around her to be
woozy. They will come and attack Jerusalem and Judah. At that
time, all the nations on earth will come together against
Jerusalem. Nevertheless, I will cause Jerusalem to be like a
heavy rock. Anyone who tries to move that boulder will get
hurt. At that time, I will scare every horse. And, its rider will
panic,” says the LORD. “I will watch over the people of Judah.
But I will blind every single horse of the enemy.
Then the leaders of Judah will think to themselves: ‘The inhabitants
of Jerusalem are stronger than we are. It is because the LORD
of the armies of heaven is their God.’
“At that time, I will make the leaders of Judah like a fire burning a pile
of wood. They will be like a torch burning straw. They will
destroy all the peoples around them—on the left and on the
right—but Jerusalem itself will remain safe.
The LORD will rescue the poor people of Judah first. Then the people
of David in Jerusalem won’t have more honor than Judah. At
that time, the LORD will protect the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
Then, even the weakest of them will be strong, like David on
that day. And, the household of David will be like God. They will
be like the Angel of the LORD leading the people. At that time, I
will seek to destroy all the nations that come up against
Jerusalem.
And I will pour out a spirit of kindness and mercy upon David’s
household and the inhabitants in Jerusalem. They will look at
Me, the One they have pierced. (The apostle John quoted this
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verse in John 19:37 after seeing a Roman soldier pierce the
side of Jesus at the cross. Also, compare Ps. 22:16; Matt. 27:25;
Acts 9:3-5; Rev. 1:7.) And, they will mourn like someone
weeping over the death of an only child. They will be as sad as
someone who has lost a firstborn son.
At that time, the mourning in Jerusalem will be as great as the
mourning for Hadad-Rimmon (A Syrian name found for the
great Esdraelon plain, i.e., the battle of Armageddon) in the
plain of Megiddo. The land will mourn. Each family will weep
alone. The family of the household of David and their wives will
cry by themselves. The family of the household of Nathan (not
the prophet Nathan, but a son of David) and their wives will do
the same thing. The family of Levi’s household and their wives
will do the same thing. The family of Shimei and their wives
will do the same thing. Each of the rest of the families—one by
one—and their wives will do the same thing.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 12

“But one of the soldiers pierced His (Jesus) side with a spear,
and immediately blood and water came out. And he who has seen
has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is
telling the truth, so that you may believe.” John 19:34-35
When Jesus returns, the Jews “will look at Me (Jesus) the One
they have pierced” (v. 10). Then they will mourn. This is a two-fold
mourning. Some who reject Jesus Christ will mourn for the judgment
and punishment awaiting them. Other Jewish believers will mourn in
regret for what was done to Jesus. They will mourn because they
have Jewish blood flowing in their veins, and their kinsmen have
crucified Jesus. Lord, I will mourn because my sins put Jesus on the

tree. If it had not been for me, Jesus would not have had to suffer and
die. Yes, He died for others also, but I mourn for my responsibility.
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When the prophecy says, “Each family will weep alone” (v. 12), it
goes on to describe the whole land mourning over the “pierced” One
who died. The term land might be symbolic of the whole Christian
family who will mourn as they celebrate the Lord’s Table. In a sense,
the observance of communion is a sense of mourning over Jesus’
death for all, and for each individual believer. Lord, I come to Your

communion table to remember Your death for me. I mourn over my
sin, and repent at the Communion Table. But there’s also the
rejoicing side of the Communion Table. I remember, “Till He comes.”
So the Lord’s Supper is a time of optimism when I’ll go to live with You.

This chapter predicts the coming battle of Armageddon, when
the armies of the world attack God’s people and Jerusalem (v. 11).
That battle will be the beginning of the end of time as we know it. The
Bible tells me I’ll be a part of that battle. The Bible says Jesus will
come to attack the attackers of the Jews (Rev. 19:11-16), then it
describes, “And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, followed Him on white horses” (Rev. 19:14). I think I’ll be in that
army, and I’ll ride a horse. Back on my grandfather’s farm in South
Carolina, I was pretty good at riding a plough mule, so I think I can
handle a white horse. Lord, thank You for telling us about the final

chapter of the battle for the earth. Thank You for telling us that Jesus
will be victorious over sin and Satan in the future. Now I claim victory
for this day and for my time on earth.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
GOD’S PEOPLE CLEANSED
Zechariah 13
“At that time, a fountain will be opened for David’s descendants and
for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. It will cleanse them of sin and
impurity.”
The LORD of the armies of heaven says, “At that time, I will get rid of
the idols from the land. No one will ever remember them. And, I
will also remove the false prophets and the unclean spirit from
the land. A person might continue to prophesy falsely. If he
does, his own father and mother—she who gave birth to him—
will tell him: ‘You have told some lies using the LORD’s name.
So, you must die.’ When he prophesies falsely, his father and
his mother—she who gave birth to him—will stab him.
At that time, the false prophets will be ashamed of their so-called
‘visions’ and ‘prophecies.’ They will not wear a prophet’s fur
garments (the garb of a prophet) to trick people. Each one will
say: ‘I am not a prophet; I am a farmer. I have been a farmer
since I was young.’
“But someone may ask him: ‘Well, what are those wounds in your
hands?’ And he will answer: ‘I was injured at my friend’s
house.’”
YAHWEH’S SHEPHERD WILL BE STRUCK DOWN
“O sword, My Shepherd,
Attack the Man who is My Equal,”
says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“Strike the Shepherd,
and the flock will be scattered;
And, I will persecute the little ones.”
The LORD says, “Two-thirds of the people throughout
the entire country will die;
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One-third will remain.
Using fire, I will purge that one-third;
I will purify them as silver is purified,
I will test them as gold is tested.
They will call upon My Name
And, I will answer them.
I will say: ‘These are My people,’
And they will confess: ‘The LORD is our God.’”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Zechariah 13

“Then He said to Thomas, ‘Reach your finger here, and look at
My hands; and reach your hand here and put it into My side. Do not
be unbelieving, but believing.’” John 20:27
Zechariah begins this chapter with the LORD speaking (v. 2).
Then the Lord describes false prophets and the punishment that will
come upon them. Then the LORD speaks for the discredited false
prophets who make excuses to turn away punishments. Suddenly
the conversation switches to the Messiah who returns and regathers Israel. They will see his pierced hands and side, then ask,
“What are these wounds?” Jesus will answer, “I was injured at my
friend’s house” (v. 6). Lord, I believe You died for my sins, and You

rose the 3rd days to give me new life. I don’t have to put my fingers in
Your wounds to believe. You said, “Blessed are those that have not
seen, and yet have believed.”

The Scriptures predict the disciples would run away when
Jesus was arrested and crucified. “Strike the Shepherd, and the
sheep will be scattered” (v. 7). I can’t imagine the excruciating agony
on Jesus to be abandoned by those closest to Him; that pain must
have been greater than His physical suffering. Lord, I know it pains
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You when followers turn back. Lord, I will not deny You, nor will I turn
back from You. I re-commit myself to You, and will follow You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH WILL BE KING
Zechariah 14
Listen, the day of the LORD is coming. The plunder which you have
taken will be divided up among you.
I will gather all the nations to fight Jerusalem. They will capture the
city and rob the homes. They will rape the women. Half the
people of the city will be taken away as captives. But the rest
of the people won’t be taken away from the city.
Then the LORD will go to war against those nations, just like when He
fought on a day of battle. At that time, He will set His feet upon
Olive Mountain which is east of Jerusalem. Olive Mountain will
split in half. A deep valley will run east and west. Half the
water on the mountain will run to the north, and half of the
mountain will run to the south. You people will run through this
mountain valley to the other side. You will run as you ran away
from the big earthquake. That was when Uzziah was king of
Judah. Then the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones
will be with Him.
At that time, there will be no light, no cold, and no frost. It will be a
unique day. The LORD knows when it will happen. There will be
no day or night. At evening time, it will still be light.
At that time, fresh water will flow out from Jerusalem. Half of it will
flow eastward, toward the Dead Sea. And, half of it will flow
westward, toward the Mediterranean Sea. It will flow both in
summer and in winter.
Then the LORD will be King over the whole world. At that time, the
LORD will be recognized as the one true God. And His Name will
be the ONLY Name.
The entire area which is south of Jerusalem—from Geba—to Rimmon
will be turned into a great, flat plain. However, Jerusalem will
be raised up, but it will remain at the same place, reaching
from the Benjamin Gate, to the First Gate, to the Corner Gate,
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and from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s wine-presses.
People will live there. It will never be destroyed again.
Jerusalem will be safe.
Nevertheless, the LORD will punish the nations that fought against
Jerusalem. He will bring a terrible disease upon them. Their
flesh will rot away while they are still standing up. Their eyes
will rot in their sockets. And, their tongues will rot in their
mouths. At that time, the LORD will cause a great panic.
Everyone will grab hold of his neighbor, and, they will attack
each other. Even the people of Judah will fight against
Jerusalem. And, the riches of the nations around them will be
collected—much gold, silver, and fine clothes. A similar
disease will strike the horses, the mules, the camels, the
donkeys, and whatever animal which might be in those camps.
Some of the people who came to fight Jerusalem will be left alive.
They will come back to Jerusalem year after year. They will
come to worship the King, the LORD of the armies of heaven.
They will celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles, but some people
from those nations might not go up to Jerusalem to worship the
King, the LORD of the armies of heaven. Therefore, rain will not
fall upon their land. The Egyptians might not celebrate the
Feast of Tabernacles. Then the LORD will send them the same
terrible disease that the other nations received. This will be
the punishment (which happens to Egypt or to any nation
which does not go to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles).
At that time, the bells of the horses will have this inscription written
on them: “HOLY TO YAHWEH.” The cooking pots in the Temple of
the LORD will be like the bowls that are next to the holy altar.
Every ordinary cooking pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy
to the LORD of the armies of heaven. And, everyone who offers
sacrifices will be able to use them to cook. And, at that time,
there will no longer be traders in the Temple of the LORD of the
armies of heaven.
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Zechariah 14

“This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven,
will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven. Then
they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet.” Acts 1:11,
12
The Bible predicts Jesus will return to earth at the same spot
from which He left earth i.e., the Mount of Olives. The angels told the
disciples Jesus would return as He left. Have you seen all the
similarities how Jesus left? He left unexpectedly, and no one knows
the time of His return. He went up into heaven, so shall He return from
heaven. He went up gradually which is how He will return. His
followers saw Him leave, and they shall see Him return. He left when
angels were present, so they shall be present when Jesus returns.
The certainty of His ascension should give all of us assurance about
His return. Lord, I look forward to Your return. Even so, come, Lord

Jesus.

The Lord Jesus will return to set up His heavenly Kingdom.
Fresh water will flow from Jerusalem, half toward the Dead Sea in the
East, and half toward the Mediterranean Sea in the West. While this is
a literal promise, it also is a spiritual promise for the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ will flow to the whole world from Jerusalem. Lord, I

believe You will set up Your Kingdom because the Bible teaches it.
What You have promised, You will do. All the promises to Your people
will be fulfilled.

We won’t know when Jesus returns. It won’t be day, nor will it
be night. He will come at that time between light and darkness. At
other places it seems to say Jesus will come in the early morning,
just as He was raised from the dead in the early morning. Lord, I don’t

look for the time of day of your return. I look for You at any moment
since I don’t know when You’ll return; I’ll be ready to go at any time.
Also, since I don’t know the time of Your return, I’ll work as though I
have my whole life before me. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.
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Amen.
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PRAYERS FROM MALACHI

INTRODUCTION
TO MALACHI
The fur clad prophet stood in Solomon’s porch of the Temple to
announce boldly and loudly, “The Lord loves you, but you ask, ‘Where
is God’s love?’”
Then the prophet announced, “God loved Jacob, but despised
Esau.”
People began gathering around the man they perceived as a
prophet. After all, the prophets traditionally wore fur, and didn’t
prophets denounce the sins of the people and priest like this man;
but most of all, didn’t a prophet declare, “Thus saith the Lord?” This
man spoke the name of Yahweh. Because the Jews reverenced the
name Yahweh, no one would ever pronounce it, much less assume to
speak in Yahweh’s name. So the people recognized this man must be
a prophet sent from God.
“Who are you?” a priest shouted. “How do we know you are
from God?” The priest knew they were ordained from God because
they were from the correct family, i.e., Aaron.
“I am Mal’akiy,” he shouted back. The people were not sure if
the “prophet” was telling them his name or his ordination. The name
Malachi means “my messenger.” Was the prophet explaining “he
was God’s messenger?”
EXPLANATION OF MALACHI
The style is unique among the prophets. Malachi makes a
statement, then asks a question that comes from the statement.
Then Malachi answers the question.
Malachi probably wrote between 450 B.C. and 425 B.C., about
100 years after the first exiles returned to Jerusalem. The Temple
had been completed by Ezra and Jeshua. Sacrifices were being
offered, but that’s the problem. The priests had become careless,
they were bringing polluted sacrifices to God. The people were
intermarrying outside their faith.

Page 1 of 2

When Israeli Jews first returned from exile, they worked hard
to rebuild the Temple and walls. But with time, their enthusiasm
dwindled. God had sent a drought and agricultural output was low.
Perhaps they expected Millennial prosperity when they returned to
the land. Hadn’t the prophets promised 1,000 years of prosperity? So
the people became slack. They didn’t see miracles, nor was a voice
heard from heaven until Malachi spoke, “Thus saith the Lord.”
Malachi preached a forerunner to Messiah is coming, then
Messiah will come. He preached pay your tithes, separate from
heathen wives, bring clean sacrifices, obey God, and be ready.
Malachi twice predicts that a forerunner (John the Baptist) to
Messiah will come (3:1, 4:5-6).
Malachi announced repentance, but the last word of his book,
and the last word of the Old Testament, is the word “curse.” It’s
terrible to end any Bible book, much less the entire Old Testament,
with the negative word “curse.”
But the law that was given by Moses never saved, it only
brought a curse. The people didn’t need a message of damnation,
they needed grace and salvation. “For the law was given through
Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17).
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SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH LOVES HIS PEOPLE
Malachi 1
Malachi’s message was heavy, but it is the word of the LORD.
The LORD says: “I have always loved you. But you people ask: ‘How
have You loved us?’”
The LORD declares: “Esau and Jacob were brothers. I loved Jacob, but
I rejected Esau. I destroyed his mountain country. I left his
land-inheritance to the wild dogs of the desert.”
The people of Edom might say: “We may be totally beaten down, but
we will come back and rebuild the ruins.”
Nevertheless, the LORD of the armies of heaven says: “If they rebuild
those ruins, then I will tear them down. People will call them
‘the evil borders.’ The LORD will always be angry with the
Edomites. (But the LORD will restore Israel, God’s people.) You
people will see these things with your own eyes. You will say:
‘The LORD is great, even outside the borders of Israel.’” (God’s
judgment upon Edom showed how effectively God carried out
His supreme, moral law upon a rebellious nation. Israel was
being warned that the same thing could happen to them.)
SHOW HONOR TO GOD
The LORD of the armies of heaven says: “A son honors his father, and
a servant honors his master. Since I am like a father, why don’t
you honor Me? Since I am like a master, why don’t you respect
Me? You priests do not respect Me.
But you people ask: ‘How have we disrespected or “insulted” You?’
You have shown disrespect by presenting ceremonially
contaminated sacrifices upon My altar.
But you people ask: ‘What makes them “unclean?’
“They are ‘unclean’ because you treat My altar repulsively. You
present blind animals as sacrifices. That is wrong. You also
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present crippled and sick animals. That is wrong. Try giving
those to your governor. Would he be pleased with you? No. He
would not accept you,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
Go on, ask (spoken sarcastically) God to be kind to you. But, with such
offerings, He won’t accept you!” says the LORD of the armies of
heaven.
“I wish one of you would close the Temple’s double-doors. (The
prophet was saying that it would be better to offer no
sacrifices than to offer vain sacrifices.) Then you would not
light useless fires upon My altar. I am not pleased with you
people. I will not accept your gifts,” says the LORD of the
armies of heaven. “From the east to the west, I will be honored
among the nations. They will bring incense everywhere. I will
be honored among the nations,” says the LORD of the armies of
heaven:
“But you are profaning My altar. This is what you people think about
My altar: ‘It is “dirty,” and, as to its fruit, the food for the altar is
nasty.’ (That is what their actions implied.) But you people say:
‘Look, we are tired of doing this.’ And, you sniff at it in disgust,”
(they turned up their noses at it) says the LORD of the armies of
heaven.
And, you people bring wounded, crippled, and sick animals as
sacrifices. You bring them as donations, but I will not accept
them from you,” says the LORD. “The cheater will be
condemned. He has a good, male animal in his flock. He is not
poor, only selfish. And, he vows to offer it. But then he offers
Me a substitute—an animal that has something wrong with it. I
am a great King,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven. “I am
feared, and My Name is respected, but not by My own people.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Malachi 1

“The LORD says, ‘I have always loved you.’” Malachi 1:2
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The Lord deals with His people in love. Because of His love, He
does everything for us. He created us and gives us life. He gives food,
health, and the opportunity to love Him in return. Most world
religions begin with an angry God who must be appeased. The angry
God demands good works from his worshippers. It’s all about doing
something (sacrifices) to appease the heathen gods. Lord, thank You

for Your love to me. Thank You for all You’ve done for me. You’ve given
me a good conscience to know right and wrong. You’ve given me the
Scriptures to guide me. You’ve given Jesus Christ to die for my sins.
Thank You for everything.

This chapter tells how God “hated Esau,” but wasn’t it Esau who
first rejected the spiritual birthright, i.e., the opportunity to be the
“priest” of the family and intercede for family members? Is God’s
hatred to Esau a reaction of Esau’s rejection? Remember, “Esau
despised his birthright” (Gen. 25:34). So Esau did more than turn his
back on God, he hated God. Lord, I love You, and all the truths of Your

salvation. I do not understand how anyone could despise You or Your
offer of salvation. But they do! I will pray for them.

The Edomites were descendants of Esau (Gen. 25:30), the older,
twin brother of Jacob. Earlier, some other descendants of Esau, the
Amalekites were the first enemies to oppose the descendants of
Jacob on their way out of Egypt (Ex. 17:8). The Edomites refused to
permit the Israelites to pass through their land (Num. 20:17-20). The
Edomites were evil (Amos 1:11-12). The family of Herod the Great was
the last of the Edomites (see Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews XIV.i.3).
Herod tried to snuff out the Christ child’s life (Matt. 2:16). So, what
started as a quarrel between brothers developed into what
amounted to a family feud between nations. Lord, I understand that

the sins and weaknesses of the father are passed on to succeeding
generations. You judged the Edomites because they did the same
thing as Esau (see Obadiah). I can’t help who my family members are,
but I can change things through Christ. If my forefathers hated You, I
will love You and change the destiny of my children. Through Christ I
can do all things.
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These priests were sanctioning these unfit offerings in order
to curry favor with the people. The priests and the people were all
guilty. A cheap religion that costs you little is worth nothing to God!
God knows the motive—even what lies behind small gifts. Lord, I will

give You the best of everything I have. You can have my money, my
possessions, everything. I give my time, talent and testimony. Use
everything I offer to You.

The Lord said, “My Name shall be great among the Gentiles.”
That is true today, there are believers all over the world who
celebrate communion to remember the death, burial and
resurrection of Christ. Lord, thank You for fulfilling this prediction.

Thank You that all ethnic groups, and all languages, worship You
around the world. Lord, I join them in honoring Your name this day on
earth, as Your name is honored in heaven.
The scholars tell us the name of Malachi means “my
messenger,” and that this might not be a personal name, but a “pen
name” because the author didn’t want to focus attention on himself.

Lord, thank You for Your servants who put Your message before their
personal recognition. May I be like Malachi, may people not focus on
me or my abilities, or my personality. May people hear me speak and
focus on You.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
YAHWEH COMMANDS THE PRIESTS
Malachi 2
O priests, this command is for you now: “Listen to Me. Pay attention
to what I am saying. Honor My Name,” says the LORD of the
armies of heaven. “If you don’t do this, then I will send the
curse upon you. I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I have
already cursed them, because you are not paying any attention
to what I say.
Behold, I will punish your descendants. I will smear your faces with
the garbage from your festivals. And, you will be swept away
with it. (This actually occurred in 70 A.D. when the Jewish
priesthood was terminated. No animal sacrifices were ever
offered by them again. The Temple was forever gone.) Then
you people will know why I am giving you this command. It is
so that My covenant with Levi may continue,” says the LORD of
the armies of heaven.
“My covenant was with the tribe of Levi. I promised them life and
peace so that they would respect Me. And, they did respect Me.
They revered Me. They taught the true teaching (Hebrew:
torah). They spoke no lies. With peace and honesty, they did
what I said they should do. They prevented many people from
sinning.
A priest should teach what he knows. People should learn the
teachings from him, because he is supposed to be the
messenger of the LORD of the armies of heaven. But you priests
have stopped obeying Me. With your teachings, you have
caused many people to do wrong. You have broken the
covenant with the tribe of Levi,” says the LORD of the armies of
heaven. “You have not been careful to do what I say. You take
sides in court cases. So, I have caused you to be hated and
disgraced in front of everyone.”
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DO NOT BREAK PROMISES
We all have the same heavenly Father. So, why do people cheat each
other? They defile the covenant that our ancestors had with
God.
The people of Judah are cheaters. They have done something that
God hates in Israel and in Jerusalem. The people of Judah have
defiled the sanctuary that the LORD loves. The men of Judah
have married women who worship foreign gods. The man who
does such a thing might present offerings to the LORD of the
armies of heaven, but the LORD will still banish him from the
tents of Jacob.
And, this is another thing that you people do: You flood the LORD’s
altar with your tears. You cry and moan because the LORD no
longer accepts your offerings. He is not pleased with what you
bring. Yet you people say: “Why?” It is because the LORD sees
how you treated the wife whom you married when you were
young. You broke your promise with her. She was your original
partner. Hasn’t the same God made us and sustained for us the
spirit of life? Why? So that married couples would have
children who are faithful to God. So, be careful of your spirits.
Do not break your marriage vow with the wife whom you
married when you were young.
The LORD, the God of Israel, says: “I hate divorce—and those who do
cruel things. They divorce as easily as they put on different
clothes,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven. So, be very
careful in your spirits. Do not break your commitment.
You have caused the LORD to grow tired of what you people are
saying.
Yet you ask: “How have we made God tired of us?”
You did so by saying: “The LORD thinks anyone who does evil is good.
And, God is pleased with them.” (Many of these cynical Jews
had quit taking “right and wrong” seriously, and had even
begun to doubt the justice of God.) Or, you asked: “Where is the
God who is fair?”
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MY TIME TO PRAY
Malachi 2

“If you will not hear, and if you will not lay it to heart, to give
glory to My Name . . . I will curse your blessings.” Malachi 2:2
The style of Malachi was unique. God makes a statement, then
asks a question that grows out of His statement. Then Malachi
answers those questions, which is the heart of his message to Israel.

Lord, I will listen to You when You make a statement or ask a question.
I want to hear from You so I can do Your will. Lord speak, I will listen.
Lord ask anything, I will answer.

God condemns His people for divorcing their wives and
marrying non-Jewish women. This passage doesn’t say whether the
Gentile wives were better cooks and housekeepers, or whether they
were sexier and better looking. Their excuses were not the issue.
God says, “You broke your promise” (2:14). God condemns them for
the blotch on their character. Lord, I want to keep all my promises, I

want to be a person of my word. If I can’t keep my word, then nothing
that entices me is worthwhile. Lord, make me a person of strong
character, i.e., doing continually the right thing in the right way.
The people were making excuses. When God spoke, the people
said, “Why?” Their standard reply, “Why is this action wrong? What’s
wrong with this action?” Lord, You don’t want me to question, “Why?”

You want me to obey Your principles and commands. Lord, when my
old flesh creeps out and I answer, “Why?” forgive my ignorance and
sin. Open my blind eyes to Your commands. Give me a good heart to
obey You without asking, “Why?”

Many of the cynical Jews of Malachi’s day had quit taking
“right” and “wrong” seriously. Sounds like today. Lord, make me a

servant who lives by the “right” and flees the “wrong.” Help me to be
as right as a human can become.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
JUDGMENT IS COMING
Malachi 3
The LORD of the armies of heaven says: “Listen, I will send My
messenger (John the Baptist). He will prepare the way ahead
of Me. Suddenly, the LORD whom you people are looking for will
come to His Temple. Listen, the Messenger of the covenant,
whom you desire, will come.
But who can endure the day of His coming? When He comes, no one
can survive. He will be like a refining fire. He will be like very
strong soap. He will be like someone who continually sitting
next to an intense fire; closely watching as the metal’s
impurities are being burned away and purifying it. He will
purify the sons of Levi. He will purge them like gold and silver,
so that they will present offerings to the LORD in the true
manner. Then the offerings from Judah and Jerusalem will be
pleasing to the LORD. It will be like it used to be in years past.”
STEALING FROM GOD
The LORD of the armies of heaven says: “Then I will come near to you
people to sit in judgment. I will quickly testify against those
who do not revere Me—those who take part in witchcraft, in
adultery, in telling lies, those who cheat workers out of their
pay, those who oppress widows and orphans, and those who
are unfair to foreigners.
Why? Because I am the LORD; I do not change. You descendants of
Jacob have not brought yourselves to an end. Just like your
ancestors before you, you people have strayed away from My
laws. You have not obeyed them. Return to Me. Then I will
return to you,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“But you people ask: ‘How should we return?’
“Can a man rob God?
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No. Yet you are robbing Me.
You people ask: ‘How have we robbed You?’
“You have robbed Me in your tithes. Therefore, the real curse is upon
you, because you people—the whole nation—have been
robbing Me. Bring into the storehouse (the treasury rooms of
the Temple) one-tenth of all your earnings. Then there will be
food in My Temple. Please test Me in this,” says the LORD of the
armies of heaven. “See if I won’t open the windows of heaven
for you people. I will pour out more blessings than you have
room to receive. On your behalf, I will stop the insects (the
devourer) from eating your crops. The grapes in the field won’t
fall off your vines anymore, before you are ready to pick them,”
says the LORD of the armies of heaven. “All the nations will call
you people ‘blessed,’” says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
The LORD says: “You have said some awful things against Me.
But you people ask: ‘What have we said against You?’
“You have said: ‘It is useless to serve God. It is entirely worthless to
obey His laws. And, it does no good to show the LORD of the
armies of heaven that we are sorry for what we did. So, you
now think that proud people are blessed, and evil-doers will
succeed. Whenever they challenge God, they will get away
with it.’”
Then those who revered the LORD spoke to each other. The LORD paid
attention to them and heard them. A list of the names of those
who revered the LORD and respected His Name were written in
a book. The LORD will remember them.
The LORD of the armies of heaven says: “They belong to Me. On that
day when I take action, they will be My very own. A father
spares his son who serves him. In the same way, I will spare
My people. Once again, you people will see the difference
between what happens to good people and what happens to
bad people. You will see the difference between those who
serve God and those who don’t!”
MY TIME TO PRAY
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Malachi 3

“Prove me now.” Malachi 3:10
In this chapter, God tells us to “put Me on the spot.” God wants
us to obey Him, and when we put God to the test, He will open the
windows of heaven. Lord, I will accept Your challenge, I will put You

on the spot. I will give financially to You. But Lord, I’m not looking for
financial reward. I want heaven’s spiritual blessings to the be
poured out on my life. Lord, it’s good to stand under the spout when
You start pouring out blessings.

The phrase “windows of heaven” is a revival term. When God’s
people are revived (because they fainted) or they are awakened
(because they were asleep), then the work of God grows quickly and
abundantly. The definition of revival is “God pouring out His
presence on His people.” I’ve defined this at other places as “God’s
atmospheric presence.” Sometimes I go in a church and can sense
the presence of God working among His people. It’s like on certain
days you can feel moisture in the atmosphere, before it starts
raining. Lord, I’m standing outside, waiting for the rain of Your

blessing. Rain on me. Lord, I’m waiting . . . praying . . . and yielded. I
want to feel Your presence in my life. Rain, Lord . . . rain.

The phrase “the devourer” (3:11) is a reference to the insects
that destroy crops. But it’s also a reference to Satan who comes into
our lives to devour everything that is good. Has Satan been
devouring things in your life lately? Check out your tithe record.
When you obey God with your money, God will rebuke the devourer.

Lord, I will tithe from the first fruits of my increase. Lord, I give to You,
protect me from the devourers of this world, and raise up a hedge
about me against Satan who would devour all I have.
Amen.
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SCRIPTURE
THE DAY OF YAHWEH IS COMING
Malachi 4
“Behold, there is a day in the future that will be like a hot oven. All the
arrogant people and every evil person will be like straw. In the
future, on that day, they will be set ablaze. Not a single root or a
branch will remain,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
“Yet, for you people who revere My Name, the Sun of
Righteousness (the Messiah) will shine upon you. There will
be healing in its rays. You will be frisky like calves leaving
their stalls. Then you will crush the evil people. They will be
like ashes under the soles of your feet. I will do these things
on that day,” says the LORD of the armies of heaven.
Remember the teaching of Moses, My servant. I gave him those laws
and rules on Mount Sinai. They are for all the Israelites.
Behold, I will send Elijah the prophet (John the Baptist) to You people.
He will come before that great and awesome day when the
LORD will judge everybody. Elijah will help fathers love their
children. And, he will help the children love their fathers.
Otherwise, I will come and put upon the land a curse.”
MY TIME TO PRAY
Malachi 4

“Each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it,
because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s
work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has built on it
endures, he will receive a reward.” 1 Corinthians 3:13-14
Lord, there is coming a judgment where You will burn up all
that belongs to the wicked. It will be burned as wheat stubble. Also,
my good works will be purged with fire to determine their
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truthfulness. Lord, I recognize I have sometimes served You in the

flesh, and some of my good works will be burned up. Lord forgive me,
cleanse me, and use me. I give everything to You. In the day of
judgment, be glorified in me.

There’s going to be a record of every time you’ve sincerely
prayed, or thought on God, or meditated on God (3:16). Also, “those
that fear Your name will receive the healing of His wings, and we will
prance like new calves in the stall” (4:2). Lord, I will think my

thoughts as You want me to think them. I will seek You with my mind,
and my thoughts, and my dreams. Lord, come live in my mind, be the
centerpiece of my meditation.

Twice Malachi promised the coming of John the Baptist before
Messiah comes, i.e., Jesus Christ. John is called “My messenger” (3:1)
who will prepare the way for Messiah. John is called Elijah because
they had similar ministries. Lord, may I prepare the way for Your

coming into the life of people I know, just as John the Baptist
prepared the way for Jesus Christ.

The last word in the Old Testament is “curse.” God said, “Lest I
come and smite the earth with a curse.” The law was given in the Old
Testament and no one could keep the law, therefore we are all under
the curse of failure and punishment. But the New Testament
promises grace, Jesus Christ is coming. “The law was given by
Moses, but grace and truth come by Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). Lord, I

don’t want a curse, but that’s what I deserve for not keeping the law.
Lord, I want Your grace, I need it to go to heaven. Jesus, I need Your
grace, thank You for forgiveness. Thank You for heaven and eternity.
Thank You for fellowship with You. I worship You as my Lord and
Savior.
Amen.
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